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ONE, TWO, THREE...SKATE

A lunch-hour skate has become a Wednesday habit for, from left, Kathy Denomme, Kathy Foley and Donna Jones. The weekly meet-up at 

the Don Shepherdson Memorial Arena is an opportunity to exercise and socialize, said Denomme. The free public skating sessions, which 

run Wednesdays from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., are offered by the Age Friendly Get Active program in Temiskaming Shores. (Staff photo by 

Diane Johnston)

Diane Johnston

Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – The district’s 

COVID-19 testing capacity will be getting 

a boost, but on a limited basis.

In an interview last week, Dr. Glenn 

Corneil said a rapid testing machine was 

almost ready to go into service at the 

Kirkland Lake hospital, and Temiskaming 

Hospital was in the approval process for a 

tester.
It’s not the point-of-care rapid test re-

cently announced by the province, said 

Corneil, the district’s acting medical offi cer 

of health.

He said the hospital-based machines 

instead offer the same level of testing as 

that provided in the labs now processing 

local tests.

While the coming units can analyze only 

one test at a time, results are available 

quickly, he said.

They’ll be “a very useful addition” to the 

district’s testing services, he said.

At Temiskaming Hospital, CEO Mike 

Baker anticipated that the testing unit 

would be running by early February.

It can provide results within an hour, but 

the hospital’s funding will permit it to do 

only 90 tests per month.

That could be expanded, but that’s “a 

long way down the road for us,” he said.

Baker said the testing unit, manufac-

tured by BioFire, is as accurate as the 

Health Sciences North lab in Sudbury 

where tests taken at the regional assess-

ment centre at the hospital are analyzed.

But given its limited capacity, the hospi-

tal must determine priority recipients of 

rapid testing.

“There’s a whole committee that’s go-

ing to meet in January to look at what the 

triage process should be – who should be 

fi rst in line to use these, what would those 

rules look like,” Baker said.

To set the guidelines, he said the hos-

pital will consult its own staff working in 

infection control and the lab, as well as the 

Timiskaming Health Unit.

At this time, he said the turnaround time 

for local test results from the Health Sci-

ences Lab is 24 hours.

But having rapid testing capability will 

relieve pressure on that lab, especially in 

the case of outbreaks, he said.

Quick answers
Rapid testing coming to hospitals

Diane Johnston

Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – As of 

noon yesterday, Temiskaming 

was reporting fi ve active 

COVID-19 cases.

One individual remained in 

Temiskaming Hospital as of 

December 15, while the other 

four were self-isolating.

The most recent cases were 

all in the south part of the dis-

trict, which runs Kerns, Har-

ley and Casey south through 

Temiskaming Shores to 

Temagami.

COVID 
count

Case 

numbers 

creep up 

in South 

Temiskaming

Diane Johnston

Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – In an initiative promoting Ontario’s forestry 

industry, you can see the forest and the trees and a message.

A new Highway 11 billboard was unveiled last week south of the West 

Road outside Haileybury.

It promotes forestry as a sustainable industry that can mitigate cli-

mate change.

It’s one of eight billboards being installed around Northeastern On-

tario and part of a broader effort to raise the public’s awareness of mod-

ern forestry.

“It’s not guys packing chainsaws anymore,” said Jeff Barton, an indus-

try consultant and advisor to Temiskaming Shores on the project.

But given the often out-of-the-way locations of forestry operations, 

he said the general public doesn’t have a chance to see the sector in 

action.

The initiative has to date included a forestry tour, articles in The 

Speaker, and participation in employment fairs at Forests Ontario’s an-

nual general meeting for the past two years.

A video is in the works and expected to be posted online in the com-

ing weeks.

A tour open to the public was on the drawing board, but plans to 

launch it this year were derailed by the COVID-19 pandemic, Barton said.

“Good careers”
Forestry promoting 

takes to the road

Continued on 3a
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The Hog Line Report

Rickie Fowler is one of the 
most popular and loveable PGA 
golfers on the tour, but lately he 
seems to have lost his way. In 
his last 11 starts he has not reg-
istered a single top 10 fi nish and 
has missed fi ve cuts.The 31-year-old knows he has 

a problem and is working on it 
and only he knows what to do. 
Physically he is in top shape, but 
like most golfers that hit a slump 
it’s usually all about being “men-
tally” ready to perform at the top 
of your game and that’s what 
Fowler is now addressing.Recently missing the cut at his 

last tournament in Mexico has 
put him in jeopardy of making it 
to next year’s Masters at Augus-
ta, Georgia, as for the fi rst time 
since 2010 he is now out of the 
top 50 which would be a huge 
personal disappointment.So, until he irons out the prob-

lem, we will see him hopefully 
in 2021 when the season begins 
in Hawaii, then it’s on to Cali-
fornia as he has three months 
to make a comeback. Yes, he is 
rich at around the $19 million 
mark from not only golfi ng, but 
through promotions of several 
products including a multi-year 
deal with Titleist and also Rolex. 

With Angus McStone
With the Canadian Curling 

Association decision to bubble 
the Brier, Scotties, and World 
Men’s in Calgary later this win-
ter, provincial organizations 
were left to determine their rep-
resentatives. Northern Ontario 
will call on their representatives 
from last winter to attend the 
national championships.There has been some be-

hind the scenes gnashing of 
teeth on the issue of represen-
tation again. Remember when 
Northern Ontario was being 
trolled for lacking competition? 
Thanks Brad Jacobs and Tanner 
Horgan, the McCarvilles, Lil-
lies, and Fleurys for setting that 
aside. Now the crosshairs are on 
other regions. The fun doesn’t 
want to stop.ON THE HEALTH FRONT
A few scares regionally the 

past two weeks have put the fo-
cus on health and safety as we 
play our games at the Hailey-
bury Curling Club (HCC) and 
enjoy a few social minutes af-
terwards. Members are remind-
ed that the best defence against 
the virus is to wear a mask. It 
makes the game a challenge, 
but the discomfort is better than 

the alternative. AFTERNOON OPEN 
CURLINGTuesday Afternoon Open 

Curling, extending quick recov-
ery wishes to a few of our regu-
lars, you know who you are.

December 8 results: L. Olsen 
continues in the win column 
taking a bite out of R. Caldwell, 
J. Heon talked M. Bonney out 
of a win.

Curler of the Day: N. Cald-
well.

Rockin’ the Afternoon Open 
Curling Thursday December 
10: L. Olsen squeaks by JP 
Rivet, who had his debut in the 
house, J. Heon inches past N. 
Melong.

Curler of the Day: L. Olsen, 
grudgingly.MIXED LEAGUEThursday Night Mixed league 

results at Haileybury CC last 
week:

B. Culp torpedoed S. Taylor, 
S. McLean pulverized S. Hearn, 
C. Camsell fl attened C. Mar-
tin, F. Menard-Dalley waxed 
P. Gordon and T. Eckensviller 
obliterated A. MacLeod.
MEN’S LEAGUEEveryone had their game on 

for the Wednesday Night Men’s 
Draw December 9 at HCC. Four 

games go the distance, with one 
a draw to the button.B. Terris decorticated S. 

Hearn, T. Eckensviller shucked 
P. Gordon on a draw to the 
button, D. Willett exuviated 
B. McMullan, and S. McLean 
excoriated B. Culp on the last 
rock.
FROM THE ICE GUYSCharlie says the ice has some 

rubber bits showing up after 
cleaning. He says it’s an indi-
cation grippers are failing, and 
what better time to get a new 
one (two is better and safer) 
than Christmas. If grippers are 
up to date, new apparel is al-
ways welcome.If nothing is needed, may-

be stick all your gear into the 
wash, and clean up your shoes 
in preparation to welcome 2021 
because 2020 needs a peel 
weight takeout.

Straight From the Hip

But right now money has noth-
ing to do with it as getting back 
to the game he loves is his top 
priority. One thing is for sure, 
his fans will stick with him.
OVERTIME• how the world has changed 

when it comes to anyone mak-
ing a decision or saying some-
thing that is not favourable to 
the majority. Take, for instance, 
the Vancouver Canucks’ nation-
al anthem singer, Mark Don-
nelly, who accepted an offer 
to sing the anthem just before 
an anti-mask protest and was 
later fi red by the team owner. 
So folks the lesson here is: be 
careful of what you say in pub-
lic or the decisions you make 
in this country or abroad etc., 
as it could even affect your job 
or any organization you may 
belong to, so please be aware 
of the consequences. Donnelly 
was one of the best singers in 
the business and someone out 
there just may feel that what 

Mike McArthur

The Sunshine Girls have placed a special bench outside the TNSC in memory of Pat Buck who died earlier this year. Standing, from the left, are Ian De Joseph, TNSC president 

Russell Walker, Mirelle Labonté Laforest, Pauline Sheldon, Sheila McCombs-Walton, Kim Murphy, Irene Seed and Lise Lachapelle. In front kneeling are Joanne Beeson and 

Janet Benoit. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Quiet and accomplished
Bench dedicated to Pat Buck at TNSC

Sue NielsenSpeaker Reporter
COLEMAN TOWNSHIP — 

Friends described her as quiet, 
yet accomplished and family 

oriented. A bench was dedicated in 
memory of longtime educator 

Pat Buck at the Temiskaming 

Nordic Ski Club (TNSC) in 
an unveiling ceremony on 

Tuesday, December 8.
She passed away on Tuesday, 

June 2, 2020.The special bench with 

Buck’s name on it came from 
a group of her friends and 

workout buddies who call 
themselves the Sunshine 

Workout Gals.They passed a hat around 

Continued on 9b

JPL Storage is Growing!  
Now offering the best of both worlds! 

Store and move with our 
traditional containers from 
our location in Haileybury, 

ON. 

Store at Dymond Mini 
Storage under new 
ownership in New 

Liskeard, ON 
or 

One number does it ALL!  

Local: (705) 672-2488 

Toll Free: 888 –672-2488 

Peter and Janice would like to thank the Trudel 
family for choosing JPL Storage to continue their 
legacy. We also want to thank Larry and Marlene 

Welch for our recent acquisition of their property in 
Haileybury. This much needed space will allow us to 
continue meeting the portable storage needs of this 

great community! 

JPL Storage is Growing!  
Now offering the best of both worlds! 

Store and move with our 
traditional containers from 
our location in Haileybury, 

ON. 

Store at Dymond Mini 
Storage under new 
ownership in New 

Liskeard, ON 
or 

One number does it ALL!  

Local: (705) 672-2488 

Toll Free: 888 –672-2488 

Peter and Janice would like to thank the Trudel 
family for choosing JPL Storage to continue their 
legacy. We also want to thank Larry and Marlene 

Welch for our recent acquisition of their property in 
Haileybury. This much needed space will allow us to 
continue meeting the portable storage needs of this 

great community! 

JPL Storage is Growing!
Now o�ering the best of both worlds!

One number does it ALL!
Local: (705) 672-2488

Toll Free: 888 –672-2488
Peter and Janice would like to thank 
the Trudel family for choosing JPL 
Storage to continue their legacy. 
We also want to thank Larry and 
Marlene Welch for our recent 
acquisition of their property in 
Haileybury. �is much needed space 
will allow us to continue meeting the 
portable storage needs of this great 
community!

705-647-4519 • 705-471-6161
474 Brazeau Blvd., New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0

dymondministorage1@gmail.com • www.dymondministorage.com

The Best of Both Worlds
425  

McKay Clements  
Drive

Haileybury JPLSTORAGE.CA
OPTIONS, 

SOLUTIONS 
& SERVICE  

THAT  
WORKS.

705-672-2488  1-888-672-2488

jplstorage@gmail.com    www.dymondministorage.com

474  
Brazeau  

Blvd.,  
New 

Liskeard
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Get ready for 
Lake Temiskaming 

New Years Eve Event. 
3 p.m. - Helicopter Fly By. 

8 p.m.  - Fireworks
 From Dawson Point to City Hall.

Sponsored 

by

www.dealcrashers.ca

 his week it was reported that the emiskaming region has fi ve active O D-  cases. One 
individual remains in emiskaming ospital.

 A new ighway  billboard promoting the Ontario Forestry ndustry was unveiled to help the 
public better understand modern harvesting techniques.
 he district’s ability to test for the coronavirus has been given a boost, says Acting edical 
Offi cer of ealth, Dr. lenn orneil.
 A giant -foot canoe landmark is being built for emagami. he canoe pro ect is being steered 
by Dave Wilfong.

 Donald Antler, the long-time public works superintendent with Armstrong ownship, has 
retired after decades of service.
 Aviation fans will soar with delight when they turn the pages of Ron itchell’s new book 
about his father, bush pilot ordon itchell.
 he emiskaming ospital Foundation are lose o ome will offer monthly -  
draws to raise funds for new equipment purchases.
 A community arts pro ect with a Rising hoeni  will take place in emagami on December , the longest night 
of the year.
 at uck was described as quiet and accomplished and now there is a bench installed at the emiskaming ordic ki lub in her honour.

Diane Johnston
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – City council has adopted in principle a “one and one” 
budget for 2021 – a one per cent increase in the overall tax levy and a one per 
cent hike in water and sewer rates.

For a homeowner in Temiskaming Shores with a property valued at $225,000 
and using municipal water and sewer services, the budget would translate into 
an overall increase of about $30.30, to $3,930.85.

City council approved the budget in principle December 15.
“I think it’s an excellent budget. We got it approved very early in the year, so 

that’s a great thing,” said Mayor Carman Kidd.
The spending plan incorporates anticipated increases in what the city must 

pay to the district’s social services administration board and the Timiskaming 
Health Unit. Both organizations have yet to approve their 2021 budgets.

Another unknown is the education tax rate, which is set by the province.
Budget discussions by city staff and in committees began several months ago.
At a meeting earlier this month to discuss the operating budget, treasurer 

Laura Lee MacLeod said staff used the 2020 budget that council had planned to 
approve as basis for a year-to-year comparison.

That spending plan was revised this spring in the wake of COVID-19.
Pandemic-related measures saw revenues from municipal facility rentals, user 

fees and transit drop. It has received some funding from under a federal-provin-
cial Safe Restart program to offset those losses and is applying for second-phase 
funding.

Under the budget in principle, the city will raise $1.3 million this year for capital 
projects. (See related story, “City approves $11.5-million capital plan.”)
OPERATIONS

The city’s operations budget, which covers day-to-day costs and some smaller 
projects, is down $112,550, or almost one per cent, to about $12.6 million.

But the operations budget covers more than municipal activities alone.
Looking at city spending alone, the budget is projected to drop $370,000 to al-

most $9.68 million. The municipality saved money in part through organizational 
changes in staffi ng and collected additional taxes from new development.

However, costs for policing are increasing, and the cost of social services and 

A CHRISTMAS DINNER TO GO
Hailey Stewart, Claire Schill and Dylan Brownlee (from the left) displayed one of the 
boxes that would be packed with all the fi xings – including a grocery gift card to 
buy perishables – for families in need. “Every year we do a Christmas dinner free for 
the community at the arena. This year, with COVID, we pivoted,” explained Pastor 
Andrew Pilkey, pastor of the Living Way Church in Englehart. The church prepared 
Christmas boxes, for pick-up December 12 or delivery, for as many as 200 families. 
(Staff photo by Diane Johnston)

One plus one
City adopts 2021 budget in principle
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117 Whitewood Ave.
New Liskeard
705•647•6848

SUZANNE OTHMER*
BROKER OF RECORD

Agent Immobilier
(c) 705-647-2645 

suzanneothmer@royallepage.ca

MARC MARTIN*
BROKER / Courtier immobilier

(c) 705-676-7799
marcmartin@royallepage.ca

JOSÉE SALMOND
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

(c) 705-648-5166
joseesalmond@royallepage.ca

JEREMY OTHMER
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

(c) 705-648-1653
jeremyothmer@royallepage.ca

Shop Eat Play

The tree is up, And the lights are lit.
Time rushes forward. 

With just a few more days, 
To collect the final stuff!

Last Minute local supplies can be found at:
LCBO

THE BEER STORE 
THE WINE SHOP

AMBER’S
THE MATCH FACTORY

FINDLEY’S
QUALITY MEATS

ARMSTRONG ON 
WHITEWOOD

CHARTRAND’S
BLING N THINGS

POP IT
GEM SEWING

RONA

GRAND PRIZE
WINNER

Congratulations to all the WINNERS from the 12 
Days of Christmas Event!  

Darcey Link
$100 GIFT CARD WINNERS:

1. Alyssa Leonard
2. Rachel Hall

3. Martial Girard
4. Peggy Alexander

5. Bertha Hartzke
6. Betty Schuessler

7. Anna Tittonel
8. Roland Schryer

9. Valerien Cyr
10. Jane Cameron
11. Annie Bourassa
12. Gloria Packard

(Please reach out to Penny Durrant from the BIA to claim your prize!)

A BIG thank you goes out to the BIA for sponsoring the event, 
Rhiannah Pinkerton for organizing the event, Temiskaming Printing for 
all the ballots, ballot boxes and news paper advertising, CJTT for the 
radio ads, Active One Source for Sports for creating the poster, and 
most importantly all of the local businesses that jumped on board to 

partake. 
We hope you all have a wonderful holiday season!

DOWNTOWN STORIES
New Liskeard Business Improvement Area coordinator Sharren Reil prepared to post a page from 
a family-friendly story at Chat Noir Books. The story walk combines literature and shopping, as 
readers make their way through a story window-by-window in downtown New Liskeard. It begins at 
the Match Factory. (Staff photo by Diane Johnston)

TEMISKAMING SHORES 
(Staff) - First Cobalt Corpora-
tion will receive a total of $10 
million in financial support 
from the federal and provincial 
governments. 

The investments include a 
$5 million interest-free loan 
through the federal Econom-
ic Development Initiative for 
Northern Ontario (FedNor) 

and a $5 million non-repayable 
grant through the Northern On-
tario Heritage Fund Corpora-
tion (NOHFC).

First Cobalt Corporation 
stated in a press release that 
the combined strategic invest-
ment will enable First Cobalt 
to recommission and expand its 
cobalt refinery located east of 
North Cobalt.

Cobalt refinery receives  
$10 million in government funding

“Once complete, the facility 
will be the first of its kind in 
North America, capable of pro-
ducing 25,000 tonnes of bat-
tery-grade cobalt sulfate annu-
ally, which could represent five 
percent of the global market for 
refined cobalt.”

First Cobalt Corporation add-
ed that the refinery project has 
an estimated capital cost of $77 
million, including federal and 
provincial contributions total-
ling $10 million.

A press release from FedNor 
and the NOHFC says the invest-
ments will help to improve Can-
ada’s supply chain and reduce 
import dependency for electric 
vehicle battery production. 

The federal and provincial 
funding announcement was 
made on Wednesday, December 
16.

The press release stated that 
the objective is “to accelerate 
domestic production of bat-
tery-grade cobalt sulfate, a re-
quired element needed to pro-
duce long-range electric vehi-
cles (EVs).

First Cobalt Corporation 
present and CEO Trent Mill 
stated, “The electric vehicle 
revolution is powered by co-
balt and we are thrilled to part-
ner with the Governments of 
Canada and Ontario to expand 
and recommission our North-
ern Ontario refinery bringing 
long-term, well-paying jobs to 
the community. Global demand 
for cobalt is increasing as EVs 
become more widely adopted. 
Once fully operational, our re-
finery will be the only source 
of domestic cobalt for the North 
American EV industry. Our 
value-added processing facility 
will support the North American 
and European auto sector with 
ethically-sourced, low carbon 
cobalt that will power electric 
vehicles now and into the fu-
ture.”
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Temagami Family Health Team
Submitted by Ellen Ibey

17 O’Connor Drive, P.O. Box 98, Temagami, ON  P0H 2H0
Tel: 705.569.3244  Fax: 705.569.2610

Season of Kindness
Kindness is defined as the quality of being friendly, generous, and 
considerate. Affection, gentleness, warmth, concern, and care are 
words that are associated with kindness.

One way to be kind is to open your eyes and be active when you see 
people in need. Do you notice when people could use a helping hand? 
A sense of community is created when people are kind to those who 
need help.  A kind word or a smile can be simple acts of kindness. 

For so many of us the world seems pretty dark and hopeless right 
now.  We are glued to our screens, hoping for good news, but more 
often than not we end up reading reports or seeing news clips that fill 
us with anger, fear, or a sense of helplessness.

We’re going to come in contact with a lot of people who are at their 
absolute breaking point this month. Friends, family, neighbours, co-
workers, teachers, strangers in the grocery store, retail workers. While 
it may be the merriest time of year for some, it may be the saddest, 
most stressful, loneliest, most heartbreaking for others.

We’re all busy, but we’re not too busy to be kind, caring and patient. 
Remember the best thing you can give someone this season is your 
kindness.  

The Temagami Medical Centre and Family Health Team...
committed to keeping you as healthy as possible!

ÉDUCATRICE 
MÈRE 
AIME LES ANIMAUX 
BÉNÉVOLE 

Les personnes qui utilisent des 
drogues sont de vraies personnes.
Mettons fin à la honte.  
Mettons fin au blâme. 
Mettons fin au stigma.

TIMISKAMINGHU.COM Adapted with permission from Community Drug Strategy North Bay Area.
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STARTS THIS
FRIDAY
- DON’T MISS IT! -

The Rotary Club of Englehart has been giving Santa’s elves a helping hand this Christmas season, 
as they have every Christmas for over 40 years. From the left are Rotarians Irene Bond, Burnie 
Walker, Lorie Allin and Lynne Hueston, pictured here with gifts that are part of Christmas hampers 
for Englehart and Earlton area people in need of support this year. Also part of the Christmas Box 
Committee are Charlie Warner and Sandy Austin. (Staff photo by Darlene Wroe)

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

ENGLEHART - The Rotary Club 
of Englehart has once again been 
busy checking lists and bundling 
food and toys for families in need 
of extra support this Christmas.

This season the Rotary Club of 
Englehart is providing something 
extra to families throughout the 
Englehart and Earlton areas, with 
a total of 53 families on their list. 
There are approximately 80 chil-
dren among those families.

The Christmas Box Committee 
was on hand at the Englehart and 
Area Historical Museum to use 
the main fl oor as a sorting area 

and on Monday, December 14, 
they were in full swing.

This year, the pandemic made 
it less possible for people to give 
actual donations of goods and 
toys, but monetary donations 
were about the same as last year, 
it was noted.

The committee includes Lynne 
Hueston, Lorie Allin, Irene Bond, 
Burnie Walker, Sandy Austin, 
and Charlie Warner.

All members of the Rotary 
Club of Englehart pitched in to 
assist with the annual project that 
has been taking place for at least 
40 years.

Santa’s Rotary elves getting 
ready for Christmas

The names of the recipients are 
not shared, explained Hueston.

“It is all kept very discreet.”
She said the Rotary Club of 

Englehart tries “to do what we 
can” to help ensure everyone has 
a good Christmas.
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More and more people in the 

Temiskaming region are fi nding 
discarded needles on our streets.

Needle disposal is a public health and 
safety issue that may be overlooked 
in our region.

Having safe places to dispose of 
needles is important.

Exposed, discarded needles can be 
a hazard to pets, children and anyone 
encountering them.

In the Temiskaming region sharps 
can be dropped off at Ontario Sharps 
Collection Program participants 
including pharmacies, doctors’ 
offi ces, the Timiskaming Health Unit, 
fi re departments and more.

Sharps are anything that can pierce 
the skin.

We need more community-based 
public drop-off sites for things such as 
needles, syringes and lancets.

We must take a serious look at the 
opioid crisis affecting our communities. 
We are long past a time when we 

attach any stigma to the people in 
crisis, but rather work together to 
solve the problem.

There are few families that have not 
been impacted by the opioid crisis 
and we need to fi nd a way forward in 
a respectful, non-judgmental fashion.

The opioid crisis is claiming the 
lives of people across our region and 
province at an alarming rate.

It is also impacting many more lives 
across our community where people 
are realizing the impact drugs are 
having on families, workplaces and 
health care agencies.

Addiction is a misunderstood 
condition and one that requires 
all of our understanding, care and 
compassion.

We’ve successfully banded together 
to address the COVID-19 crisis, and 
we should use those same resources 
to better manage the opioid crisis.

Safe disposal sites

Sue 
Nielsen

I couldn’t make a Christmas 
pudding or cake if my life 
depended on it, but my mother 
sure could.

I never liked fruitcake to be 
honest, I always found it too 
heavy, but my mother spent 
hours and hours making them.

Her fruitcake recipe 
came from her mother, my 
grandmother, Orpha Smith.

Mom’s Christmas baking was 
absolutely amazing, especially 
her homemade shortbread 
cookies.

Generally, she started baking 
at the beginning of December 
and every cookie tin in the 
house was washed and used as 
the baking accumulated.

To say mom was a genius 

in the kitchen would be an 
understatement.

She might not have stood for 
world peace or had a bronze 
statue in her name or discovered 
a planet, but she sure knew her 
way around a kitchen.

The kitchen was mom’s 
domain and she was the master 
baker.

I’ll never forget the year we 
lived on Baker Street (fi ttingly) 
and she made me a special 
birthday cake.

It was in the shape of a doll 
with money inside wrapped up 
in waxed paper.

I was absolutely blown away 
as a child by her gesture and her 
skill at baking.

My mother’s death changed 

Sweet 
memories

not only my life but also all of 
her children’s lives.

We no longer have our 
mother’s love and her wonderful 
baking and each Christmas we 
reach into our memory chest 
and pull out the stories from our 
childhood in Cobalt.

There was one year when 
mom had a little too much 
Baby Duck wine and she forgot 
about the potatoes cooking on 
the stove. They boiled over 
and thank goodness for my 
grandmother, all was saved.

Lena’s cheeks would get rosy 
red when she enjoyed a rare sip 
or two of spirits and her smile 
became wide and warm.

Recently my daughter asked 
me for Lena’s cookbook, she 
had a few, but the one with her 
hand-written notes all over the 
grease stained pages.

I sadly told her I had no idea 
where that precious cookbook 
was.

I love eating Christmas 
baking, especially shortbread 
cookies, and these days my 
cousin Janette gifts us a tray of 
her delicious Christmas baking.

And when I enjoy a shortbread 
cookie or two I am enjoying 
a cherished memory of my 
mother.

My mother was a beautiful 
person, not only on the outside, 
but the inside too.

She was a tiny woman, all of 
5 feet 4 inches tall, much shorter 
than her children.

She was the magic that made 
the holidays feel like home for 
us.

If you have just lost your 
mother this past year, I offer 
my sympathies. If you are lucky 
enough to have your mother 
near this holiday season, relish 
the time you have together.

Give her a hug and then give 
her another one.

Thank you mom for all the 
memories!
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ou might in a   gi t e ti ate  ON THE SPOT!

When You Shop Local, It’s WIN-WIN!

HUNTER 
HOCKEY FAN 
CO-WORKER 
UNCLE

People who use drugs are  
real people.
 

Stop the shame.  
Stop the blame. 
Stop the stigma.

TIMISKAMINGHU.COM
Adapted with permission from Community Drug Strategy North Bay Area.

OFFICE
937907 Marsh Bay Road, Coleman, 705-679-8833

OFFICE HOURS
8:30 am to 4:30 pm

COMMUNITY
NEWS

Council Meeting: The next Regular Council meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, January 4, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. The meetings are being held in the 
Community Complex Hall to allow for proper social distancing to take place. 
Prior to attending any meetings, please screen yourself in accordance with 
public health guidelines and if you feel unwell, please stay home. Changes 
to gathering restrictions due to COVID-19 may impact how meetings are 
conducted so if you wish to attend, please contact the Municipal Office in 
advance to find out how the meeting will be conducted and to register as a 
guest as there is limited capacity in the Complex Hall.
Coleman Holiday Hours: 

1. The Municipal Office and Public Works Department will be closed 
from Thursday, December 24, 2020, beginning at 12:00 noon and 
will reopen with regular hours on Monday, January 4th, 2021; 

2. The Municipal Waste site will be closed Saturday, December 26, 
2020 and will then resume regular hours;

3. No Change to the Garbage or Recycling Collection Schedules.

Municipal Waste Site:  Hours of Operation
Tuesday and Saturday - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Closed: Statutory Holidays
All garbage deposited at the Municipal Waste Site is subject to applicable 
tipping fees. 

Garbage: A maximum of three (3) regular sized garbage bags of household 
garbage will be picked-up weekly. Please ensure your garbage is out by 7 
am.

Recycling: Next collection date is Tuesday, December 29, 2020. Reminder 
to residents – All recyclable material must be bagged in clear bags 
(30”X 32”), with the exception of cardboard. All cardboard must be 
flattened for pick up. Please have recycling out before 9 am to ensure 
pick up.

Municipal Office: The municipal office is open to the public for in-person 
transactions.  Please screen yourself in accordance with public health 
guidelines, review the signs and then ring the door bell for service. 

If you feel unwell, stay home! Please minimize non-essential in-person 
visits to the office. The Township continues to encourage the use of internet 
payments through your financial institution, or by mailing cheques to the 
Municipal office. 

Building Permits are required for all construction in the Township of 
Coleman. Please allow sufficient processing time for your application.

By-law Enforcement: To report a property standards issue or if you want 
to report some illegal dumping, please contact Pete Gilboe at 705-648-
3750. 

Animal Control: For emergency animal control services, please contact 
the Animal Control Service Provider at 705-648-4583.

A reminder to Coleman Residents now that Winter is here, in 
accordance with By-law 12-15, as amended, it is an offence to deposit 
snow on or across a township road, on township or other private 
property that doesn’t belong to you. It is also an offence to deposit 
and/or re-deposit or move snow in such a way that interferes with 
or obstructs normal visibility or obstructs vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic on the street and to deposit or re-deposit snow in a way that 
encroaches on the cleared portion of the street. We thank everyone in 
advance for your assistance and cooperation. 

By Jamie Mountain
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

TEMAGAMI – Temagami 
Mayor Dan O’Mara has been 
given the go-ahead to form an 
ad hoc committee that will pro-
vide recommendations on the 
future use of the Temagami Dry 
trademark and product lines.

Council approved a motion at 
the December 10 regular meet-
ing that authorizes O’Mara to 
do so.

After the municipality pur-
chased the trademark earlier this 
year, there have been numerous 
unsolicited offers and advice re-
ceived on what the town should 
do with it.

“As we move into 2021, it 
would be prudent to have a 
more complete discussion on 
what the future of the trademark 
could be,” treasurer-administra-
tor Craig Davidson wrote in his 
report to council.

“An ad hoc committee, head-
ed by the mayor to lead this dis-
cussion, appears to be a good 
model to use to review and 
critique different options. Rec-
ommendations from this ad hoc 
committee could be received by 
council for action.”

The second part of the mo-
tion that also was agreed on by 
council was that the size and 
composition of the committee 
can be determined by the mayor.

“Depending on what is be-
ing discussed, the size of the ad 
hoc committee may need to be 
expanded or contracted,” ex-
plained Davidson.

“To make this process more 
streamlined, the second part of 
the recommendation would al-
low the mayor to make these 
adjustments in a streamlined 
fashion, rather than waiting 
for the next meeting of council 

Committee to be formed for 
Temagami Dry trademark use

where size and composition can 
be adjusted.”

O’Mara commented that there 
has been “quite some interest 
out there” when it comes to the 

use of the Temagami Dry trade-
mark and that he was hopeful 
that “we could pull something 
together in the next little while 
and we’ll go from there.”

Six-year-old Fenton Harrison was among the handful of 
Latchford residents who watched as a tree facing the Latchford 
Community Centre was illuminated. Because of COVID-19 
precautions, festivities were outdoors and brief – as the lights 
blinked on, a couple of drivers honked their horns and there 
was a round of applause and a chorus of We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas before the families dispersed. (Staff photo by Diane 
Johnston)

A LIGHT-HEARTED 
CHRISTMAS
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Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

The safest way to celebrate indoors is 
only with the people who live in your 
home. People who live alone can get 
together only with one other home.

Gatherings with friends and extended 
family can carry an increased risk of 
getting and spreading COVID-19. 
Consider celebrating outdoors or 
virtually with others that are not part 
of your household.

Know the gathering limits in your area 
before you choose to entertain with 
family and friends indoors. Indoor 
gatherings are not permitted in 
regions in Grey- Lockdown. 

For all gatherings with anyone 
you do not live with:

• maintain 2 metres physical distance

• wear a face covering

• avoid potlucks or shared utensils

• ensure everyone washes hands 
regularly, including before and a�er 
meals

Self-isolate if you are sick, even if your 
symptoms are mild and ask guests to 
stay home if they feel unwell. 

Follow provincial and local public 
health advice to keep you and your 
loved ones safe this holiday.

Stopping the spread, starts with you.

Visit ontario.ca/celebratesafely
to learn more.

This holiday 
season needs 
to be different.

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

DISTRICT — The holidays can be a stressful time, but throw in 
the pressures of the COVID-19 pandemic and you are talking about 
possible added stress loads on mental wellness.

In order to handle the stresses and strains of the busy holiday sea-
son successfully, the North Eastern Ontario Family and Children’s 
Services (NEOFACS) is offering tips from child and youth mental 
health professionals.

NEOFACS 
shares mental 
wellness tips 

for the holidays

“The holidays can be stressful for all families but are an espe-
cially trying time for children and youth who have previously, or 
who currently, struggle with behaviour or mental health issues. If 
you think your child might need more support, I encourage you to 
check in with one of our child and youth mental health clinicians. 
Let us help you manage this stressful time,” said NEOFACS exec-
utive director John Raymond in an email message.

They would like families in the region to think about their chil-
dren’s mental wellness and to reach out if help is needed by con-
tacting the agency day or night at 705-360-7100 or toll free in the 
Temiskaming district at 1-866-229-5437.
TIPS

Here are seven tips to place family wellness fi rst and to be ready 
when the holidays do become busy and stressful:
• Prioritize mental health during the holidays when things get busy 

by prioritizing children’s mental health and doing what works 
best for your family. As a parent, consider the things that feel 
realistic for you to do and then offer those choices to kids/youth 
to pick from.

• Plan early to start having conversations with children about what 
the holidays may look like so they understand things will be dif-
ferent this year due to the pandemic so they know what to expect.

• Focus on what’s under your control. When it comes to traditions 
of the holiday season, consider how to incorporate the traditions 
or at least parts of those traditions that are most important to your 
family.

• Managing disappointment can be crucial during the holidays as 
we realize the holidays won’t be the same as other years. This 
will be disappointing for many and acknowledging that disap-
pointment is important for children.

• Supporting children through grief during the holidays is import-
ant. Families can work together to work through their grief by 
supporting each other with ideas of memorializing their loved 
ones over the holidays, remembering that it’s okay for children 
and youth to be upset as there have been varying types of loss 
this year.

• Take care of yourself. The holidays can be stressful and parents 
need to look after their own personal mental wellness. Planning 
a day where the family could play a game or watch a movie to-
gether is important while acknowledging parents need to take 
time for themselves.

• Don’t underestimate your family’s resilience concerning chal-
lenges. Looking back at the year remembering positive happen-
ings is a good idea while making note of things that worked for 
your family. Each family’s take on the year will look and feel 
particular to them.
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YOUR LOCAL USED VEHICLE SUPERSTORE IN TEMISKAMING SHORES IS NOW OPEN. 
251 GRANT DRIVE, BEHIND WALMART, NEXT TO KRIEGER’S AUTO CARE

NO NEED TO TRAVEL OUT OF TOWN, OR GET A VEHICLE SIGHT UNSEEN, WE HAVE A WIDE SELECTION TO 
CHOOSE FROM, AND IF YOU DON’T SEE WHAT YOU DESIRE WE CAN CUSTOM BUY FOR YOU

GOOD CREDIT, BRUISED CREDIT, BAD CREDIT, NEW CREDIT
OUR CREDIT SPECIALISTS HAVE OVER 33 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE TO GET YOU APPROVED. ACCESS TO 

ALL LENDERS. WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR TRADES. VEHICLE APPRAISALS AVAILABLE
EASYWHEELS.CA      A VEHICLE FOR EVERYONE!

Call us locally at 705-680-0005 or Toll Free 844-560-EASY (3279)

John Collins
Regional Sales Manager 

Temagami
647-237-6402

Glenn Rudd
Sales / Finance Specialist

New Liskeard
 705-691-7369

Dezaray Robinson
 Office Manager 
New Liskeard

2016 RAM 1500 SLT 
CERTIFIED

Zero Down. Only $111.88 /week 
@6.99% O.A.C. + taxes and licensing. 

Financing, Warranty, & Carfax
 available.

2019 SUBARU FORESTER 
AWD CERTIFIED 

Zero Down only $86.88 weekly 
@6.99% O.A.C. + licensing& taxes. Fi-
nancing, Warranty& CarFax available.

2016 F150 XLT 4X4 CERTIFIED
Financing, Warranties,& CarFax avail-

able. 100% Credit Specialist. 

2015 MERCEDES-BENZ 
GLK-250 Diesel, CERTIFIED

Zero Down $94.21/week @6.99% O.A.C

2019 Mitsubishi RVR
Zero Down only $72.97 /week @6.99% 
O.A.C. + taxes & licensing. Financing, 

Warranty, & CarFax available. 

2014 Nissan Altima 2.5 SV
Zero Down $52.42/week @6.99% 

O.A.C.
Financing, Warranty,& Carfax avail-

able.

2017 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING L+
3.6 L V6 287hp, 262 lb-ft, 9 Speed 

Automatic, FWD, Leather Interior, Full 
Stow and Go Seating, Navigation, 

Adaptive Cruise Control

2017 RAM 1500 DIESEL
Incredible Mileage, 4x4, 

Zero Down $109.91/week @6.99% 
O.A.C.

Financing, Warranties, & 
CarFax available.

2018 Dodge Grand Caravan GT
Zero Down $82.43/week @ 6.99% 

O.A.C.
Financing, Warranties, & CarFax avail-

able.

2018 FORD EDGE SE AWD
Zero Down $82.43 /week @6.99% 

O.A.C. + licensing& taxes. Financing, 
Warranty,& Carfax available.

2019 Chevrolet Mailbu LT
$69.50 per week @6.99%. OAC + taxes 
and licensing. All major lenders avail-
able. Warranties and CarFax Available

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LTZ
4.3L Ecotec3 V6 with active fuel man-
agement, direct injection and variable 
valve timing, transmission, 6-speed 
automatic, electronically controlled
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Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

DISTRICT — People in the 
Temiskaming region may hope-
fully see more than a partridge 
in a pear tree when they partici-
pate in the 121st annual Christ-
mas Bird Count.

Maybe bird enthusiasts will 
spot a northern cardinal, snowy 
owl, white-breasted nuthatch, 
evening and pine grosbeaks, 
common red polls, chickadee’s 
or other interesting species that 
have been sighted in the region 
so far this winter.

The Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count is a way to collect in-
formation about bird sightings 
in this region and also across 
North America. It runs from 

December 14 to January 5, says 
Hilliardton Marsh Research and 
Education Center bird expert 
Bruce Murphy in a telephone 
interview with The Speaker.

The local count happens with-
in a 15-mile radius with Hailey-
bury being at the center.

Anyone is welcome to par-
ticipate, says Murphy, but they 
must do it on their own, in their 
own vehicle as the Marsh is not 
coordinating the bird count this 
year due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Normally the counts happen 
in groups but not during the 
pandemic.

The data collected during the 
count will be sent to the Nation-
al Audubon Society to study 
bird populations.

Christmas Bird 
Count takes fl ight in 

Temiskaming
“The count will give us a 

snapshot of birds in the area. 
We are seeing snowy owls, car-
dinals, northern gulls across the 
north,” said Murphy. “If people 
don’t see birds on the days of 
the counts, but they are seeing 
them regularly at their feeders, 
they can still be counted that 
way.”

Murphy said if people have 
questions about the Christmas 
Bird Count, how to go about it 
or any other related questions 
they can reach out to him at the 
Marsh’s Facebook page.

“We seem to be between mi-
grations, with people spotting 
lots of fi eld birds.”

He said it was a good hatch 
year for some species like car-
dinals, warblers and wrens, es-
pecially those who feed on the 
spruce budworm.

“We are seeing red bellied 
woodpeckers which is a cool 
bird we normally only see every 
fi ve or six years at the Marsh. 
Overall our numbers of species 
is down.”

Murphy has just been accept-
ed as a new committee member 
representing Northern Ontario 
on the Ontario Field Ornitholo-
gist board of directors.

He sees this as a positive for 
northern birders and the Marsh 
in particular.

While the public cannot ac-
cess the Marsh and its programs, 
Murphy reminds area birders to 

GETTING READY FOR 
CHRISTMAS

There was plenty of excitement and eager hands as Temagami 
children set about making ornaments at the Temagami Train 
Station December 5. Alyssah Grant, 6, was one of those, and 
quickly set out tracing a Christmas tree design for her project. 
The activity was hosted by Living Temagami. (Staff photo by 
Darlene Wroe)

keep track of the birds they are 
seeing and take part in the an-
nual count.

“We are seeing people who 
have become interested in bird-
ing because of what we are do-
ing at the Marsh, unfortunately 
we are closed due to the pan-
demic for now,” he said.

The Christmas Bird Count 

begins Sunday, December 20, 
in Haileybury. It extends to De-
cember 27 in the Elk Lake area 
and on January 3 counting takes 
place in Hilliardton.

A map of the count and rel-
evant information can be ac-
cessed from the National Audu-
bon website.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

Holiday Collection

No curbside collection will 
be made on Statutory 
Holidays.  When a normal 
curbside collection day falls 
on a holiday, collection shall 
be made one business day 
later.

See our website for 
information on putting waste 
in the right place and 
recycling tips.

City Hall
325 Farr Dr.
Haileybury, ON  P0J 1K0
Telephone:  (705) 672-3363
temiskamingshores.ca

JANUARY
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

FEBRUARY
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 16 27
28

MARCH
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

APRIL
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

MAY
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

JUNE
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

JULY
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

SEPTEMBER
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

OCTOBER
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

NOVEMBER
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

DECEMBER
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

2021 Curbside Waste Collection 
Schedule

Garbage
Collection

Recycling
Collection

Holiday
No Collection

Christmas Tree
Collection

Recycle Coach Available for Download

AVIS IMPORTANT

Il n’y aura pas de collecte 
lors des jours fériés.  
Lorsque la collecte tombe 
sur un jour férié, la collecte 
se fera le prochain jour 
ouvrable.

Verifiez notre site web pour 
obtenir de l’information afin 
de placer les déchets au bon 
endroit ainsi que des 
conseils sur le recyclage.

Hôtel de Ville
325 promenade Farr
Haileybury, ON  P0J 1K0
Téléphone:  (705) 672-3363
temiskamingshores.ca

janvier
D L M M J V S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

février
D L M M J V S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28

mars
D L M M J V S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

avril
D L M M J V S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

mai
D L M M J V S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

juin
D L M M J V S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

juillet
D L M M J V S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

août
D L M M J V S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

septembre
D L M M J V S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

octobre
D L M M J V S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31  

novembre
D L M M J V S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

décembre
D L M M J V S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Calendrier de collecte sélective 2021
Schedule

Collecte des
déchets

Collecte des
matières

recyclables

Jour férié (pas 
de collecte)

Collecte des 
arbres de Noël

Recycle Coach disponible à télécharger

Ne manquez jamais une autre
journ

Ne manquez jamais un
urnée de collecte!

L’application Recycle Coach est disponible 
en anglais seulement
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tenchinsurance.com

OFFICES IN
NEW LISKEARD   ENGLEHART

705-647-8188
6 Whitewood Ave.

705-544-8686
33 - 3rd St.

Phippen Plaza 883361 Hwy 65 W
New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0

Phone: (705) 647-4378    Fax: (705) 647-9240
daniel_lemire@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca
Toll Free Claims: 1-877-NU-CLAIM  (682-5246)

Toll Free: 1-800-293-8293

Home
Auto
Life 
Investments
RSPs
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5 things you could lose as a result of impaired driving

Getting behind the wheel after consuming drugs or al-
cohol can have dire conse quences. Here are fi ve things 
you may lose as a result of this choice. 

1. YOUR LICENCE
One potential penalty for driving under the infl uence is that your licence 
may get revoked. In some regions, fi rst-time offenders are prohibited 
from driving for a period ranging from several months to a year.
2. YOUR MONEY
In addition to getting fi ned for the infraction, you’ll need to pay for a lawyer. 
You can also expect to spend more on car insurance for many years to 
come. Additional expenses may be involved too. Depending on the cir-
cumstances, you may have to settle up with a victim or pay into a com-
pensation fund. You may also need to pay for a breath alcohol ignition 
interlock device. 
3. YOUR CLEAN CRIMINAL RECORD
If you’re found guilty of driving under the infl uence, you’ll end up with a 
criminal record, which could complicate many facets of your life, from 
landing a job to travelling.
4. YOUR JOB
If your job requires you to operate a vehicle (for example, if you’re a 
trucker, delivery person or taxi driver) you may be forced to leave it. This 
may also be the case if your employer demands that you have a clean 
criminal record.
5. YOUR LIFE
Impaired driving heightens your risk of being in an accident, and if you 
add poor road conditions to the equation, it could make matters worse. 
If you get into a car crash, you could be seriously injured or killed, or you 
could injure or kill your passengers or other road users. 

If you plan to consume 
drugs or alcohol, make 
sure you have a safe 
way to get home. Call a 
taxi, hire an Uber or 
catch a ride with a 
friend.
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Diane Johnston
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – 
The city has drafted a capital 
spending plan of almost $11.5 
million for 2021.

A little over $1.3 million of that 
sum will come directly from gen-
eral taxes paid by ratepayers in 
2021.

The city will borrow about 
$4.58 million, and it’ll pull al-
most $2.77 million from reserves.

A variety of provincial and fed-
eral programs and other organiz-

City approves $11.5-million capital plan

Continued from A Front
public health is also expected 
to rise. Borrowing costs for 
municipal projects will also in-
crease.

General annual support 
from the province through the 
Ontario Municipal Partnership 
Fund (OMPF) also continues to 
decline.

In 2021, it’ll drop by almost 
$80,000 to about $3.19 million.

In light of its lower operating 
budget, the city could have 
skipped any tax levy increase, 
said Councillor Jeff Laferriere, 
who chairs the city’s corporate 
services committee, at the De-
cember 8 meeting when the 
operations budget was dis-
cussed.

But when the committee 
looked at the list of big-ticket 
projects, it recommended a one 
per cent increase “to get a han-
dle on what we can afford, from 
a capital perspective,” he said.

One 
plus one
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ations will cover the remaining 
$2.7 million.

On the water and sewer side, 
it’ll transfer $883,700 from oper-
ations for capital projects and re-
serves.

The city is managing to stay 
within a one per cent tax levy 
increase while planning “a lot 
of work,” said Mayor Carman 
Kidd December 15 as council 
approved in principle the capital 
spending estimates.

ROADS
The single biggest commit-

ment is $5 million over two years 
for road work.

Specifi c roads have not yet 
been selected, but high-traffi c 
areas, transit routes, and roads 
around the new splash pad to be 
built in New Liskeard have been 
identifi ed as priorities.

Given that an estimated $50 
million in road work is needed 
across the municipality, “we’re 
not going to be able to repair 
everybody’s roads for that $5 
million,” said Mayor Carman 
Kidd when council discussed the 
fi rst draft of the capital budget 
earlier this month.

About $400,000 in upgrades 
would be done in 2021, with the 
largest share – $4.6 million – in 
2022.

Outside funding would cover 
almost $1.3 million of the total 
cost, with the municipality bor-
rowing $3.7 million.

Under a 10-year fi nancing plan 
presented to council, funding 
from a provincial infrastructure 
program would cover the bulk of 
principal and repayments for the 
fi rst seven years.

At the December 9 meeting, 
Councillor Jeff Laferriere sup-
ported the overall capital plan for 
this year.

But Laferriere, who also chairs 
the corporate services committee, 
was concerned over the long-
term impact of fi nancing.

“The more we borrow and we 
start having to make principal and 
interest payments, the compound-
ing impact that it’s going to have 
on the budget is really going to put 
more pressure on the rates that our 
ratepayers are going to see.”

If the current plan addresses 
only 10 per cent of road-relat-
ed issues and the municipality 
chooses to do another 10 per cent, 
it’ll double its borrowing costs 
for roads alone, he said.

The municipality needs a long-
er term strategy, he said.

The city does have access to 
ongoing gas tax funding and an-
nual transfers from the operating 
budget, Kidd said.

It’s also making progress on 
asset management planning, said 
city manager Chris Oslund.

“We know there’s a lot of cap-
ital work that needs to be done 
and a lot of capital renewal that 
needs to take place as well,” he 
said.

But the proposed plan provides 
a start, said Oslund.
PROJECTS

Listed below are some of the 
projects in the capital budget that 
council adopted in principle De-
cember 15:

• a new fi re station in Hailey-
bury, $1.68 million. It had origin-
ally been included in this year’s 
budget, but was dropped as coun-
cil slashed spending in the uncer-
tainty created by COVID-19.

• construction of a splash pad in 
New Liskeard, $522,000.

• new vehicles, including a 
fi re rescue vehicle for the New 
Liskeard station at $415,000, a 
tri-axle dump truck at $225,000, 

and a loader at $350,000.
• accessibility upgrades at the 

Don Shepherdson Memorial 
Arena, $450,000.

• reconstruction of the Roy 
Bridge on Uno Park Road. It’s a 
shared project with Harley Town-
ship, with the city’s portion set at 
$195,000.

• a trailer-mounted generator 
and a trailer-mounted trash pump 
for the Robert-Elm street pump-
ing station in New Liskeard, 
$190,000.

• street lights on Grant Drive, 
$130,000.

• upgrades to the New Liskeard 
marina building, based on an 
engineer’s structural analysis, 
$120,000.

• the relocation of the cross-
walk lights at Northdale Manor 
in New Liskeard to École cath-
olique Ste-Croix in Haileybury, 

and the installation at the Manor 
of a new pedestrian crossing sim-
ilar to that on John Street in New 
Liskeard, $85,000.

• resurfacing of the New 
Liskeard tennis courts, with one 
of the four courts converted into a 
basketball court and the addition 
of permanent lines for Pickleball, 
$70,000.

• two new bus shelters and a 
software app that transit users can 
access, $40,000.

• a StairMaster for the Pool-Fit-
ness Centre, $11,000.

At a meeting earlier this month, 
treasurer Laura Lee MacLeod 
noted that the projects list is not 
set in stone.

But by approving the capital 
spending estimates now, she said 
staff will be able to tender the pro-
jects and bring the results back to 
council for a fi nal decision.
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LEASE FROM

$102
2020 RAV4 LE AWD

FINANCE FROM

2.99%
APR2

FOR 36 MONTHS

FOR 40 MONTHS AT
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APR2

WITH $0 DOWN

OR

AVAILABLE IN HYBRID
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FOR 36 MONTHS

2020 HIGHLANDER LE AWD
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Local dealer may charge additional administration/documentation fees or other fees up to $1,221. Fees may vary by dealer.

ShopToyota.ca

2020 Corolla XSE

2020 RAV4
AWD Trail  

2020 Highlander 
AWD Limited

*Drivers should always be responsible for their own safe driving. Please always pay attention to your surroundings and drive safely. Depending on the conditions of roads, vehicles, weather, etc., the Toyota Safety Sense systems may not work as intended. Please see toyota.ca, your local Toyota Dealer or Owner’s Manual for details. 1On approved credit. 1.19% APR 
on a new 2020 Corolla LE CVT (BPRBLC ”A”) for 52 months equals 260 weekly payments of $63 with $0 down. First weekly payment ($63) due at lease inception. Total lease obligation of $14,217.49 (real). All-in lease includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air conditioning tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration and insurance are extra. Based 
on a maximum of 80,000 km. Additional km charge of $0.07 for excess kilometres, if applicable. Dealer may lease for less. Vehicle must be leased, registered and delivered by January 4, 2021. Or finance from 0.49% APR on a new 2020 Corolla LE CVT (BPRBLC ”A”) for 36 months equals 156 weekly payments of $153 with a down payment or trade equivalent of $0. 
Cost of borrowing is $178.63 for a total obligation of $23,769.63 (real). All-in finance payments include freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air conditioning tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration and insurance are extra. Vehicle must be registered and delivered by January 4, 2021. Dealer may sell or lease for less. See ShopToyota.ca for details. 
2On approved credit. 3.99% APR on a new 2020 RAV4 LE AWD (B1RFVT-A) for 40 months equals 174 weekly payments of $102 with $0 down. First weekly payment ($102) due at lease inception. Total lease obligation of $17,658.35 (real). All-in lease includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air conditioning tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration 
and insurance are extra. Based on a maximum of 60,000 km. Additional km charge of $0.10 for excess kilometres, if applicable. Dealer may lease for less. Vehicle must be leased, registered and delivered by January 4, 2021. Or finance from 2.99% APR on a new 2020 RAV4 LE AWD (B1RFVT“A”) for 36 months equals 156 weekly payments of $216 with $0 down. Cost 
of borrowing is $1,504.01 for a total obligation of $33,665.01 (real). All-in finance payments include freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air conditioning tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration and insurance are extra. Vehicle must be registered and delivered by January 4, 2021. Dealer may sell or lease for less. See ShopToyota.ca for details.3On 
approved credit. 3.49% APR on a new 2020 Highlander AWD LE (BZRBHT”A”) for 52 months equals 226 weekly payments of $99 with $5,400 down. First weekly payment ($99) due at lease inception. Total lease obligation of $27,579.58 (real). Based on a maximum of 80,000 km. Additional km charge of $0.15 for excess kilometres. Or finance from 1.49% APR on a 
2020 Highlander AWD LE (BZRBHT”A”) for 36 months equals 156 weekly payments of $299 with $0 down. Cost of borrowing is $1,051.84 for a total obligation of $46,512.84 (real). All-in lease and finance payments include freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air conditioning tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration and insurance are extra. Vehicle 
must be registered and delivered by January 4, 2021. Dealer may sell or lease for less. See ShopToyota.ca for details.
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