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DISTRICT - A weather event re-

sulting in serious ice conditions on 

Highway 11 between Temagami 

and North Bay November 28 

has Timiskaming-Cochrane MPP 

John Vanthof and others asking 

for answers.

They want to see more pa-

trols, with more focus on the 

area between Temagami and 

Latchford, with the view that 

weather patterns there are 

particularly prone to develop-

ing ice conditions.

Between 3 a.m. and 6 a.m. 

that morning, precipitation fell 

and froze, creating glare ice 

conditions.

The resulting impact on 

traffi c was two accidents and 

dozens of tractor-trailers and 

other vehicles stranded on the 

highway between Temagami 

and Latchford. The Temisk-

aming detachment of the On-

tario Provincial Police closed 

the highway after traffi c came 

to a halt because of ice condi-

tions.
At 6:34 a.m. and 7:05 a.m. 

the Ontario Provincial Police 

responded to two collisions 

on Highway 11, police report. 

There were no injuries, they say.

The contractor arrived on the 

Continued on 13a

DECKING THE HALLS IN TEMAGAMI

Christmas Ornaments Galore was the theme of the Christmas craft session at the Temagami Train 

Station December 5. Temagami children Elliot Belanger, 7, and his sister Seija, 6, and other area 

children were guided through the creation of Christmas ornaments for the holiday season Saturday. 

Laura Irvine is pictured here helping Elliot and Seija. The event was hosted by Living Temagami. (Staff 

photo by Darlene Wroe)

Glare ice
Highway 11 conditions raise questions

Diane Johnston

Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – The 

confi rmation of four new cases 

of COVID-19 in Temiskaming 

on the weekend isn’t surprising, 

says the district’s acting 

medical offi cer of health.

It doesn’t change public 

health advice to wear masks, 

physically distance, and limit 

the number of close contacts, 

said Dr. Glenn Corneil in a 

phone interview earlier this 

week.
On December 5, the health 

unit confi rmed a new case, the 

district’s 19th. The individual 

was admitted to Temiskaming 

Hospital and is reported to be 

in stable condition.

The patient, a contact 

of a confi rmed case, is the 

hospital’s fi rst with COVID-19 

and the second reported 

hospitalization in the district.

“We’ve been not only 

training for this, we’ve been 

doing mock drills and that 

kind of thing to try and keep 

ourselves sharp,” said hospital 

CEO Mike Baker.

On December 6, the health 

unit advised that two more 

COVID-19 cases had been 

confi rmed, one in the Kirkland 

Lake area and the other in the 

Englehart area.

Both individuals, numbers 

20 and 21 on the tally of local 

cases, were reported to be 

self-isolating and the source 

of their exposure is under 

investigation.

The health unit advised that 

close contacts of the three 

people had been or are in the 

process of being notifi ed.

At this time, there is no sign 

that the three cases are linked, 

said Corneil.

Meanwhile, another case, 

the district’s 22nd, was also 

reported on the weekend and 

then deemed resolved. The 

individual had had symptoms 

for a while before being 

tested, explained Ryan Peters, 

the health unit’s program 

manager.

RISING NUMBERS

In light of increasing case 

numbers provincially and in 

Northern Ontario, Corneil said 

it was likely just a matter of 

time before there were more 

local cases.

It’s why health offi cials 

have been reinforcing public 

messaging that, despite the 

local status of COVID-19, 

“things can change at any 

time,” he said.

It’s also a reminder that, 

by the time a positive case is 

confi rmed, that person has 

likely been contagious for 

days, he said.

Corneil said people are 

typically most contagious in 

the 48 hours before the onset 

of symptoms and then ten 

days after symptoms develop.

The public should assume 

there’s more COVID-19 in the 

community than they’re aware 

of, he said.

Letting down one’s guard 

– particularly with respect 

to masks, distancing and in-

person contacts – “increases 

one’s chance of inadvertently 

catching COVID.”

TESTING

“If people are symptomatic, 

please stay home while 

reaching out to get tested. 

That’s the only way to know 

if people’s cold symptoms are 

COVID or not,” he said.

The number of regional 

assessment centres for testing 

has increased to four, with a 

Temagami location joining

Continued on 5a

Temiskaming COVID-19 

count rises

Earlton to honour 

hockey legends 
1B
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TEMISKAMING SHORES – Temiskaming Hos-

pital will be adding up to 10 more beds as it 

struggles with high occupancy rates.

Hospital CEO Mike Baker welcomed the ap-

proval of funding, which to date is committed 

only until the end of March.

“It’s been something we’ve been still work-

ing our way through even in the face of 

COVID,” said Baker in a phone interview ear-

lier this week.

“We have already been running four beds 

that have been unfunded by the government 

because we’re so full, so that will help us offset 

those expenses,” he said.

The additional capacity is designated for 

alternate-level-of-care (ALC) transition beds.

While he’s waiting on correspondence de-

tailing the specifi cs of the funding, he said it

Continued on 9a

Temiskaming Hospital 
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in cases
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TIERED ACTIONThe Temiskaming Shores Minor Hockey Association Tier 2 Photografi ks U15 team took on the Kirkland Lake Devils in a fast paced 

affair November 29 at the Shelley Herbert Shea Memorial Arena in Haileybury. Cody Twiner initiates a fast breakout from his end 

with the puck during the game that saw the Kirkland Lake squad prevail 14-10. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Sue NielsenSpeaker Reporter

LORRAIN VALLEY — Tri-Town Ski and 

Snowboard Village volunteers are 

quietly working behind the scenes in 

preparation for another fun fi lled win-

ter of skiing, snowboarding, tubing and 

snowshoeing.All they need now is a good base of 

snow to complete their plans.
While mindful of COVID-19 protocols, 

plans are being put into place to allow for 

registrations, lift passes and rental options.

TTSSV vice president Lorna Desmara-

is noted in an email interview the club 

was considering software to do all the 

online booking/paying but it was prov-

ing to be too costly to implement.

“We’ve learnt most of the hills in 

Northern Ontario aren’t going that 

route,” she said.The club has a ticket window that 

they will utilize so people can purchase 

lift passes with minimal contact.
“We will also be working on some 

ways to reduce congestion in the rent-

al area through email requests for rent-

als and pre booking/paying for lessons, 

but the fi nal plan is not confi rmed yet,” 

she explained.As the club continues to tweak its 

pandemic protocols, they remind peo-

ple about an early bird registration. 

Those who purchase a ski or snow-

board membership by December 18 

will receive a free tubing membership 

valued at $150. Desmarais says the TTSSV will be pro-

viding more information to its mem-

bers and potential members in the 

coming days and weeks concerning 

pandemic protocols and information 

people need to have a fun season out-

side on the slopes.

By Jamie MountainLocal Journalism Initiative ReporterEARLTON – The Earlton Recreation 

Centre will go by a new name next 

year.
Armstrong Township councillor 

Kevin Léveillé was approached by 

a resident who felt the town should 

rename the arena in honour of the 

Paiement brothers, Rosaire and Wilf, 

who are from Earlton and went 

on to play in the National Hockey 

League (NHL).Léveillé then brought a motion 

before council to change the name 

of the arena, with the idea of passing 

the renaming endeavour on to 

the recently formed Centennial 

Committee to unveil the new name 

as part of the township’s centennial 

celebrations next year.But if the centennial celebrations 

don’t happen next year as planned, 

Léveillé noted at the November 25 

regular meeting that the renaming 

responsibility would come back to 

council and “we’ll see what we do 

with it at that time.”When it came to getting approval 

from the honourees to rename 

the arena after them, Léveillé 

questioned if council would need 

to get it in writing.Clerk-treasurer Amy Vickery-

Menard responded that it would be 

best that they get a written letter.
“I’m asking because I’ve been in 

contact with one of them and he 

said ‘yes, but under this condition’ 

but it’s not really a big deal,” said 

Léveillé.
Council then passed a motion 

that the Recreation Centre would 

be renamed after Rosaire and Wilf 

Paiement.
Rosaire Paiement, 75, played in 

190 regular-season NHL games 

with the Philadelphia Flyers and 

Vancouver Canucks, amassing 48 

goals and 52 assists.Wilf Paiement, 65, suited up in 

946 regular-season NHL games 

with the Kansas City Scouts, 

Colorado Rockies, Toronto Maple 

Leafs, Quebec Nordiques, New 

York Rangers, Buffalo Sabres and 

Pittsburgh Penguins, registering 

356 goals and 458 assists.
He then added 18 goals and 17 

assists in 69 playoff games.

Paiement Place?Earlton Recreation Centre to be renamed

Just add snow!
TTSSV prepares for season with pandemic protocols
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TEMISKAMING SHORES — It was a different looking hockey game with new rules 

because of the COVID-19 pandemic, but it offered the same excitement.

Time to play
Cubs return to Great North U18 action

The New Liskeard Cubs of the Great North Triple A U18 League returned to competitive play against the Trappers at 

Memorial Gardens in North Bay on Saturday, December 5.

A series of four games were played as part of a month-long mini season in which two teams from each Great North 

organization face off with pandemic protocols in place.

JPL Storage is Growing!  
Now offering the best of both worlds! 

Store and move with our 
traditional containers from 
our location in Haileybury, 

ON. 

Store at Dymond Mini 
Storage under new 
ownership in New 

Liskeard, ON 
or 

One number does it ALL!  

Local: (705) 672-2488 

Toll Free: 888 –672-2488 

Peter and Janice would like to thank the Trudel 
family for choosing JPL Storage to continue their 
legacy. We also want to thank Larry and Marlene 

Welch for our recent acquisition of their property in 
Haileybury. This much needed space will allow us to 
continue meeting the portable storage needs of this 

great community! 
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TEMISKAMING SHORES —No-
vember’s 100 Women Who 
Care Temiskaming Shores and 
More fundraiser will help chil-
dren stay warm this winter.

During the fi rst virtual meet-
ing of the new fundraising sea-
son, held November 25, the or-

ganization raised $11,000 for 
the Salvation Army Coats for 
Kids program.

Two other groups nominat-
ed for the fundraising monies 
at the November 25 meeting 
were the Temiskaming Nordic 
Ski Club and the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch 33 with 
Coats for Kids winning the 

most votes amongst the mem-
bers.

Coats for Kids is adminis-
tered by the Salvation Army 
Temiskaming Community 
Church in New Liskeard.

“As for the 100 Women Who 
Care, what can I say? They are 
people who are ready to walk 
the walk and talk the talk,” said 

Salvation Army Temiskaming 
Church pastor Brandon Keep-
ing.

“They are a force for good in 
the community and through 
their regular meetings and 
donations so many people are 
being helped. This Coats for 
Kids implementation could 
not have happened without 

them,” he said in an email in-
terview.

Keeping mentioned they 
were still trying to fi gure out 
how to administer the pro-
gram, while being COVID-19 
compliant, when they received 
news of the 100 Women dona-
tion.

At the 100 Women Who Care Temiskaming Shores and More meeting held on November 25, $11,000 was raised for The Salvation Army Coats for Kids campaign. Presenting 
the money to the Salvation Army Temiskaming Community Church on December 1 from the left are committee members Norma Hughes, Kim Peters, Sylvie Lavictoire (who 
nominated Coats for Kids), Donna Desmarais, Lois Weston-Bernstein, Coats for Kids volunteer Gail Moore, Salvation Army Lieutenants April and Brandon Keeping, 100 
Women committee members Laurie Wilson, Tarra Corneil, Michele Lamoureux and Lois Forget. In just over a year the 100 Women have given close to $50,000 back to the 
community. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Warm donation
100 Women raises $11,000 for Coats for Kids
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CORRECTION
Major Edward James Gibson Holland (VC) was a Canadian 
recipient of the Victoria Cross for his service in the Second Boer 
War in South Africa. He later served as postmaster in Cobalt. 
Incorrect information appeared in the December 4 Weekender. The 
Weekender apologizes for the error and any confusion it may have 
caused.

By Jamie Mountain
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

ELK LAKE – The annual Santa 
Claus Parade in Elk Lake is get-
ting ready to roll.

The fun Christmas event is set 
for Sunday, December 20, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. and this year’s 
theme is “Deck Your Wheels.”

Elk Lake Recreation Commit-
tee chair Josee Leveille noted 
that anyone with decked-out 
wheels (car, truck, four-wheel-

er, bicycle, tractor, etc.) can 
sign-up and take part in the pa-
rade.

“Preparations are ongoing 
and going smoothly,” said Lev-
eille in an online interview.

“(There are) no COVID ef-
fects on the parade. Floats 
normally consist of families 
and this year will be the same, 
or everyone (should) be from 
within their bubble.” 

While the exact parade route 

hasn’t yet been confi rmed, Lev-
eille noted that the rec commit-
tee has extended the length of 
the route this year so that more 
people can watch the proceed-
ings from the comfort of their 
own homes.

“The route is still being 
worked out but the parade is 
to start at Elk Lake Eco Centre 
parking lot and proceed around 
town, trying to do all streets 
so people can watch the pa-
rade from the comfort of their 
home,” she explained.

“Viewing should be from the 
comfort of people’s homes due 
to the route being changed. For 
the dead-end streets the parade 
can’t accommodate, we’ve 
asked people to park some-
where and view from the com-
fort of their vehicles.”

Leveille added that the rec 
committee’s goal with the pa-
rade is “to brighten everyone’s 
spirits” and that they hope the 
community will do its best to 
support the committee this holi-
day season.

Cash prizes will be awarded 
for the best fl oats, including $75 
for fi rst place, a second-place 
prize of $50 while $25 will be 
given to the third-place fi nisher.

To register your fl oat for the 
parade you can reach Leveille at 
J&S Variety (705-678-2246) or 
by calling 705-648-5164.

Elk Lake set to host 
Santa Claus Parade

TRAINING TIME
A dusting of snow on the ground didn’t prevent Temiskaming Running Club members Ben Drainville 
(left) and Patrick Paquette from doing half-marathon training sessions along the New Liskeard 
waterfront on November 29. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)
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"As a nurse, I recognized 
the health problems 
associated with smoking."  

           
          

      

«À titre d’infirmière, je  
reconnaissais les problèmes  
de santé associés au tabagisme.»  

Ancienne fumeuse 

1-866-747-4305 

Temagami Family Health Team
Submitted by Ellen Ibey

17 O’Connor Drive, P.O. Box 98, Temagami, ON  P0H 2H0
Tel: 705.569.3244  Fax: 705.569.2610

Growing Crisis of Prescription Drug Abuse
DID YOU KNOW...
• Canadians have become the second-largest consumers of 

prescription narcotics and other controlled substances per capita in 
the world, according to the International Narcotics Control Board.

• 16,364 apparent opioid-related deaths occurred between January 2016 
and March 2020 in Canada

• In 2020, between January and March, 1,018 deaths occurred, of 
which 96% were accidental (unintentional).

• Between January 2016 and March 2020, 20,523 opioid-related poisoning 
hospitalizations occurred in Canada (excluding Quebec).

• In 2020, between January and March, there were 1,067 hospitalizations 
due to opioid-related poisoning, of which 64% were accidental 
(unintentional).

• The province of Ontario recorded more than 1500 deaths from opioid 
related causes in 2019.

More than 4,560 suspected opioid-related overdoses occurred between 
January and March 2020 based on available Emergency Medical Services 
data from nine provinces and territories.

Patients seeking narcotic medications are a big problem in many hospital 
emergency rooms. Many patients are presenting to the ER wanting refills 
— the reason being lost or stolen pills, but another common excuse is, “I 
accidentally spilled my pills down the toilet.” Prescription of narcotics is 
restricted in many Emergency Rooms across the province.

If you are an individual who is prescribed narcotics for chronic pain 
management, it is imperative that you have your prescriptions renewed  
by your primary care provider rather than the Emergency Room. It is 
your responsibility as a patient to make an appointment with your provider 
to have your prescription(s) renewed before they run out.

Be an active member of your health care team!

Continued from A Front
“In this instance, Coats for 

Kids came about because of 
the generous donation of 
$11,000 from 100 Women Who 
Care Temiskaming. We would 
never want to see a child go 
without.”

By partnering with area 
schools the Salvation Army has 
set up an online application on 
the CJTT FM website for local 
needy families seeking help 
from the program. The dead-
line to apply is December 11 at 
noon. 

It is important to note, only 
referrals from the schools will 
be accepted as the capacity 
for open-ended applications is 
not possible at this time.

Keeping said they will begin 
to shop for the coats locally 
and then they should be able 
to hand out the coats, snow-
pants and boots to those reg-
istered by December 18 at the 
latest.

“We anticipate the need is 
greater than normal as we 
have seen the need for food 
and other assistance increase 
as well,” he said.

Not only are the 100 Wom-
en exceeding their fundraising 
goals of $10,000 at each meet-
ing, but also they are attracting 
new members as their fund-
raising machine continues to 
benefit not-for-profit groups in 
South Temiskaming.

And to date, they have gift-
ed not-for-profit groups in 
Temiskaming upwards of 
$50,000 in one year.

“We are extremely pleased to 
welcome 12 new members to 
this group of amazing women,” 
said chairperson Laurie Wilson 
in an email interview.

The group boasts 120 indi-
vidual members and 13 teams 

of two for a total of 146 com-
munity-minded women.

“You are never too young or 
too old to make a difference, 
just ask our youngest mem-
bers aged 22 and our most 
senior member at 96 years 
young,” noted Wilson.

If for whatever reason some-
one has missed sending in 
their November donation they 
can still do so by etransfer to 
100wwctemshores@gmail.
com or by brining your contri-
bution to Active 1 Source for 
Sports in New Liskeard.

100 Women raises $11,000 
for Coats for Kids

ART AND ARTISANS
Leia Weaver and her 20-month-old son Oliver Petrov were waiting in line to visit the November 27 
Noel Market held at Open Studio Libre in Haileybury. Village Noel Temiskaming handed out tiny 
homemade Christmas stockings to each visitor, while the various artisan vendors at the market 
offered homemade items just in time for the holiday season. Organized and supported by the 
Temiskaming Art Gallery, there is one more Friday evening event this week from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
December 11. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

LEADING THE WAY
The month of November was warmer than normal in the 
Temiskaming region which prompted people to be outside 
walking, running and enjoying the mild weather. Cavan 
Laferriere was running with his dogs Opal and Joe on a mild 
Monday morning, November 30, in Haileybury. (Staff photo by 
Sue Nielsen)
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At the beginning of the week, 
I stopped pounding on my key-
board long enough to listen to a 
bird’s call.

It was a joyful sound, a bird 
likely sitting in the oak trees 
just outside my Speaker win-
dow.

I had received a link for 
a round-trip Easter fl ight to 
Glasgow from my daughter. If 
I was smart and it was possible, 
I’d book that fl ight for the scant 
price of $800.

But my mind is in pandemic 
mode and air travel is not do-
able at this time.

In the meantime I take com-
fort in hearing and seeing the 
birds knowing they can fl y free-
ly anywhere they wish.

Oh how we all wish we could 

fl y away to visit loved ones or 
escape to warmer climates.

Birds don’t exist to teach us 
things but that’s what they’ve 
done for centuries.

If we take just a few minutes 
each day to really look around 
us, we will come away with a 
sense of wonder.

And a sense of wonder is 
needed to stay positive and con-
nected to our surroundings in 
these challenging times.

Life isn’t a bed of roses, we 
all know that, and I don’t have 
rose coloured glasses on.

However, I try to view my 
surroundings with astonish-
ment and wonder and stay open 
to learning about anything and 
everything.

Work, eat, sleep, is a tread-

mill we all get caught up in.
It’s important to get out of 

our comfort zones and there’s 
no more perfect time to learn 
about nature, or knitting, or 
running or playing a musical in-
strument than now.

To cultivate my sense of won-
der I look up at the sky, I listen 
for birdsong (sharper at dawn or 
dusk), I fully expand my lungs 
when outside, I observe chil-
dren playing and laughing and 
I try to do something for some-
one else.

We live in one of the most 
beautiful regions in Ontario.

You don’t have to die to expe-
rience heaven, just take a good 
look around.

Standing beneath a 300-year-
old white pine in an old growth 
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W is for wonder

“We make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give.” Sir Winston 
Churchill

It’s been said many times, and in many 
ways, Temiskaming is known for its gen-
erosity and welcoming spirit.

And judging by the actions of so many 
in our communities, Temiskaming can be 
rightly known as a region of givers.

Examples of generosity include the 
CJTT FM Christmas Wish Campaign rais-
ing a record $95,663, the Bikers Reunion 
giving back $120,000 to the community 
through the Temiskaming Hospital and 
the Community Cancer Care program, 
the 100 Women Who Care Temiskaming 
Shores and More gifting $53,000 in one 
year, North On Tap giving money to area 
food banks, and on and on.

Not only are countless people stepping 

up for others by donating their hard earned 
dollars to various causes in our area, but 
there are those who are working behind 
the scenes volunteering their time to help 
as well.

Without volunteers many of the services 
and groups in our region would not exist 
and we thank each and every volunteer.

Giving back to your community never 
goes out of fashion and it refl ects back on 
you as a person, but also the greater com-
munity.

The art of giving back is called philan-
thropy and philanthropic work helps all 
facets of a community from personal hap-
piness to increased commerce.

Hats off to the givers, the volunteers and 
the organizations working unselfi shly to 
make a brighter life here in Temiskaming.

Thank you and stay well!

The givers

forest never ceases to amaze 
me.

A UK poll says a third of 
adults have taken an interest in 
nature since the pandemic’s ar-
rival.

So my strategy during the 
pandemic is to cultivate more 
“awe” moments into my daily 
routine.

Just recently I watched two 
eagles sitting on a branch vocal-
izing their wildness to each oth-
er and I was in complete awe.

In the darkness of winter and 
with the limitations of the pan-
demic, our lives are made of the 
things we pay attention to.

Have an awesome week ev-
eryone!

“Go out, go out I beg you, and taste the beauty of the wild. 
Behold the miracle of the earth, with all the wonder of a child.” Unknown

Arrive 
alive

Speed kills.
We know there have 

been issues with vehi-
cles speeding on Lake-
shore Road between 
Haileybury and New 
Liskeard.

And Highway 11 re-
mains a perilous place 
for travel during winter 
months when roads are 
ice covered.

Let’s all slow down, 
stay safe, avoid drinking 
and drugs while behind 
the wheel, pay attention 
to the road and arrive 
alive at our destinations.
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You might win a  $20 gift certificate  ON THE SPOT!

When You Shop Local, It’s WIN-WIN!

Letter to the Editor

Dear Premier Ford,
The government of Ontario 

has missed a critical opportunity 
to protect some of its healthcare 
heroes with the new legislation 
that will amend the Workplace 
Safety and Insurance Act.

The current bill purports to 
support employers and work-
ers by continuing scheduled 
increases to benefi ts while en-
suring that premiums do not 
increase. What it fails to do is 
expand mandatory coverage 
through the Workplace Safety 
and Insurance Board (WSIB) to 
all retirement and group home 
workers in the province - those 
among our critical heroes of 
healthcare. These front-line 
healthcare workers will instead 
be deliberately left exposed to 
the risk of fi nancial ruin and 
fi nd themselves unsupported 
when hit by workplace injury or 
illness.

As you know, the number of 
lost time injuries experienced 
by these workers is as great 
as those doing similar work in 
long-term care centres, and far 
greater than the incident rate 
of hospital workers. Yet these 
workers are excluded from the 
public insurance system. In-
stead, employers offer an in-
ferior private insurance option 
that provides signifi cantly less 
protection and little recourse 
in the case of disputed claims. 
Continuing to turn a blind eye 
to this reality is indefensible. It 
is a callous sacrifi ce of people 
for dollars.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has highlighted the inferiority 
of private insurance coverage. 
Healthcare workers who con-
tracted the coronavirus in their 
workplace were not able to get 
insurance coverage when they 
became ill. This is especially 
worrisome for workers who 
are already experiencing the 
long-haul effects of COVID-19 
or have developed other condi-
tions or complications because 
of the virus. Under the public 

WSIB system, these workers 
would be covered.

In your government’s recent 
operational review of the WSIB, 
released in November 2020, au-
thors Linda Regner Dykeman 
and Sean Speer address this 
problem head-on with a recom-
mendation that WSIB coverage 
be made mandatory for devel-
opmental support workers and 
those working in residential 
care facilities, including retire-
ment and group homes. Yet this 
recommendation has not been 
followed.

Attempts to address the lack 
of coverage for these essential 
workers has also been made by 
MPP John Fraser, who has sub-
mitted three private members 
bills designed to extend WSIB 
coverage to these vulnerable 
workers. Resistance to includ-
ing these workers was in part 
due to WSIB’s unfunded lia-
bility, at one time a whopping 
$14 billion, and a rate frame-
work change. But that liability 
was resolved in 2018, almost 10 
years ahead of WSIB’s sched-
ule. The province is currently 
offering employers premium re-
ductions, rate freezes, and other 
incentives.

Private coverage costs less 
because it does less. In addi-
tion to exposure to workplace 
illness, the other known short-
comings of private insurance, 
compared to WSIB’s, include:
• wage protection for loss of 

secondary employment for 
part-time workers

• rejection of any claim in which 
the disability is owing to an 
event at a previous workplace

• meaningful system of appeal 
for rejected claims, other than 
costly civil litigation

• retraining or re-employment 
support for disabled workers

• limited or no survivor benefi ts
• limited and lower wage pro-

tection (WSIB is 85 per cent 
of net earnings, until age 65 
and with additional payment 
for noneconomic loss)

An open letter to 
Premier Doug Ford

TEACHER 
MOTHER 
PET LOVER 
VOLUNTEER

TIMISKAMINGHU.COM Adapted with permission from Community Drug Strategy North Bay Area.

People who use drugs are  
real people.
 

Stop the shame.  
Stop the blame. 
Stop the stigma.

Shop Eat Play

Wrap up your new home purchase  
with insurance so Sparkling and Bright!

• Royal LePage Best Choice Realty Ltd.
• Miller Realty Group Inc., Brokerage
• Coldwell Banker Temiskaming Realty Ltd. 

Brokerage
• Re/Max Pursuit Realty Brokerage
• Century 21 Eveline R. Gauvreau Brokerage Ltd.
• Surnet Insurance Group Inc.
• Tench-MacDiarmid Insurance Brokers Ltd.
• Cambrian-Despres Insurance
•St Cyr & Associates Insurance & Financial Services

See the Speaker 
for more info

• limited or no payment unless 
a worker is permanently and 
completely disabled
We have met with your offi ce, 

your Minister of Labour, Train-
ing and Skills Development, the 
Ministry for Seniors and Ac-
cessibility, and countless others 
on this important urgent matter. 
Expressions of concern and sup-
port have been offered, yet un-
fortunately the government has 
failed to act.

Instead, the courageous indi-
viduals who continue to serve 
our communities during this 
global pandemic are left with 
inadequate protection for the 
critical and demanding role 
they perform for our loved ones 
across the province.

Please, Premier Ford, act now 
by amending Bill 238 to protect 
all our heroes in healthcare.

Sincerely,
Ian DeWaard

Ontario Director
Christian Labour Association 

of Canada

 Missed us?
 Now you can 

 book your 
 classified ad online
 speaker.northernontario.ca



Page 6a      WEEKENDER      Friday, December 11, 2020

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

The safest way to celebrate indoors is 
only with the people who live in your 
home. People who live alone can get 
together only with one other home.

Gatherings with friends and extended 
family can carry an increased risk of 
getting and spreading COVID-19. 
Consider celebrating outdoors or 
virtually with others that are not part 
of your household.

Know the gathering limits in your area 
before you choose to entertain with 
family and friends indoors. Indoor 
gatherings are not permitted in 
regions in Grey- Lockdown. 

For all gatherings with anyone 
you do not live with:

• maintain 2 metres physical distance

• wear a face covering

• avoid potlucks or shared utensils

• ensure everyone washes hands 
regularly, including before and a�er 
meals

Self-isolate if you are sick, even if your 
symptoms are mild and ask guests to 
stay home if they feel unwell. 

Follow provincial and local public 
health advice to keep you and your 
loved ones safe this holiday.

Stopping the spread, starts with you.

Visit ontario.ca/celebratesafely
to learn more.

This holiday 
season needs 
to be different.

TIMMINS (Staff/Special) – 
FedNor has announced more 
than $3.5 million for two North-
eastern Ontario organizations 
working on innovation and in 
telecommunications.

NEOnet received $1 million 
to establish a business technol-
ogy improvement fund.

In a news release, FedNor ex-
plained:

“This strategic investment 
will allow the organization to 
provide qualifying businesses 
with up to $25,000 in non-re-
payable funding to purchase 
new technologies, specialized 
design and production equip-
ment, client management sys-
tems, as well as hardware and 
software designed to accelerate 
growth and improve productiv-
ity.”

NEOnet is a regional, 
non-profi t organization that 
facilitates information and 
communication technology 
networks in Temiskaming and 
Cochrane.

It was also awarded $925,000 
in operational funding over 
three years.

FedNor support “will allow 
us to enhance broadband and 
telecommunications services 
and help businesses adopt digit-
al technology and e-commerce 
solutions to improve produc-
tivity and profi tability,” stated 

NEOnet chair Gerard Bruneau 
in a news release.

Northern College, mean-
while, was given $1.2 million 
for equipment for its new in-
novation hub at its Timmins 
campus.

“Once complete, this 
23,000-square-foot facility will 
provide an experiential learning 
space to accelerate industry re-
search and product commercial-
ization,” FedNor said.

“With a particular focus on 
mining technology, the innov-
ation hub will feature welding 
and machine shops, as well as 
a series of specialized labs that 
focus on resource exploration 
technology, advanced manufac-
turing, prototyping and testing, 
augmented and virtual reality, 
analysis and isolated research, 
and alternative energy.”

In a related development, it 
also provided $378,000 to en-
able the college to hire an in-
dustry liaison coordinator and a 
pre-commercial research tech-
nician to facilitate industry and 
academic partnerships on re-
search and innovation projects.

When complete, FedNor said 
the projects are expected to sup-
port more than 400 businesses 
while helping to create and 
maintain more than 90 mid-
dle-class jobs in the region.

TIMMINS (Special/Staff) – 
There’s been a change in the 
top spots around the region’s 
English Catholic school board 
table.

At a recent meeting of the 
Northeastern Catholic District 
School Board, Fred Salvador 
Jr. of Timmins was acclaimed 
board chair for the coming year.

Salvador, who had served as 
the board’s vice-chair, succeeds 
Timmins trustee Glenn 
Sheculski.

“It is my prayer that as 
we approach 2021, and with 
recent announcements about a 
potential vaccine for COVID-19 
being approved, we can all 
return to a little more normalcy 
within our school community,” 
said Salvador in a news release.

He said he’s looking forward 
to working with all trustees to 
ensure that the board provides 
“the very best Catholic 
education for all of the students 
and families that we represent.”

Joining him as vice-chair 
is Kapuskasing trustee Denis 
Lincez, who too was acclaimed.

FedNor supporting 
Timiskaming, Cochrane

Northeastern Catholic 
board acclaims chair, 

vice-chair

FRED SALVADOR JR.

DENIS LINCEZ
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CONTACT YOUR SALES REP 
OR AMY: 

(705) 647-6791   ext. 229      
promo@northernontario.ca 

$2995
EACH

• Youth & Adult Sizes available.
• Colours to choose from include White, Black, Grey, Navy, 
  Royal Blue and Pink.
• Choose from 4 of our pre-made design from our 
  collection and simply make it your own.

12 Days of Christmas
Personalized Hoodies
Pick Your Design
Pick Your Colour

Pick It Up

ÉTUDIANT  
ARTISTE 
FRÈRE 
BÉNÉVOLE

TIMISKAMINGHU.COM Adapted with permission from Community Drug Strategy North Bay Area.

Les personnes qui utilisent des 
drogues sont de vraies personnes.
Mettons fin à la honte.  
Mettons fin au blâme. 
Mettons fin au stigma.

This painting, now located at the Cobalt Community Hall, may be a composite of several local mining elements, says Mining Museum 
vice-chair Reg Holdsworth. The artist’s signature is that of C.F. Gough of Toronto. (Staff photo by Darlene Wroe)

COBALT (Staff) - There is still 
some mystery in a large 16-by-
6 foot painting in the Cobalt 
Community Hall. 

The painting had hung in the 
Cobalt Mining Museum for 
many years, says museum vice-
chair Reg Holdsworth. In 2003, 
the museum was given several 
paintings of the Cobalt Mining 
Camp headframes and to make 
room for them, the larger paint-
ing was taken down and moved 
to the community hall, relates 
Holdsworth. 

He believes the painting is 
a compilation of area mining 
structures from over the years, 
and in particular the Nipissing 
96, which is no longer standing. 
At the right of the building is 
a brick structure which Holds-
worth believes represents the 
Haileybury School of Mines 
which had a signifi cant role in 
the mining community.

He says the mill on the left in 
the painting is typical of Cobalt 
Mining Camp mills of the area.

The painting also closely re-
sembles the Geraldton Hardrock 
Mine, artist Laura Landers says.

Holdsworth said neither he 
nor past curator Ann Fraboni 
can remember the origin of the 
large painting.

Mystery painting coming into focus
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Write your Letters to

SANTA
It’s time!

Write your letter to Santa 
today and it will be published in 

a Special Section in The  Temiskaming Speaker after 
we forward it to Santa at The North Pole.

Mail to:  Santa 
C/O / The Temiskaming Speaker

P.O. Box 580, N. L., ON  P0J 1P0
Or Drop off at 18 Wellington Street, S.

or email to: classifieds@northernontario.ca

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

DISTRICT - One notable con-
clusion came out of two similar 
studies conducted by KPMG for 
the Municipality of Charlton and 
Dack and Chamberlain Town-
ship, as well as for the neighbour-
ing municipalities of the Town of 
Englehart and Evanturel Town-
ship. 

The shared services agreement 
between Charlton-Dack and 
Chamberlain should be show-
cased.

That was the opinion of KPMG 
Sudbury fi rm senior manager 
Chas Anselmo when he delivered 
the studies’ results.

The Charlton-Dack and Cham-
berlain received the offi cial pres-
entations November 18 and Nov-
ember 19 respectively. Englehart 
and Evanturel have also received 
similar presentations. The studies 
were funded through the prov-
incial government’s Regional 
Modernization Program Intake 
One.

The shared services agreement 
between Charlton-Dack and 
Chamberlain is “not something 
we see as common practice,” An-
selmo commented when speak-
ing to Chamberlain Township 
council.

“Your two municipalities have 
entered into an agreement we 
consider would be best practi-
ces.”

The two municipalities share 
administrative staff, an offi ce, 
public works, and solid waste 
management.

Even the shared services in 
place between the four Engle-
hart area municipalities are “a 
high degree of shared services,” 
he said. The four municipalities 
work together in providing ser-
vices for building, planning, de-
velopment, fi re, recreation and 
culture.

The intention of the studies was 
to identify opportunities for in-
creased effi ciencies and cost-sav-
ings for services.

KPMG was also to look at 
the unincorporated townships of 
Robillard, Savard and Pacaud to 
see if they could be brought into 
closer arrangements with Charl-
ton-Dack and/or Chamberlain.

However, KPMG provided 
no guidance regarding openings 
with the unincorporated town-
ships. He reported he attempted 
to contact the roads board chair 
for the three unincorporated 
townships with no success.
ENTICING

Anselmo said to reach an 
agreement with unincorporated 
townships would require “a busi-

ness plan that would entice those 
municipalities.... You need buy-in 
from those areas.”

Some cost-savings or improve-
ments could be possible for the 
four incorporated municipalities, 
in the areas of group purchas-
ing, training, and jointly market-
ing regional tourism, he noted. 
He also suggested an agreement 
should be entered for recreation 
and cultural activities, with the 
goal of “ensuring not one muni-
cipality feels they are bearing the 
greater cost.”

There was disappointment 
expressed at the Charlton-Dack 
meeting that a shared municipal 
building for the four Englehart 
area municipalities was not ex-
plored.

Charlton-Dack Reeve Merrill 
Bond had strong words about the 
studies’ results, stating they were 
“a waste of money.”

Bond has been actively pur-
suing shared services for several 
years, and commented he had 
“wanted to pursue this.” He had 
been hoping the studies would 
show pathways to continue to 
grow shared services in the area.

He said he would consider the 
“few things that were there” that 
were identifi ed in the study, but 
overall, “I’m just sorry it didn’t 
show us any way to move for-
ward on this.”

Chamberlain Reeve Kerry 
Stewart also said he was 
disappointed by the studies.

He had particularly been inter-
ested in opportunities with the 
unincorporated Pacaud Town-
ship. He expressed hope to dis-
cuss the matter with a represent-
ative of the Ontario Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs.

Evanturel Reeve Derek Mun-
dle later commented in an email 
to The Speaker that “some might 
see (the study) as a waste as not 
a lot of new opportunities were 
presented. The study did confi rm 
though that a lot of initiatives 
we are already undertaking are 
working and are providing either 
a cost savings or an enhancement 
of services.”

He commented on a shared 
municipal building saying, “The 
scope of the study wasn’t to in-
clude amalgamation and although 
I realize sharing a municipal hall 
isn’t that, many residents might 
see it that way. Which again goes 
back to the point about shared 
services either providing a cost 
savings or an enhanced service. 
Evanturel Township council is 
proud of the customer service that 
our staff provide our residents 
and this is always considered be-
fore any changes to services or 
service delivery are considered.”

Glowing 
commendations, 

but low on 
recommendations
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334687 Hwy 11 North, Englehart

NORTHERN PRIDE

NORTHERN PRIDE

NORTHERN PRIDE

Sally Cliff
Broker of Record
705-544-3155

Evelyne Nemcsok
Sales Representative
705-647-2728

“Service You Deserve, People You Can Trust.”

705-568-8833
705-544-8833
334687 Hwy. 11 North, ENGLEHART

independently owned and operated
www.northernpride.ca

VACANT LAND
Lot 12 & 13 Concession Street, Charlton TM191394 $8,000

80 Prospect Avenue, Kirkland Lake 

TM200826 $22,000

WATERFRONT ACREAGE Misema Lake, Anthony Twp. MLS# 

TM200469 $169,000

Lots 4 – 10 Wilson Avenue, Kirkland Lake TM190564 $70,000

https://www.facebook.com/northernpriderealestate/

WATERFRONT
PROPERTIES

KIRKLAND 
LAKE

&
AREA

COUNTRY
PROPERTIES

33 Tenth Avenue, 
Earlton $79,900 
MLS # TM192168

Code: 3874

OUTLYING
AREAS

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

766215 Bear Road, 
Savard  $89,900 
MLS# TM201402 

Code: 8532

TOUR OUR 

LISTINGS 

FROM THE 

COMFORT OF 

YOUR FAVORITE 

CHAIR. 

We are proud to 

offer you 360° tours 

on the majority 

of our listings. To 

access the tour, type 

in  gogira360.com/

northernpride/(the 

numbered code).

 Eg. for 41 Third 

Street, Englehart: 

gogira360.com/

northernpride/9619

ENGLEHART

Misema Lake
MLS# TM200469

$169,000
354 acres of peace 

and serenity. 

97 Sixth Avenue, Englehart 
$119,900

MLS# TM201238 
Code 6564

2A Island Road, 
Robillard 

TM#201364 
$450,000 Code: 547

NEW - FEATURE HOME

41 Third Street, 
Englehart
$295,000

MLS# TM201706
Code: 9619

4 Jordash, Lebel Twp.
$225,000
TM201696

122 Pollock Street, 
Kirkland Lake

$33,000 TM201781

336353 Hwy 11, 
Chamberlain $189,000 

MLS# TM201315 
Code: 87

SOLD

22 Agnes Street, 
Charlton-Dack 

$280,000
TM 202069

3 First Street, Englehart  
$145,000 TM202075

Lakeside living awaits! 
Beautifully landscaped, 
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
2200 square foot year 
round home, complete 
with hardwood, and 

ceramic tile fl oors. Also 
featuring year round 

municipal road access, 
hydro, & propane fi re-

place. Plus the fabulous 
kabana & sauna, & 27’ x 
12.75’ garage, and gen-
erator back up. Entertain 
friends and family in the 
open concept living / din-
ing room, then relax and 
unwind, and take in the 
views of the lake from 

the main fl oor sunroom, 
or from the loft off the 
master bedroom. Enjoy 
great fi shing on miles of 

Lake. 

286320 Sprucegrove 
Road, Evanturel - 

$389,000.

2A Island Road, Robillard   MLS # TM201364  $450,000 Code 547

NEWPRICE

N 1/2 of S 1/2 lot 1 
Con 2 Dack 80 acres 

$72,0000

SOLD in 2 Days!

SOLD in 2 Days!
SOLD
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See the Speaker 
for more info
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March 21 -
April 19

June 22 -
July 22

January 20 - 
February 18

July 23 -
August 22

October 23 -
November 21

February 19 - 
March 20

August 23 -
September 22 November 22 -

December 21

May 21 -
June 21

April 20 -
May 20

At this ti me of year, it’s 
normal for your credit 
card to get a lot more 
use. You’ll have to choose 
between Christmas gift s, 
social acti viti es and a 
family vacati on. Take some 
ti me to refl ect before you 
make a decision.

Even though the holidays 
haven’t started yet, your 
home is already packed with 
guests. If you have young 
children, they’ll end up 
inviti ng a lot of friends over 
before the winter break 
begins.

It might take you a while 
to get into the spirit of the 
season, but in the end, 
you’ll embrace the magic of 
Christmas. You’ll volunteer 
with a local charity and 
spread holiday cheer among 
the less fortunate members 
of your community.

Your heart will be set on 
partying, and you’ll be 
surrounded by people all 
week. You’ll also spend 
a lot of ti me in crowded 
stores, but it’ll be an 
enjoyable expe rience. 
You’ll be invigorated by 
this holiday frenzy.

Abundance is on the 
horizon, and the idea to 
take a trip down south 
will cross your mind. You 
need an adventure and 
new experiences. You 
might also consider the 
possibility of working 
abroad.

Depending on your 
situati on, you might decide 
to conti nue your educati on 
so you can improve your 
standard of living. You’ll also 
hear about an opportunity 
to make some extra cash, 
which would allow you to 
pay off  some of your bills.

You may need to cut a few 
people out of your life. Your 
focus will be on your partner 
and immediate family. You 
certainly don’t need toxic 
people in your life who drain 
your energy and sow discord 
in your other relati onships

Your loved ones will 
expect you to make all 
the arrangements for the 
holiday season, especially if 
you’ve done so in the past. 
Re member to delegate 
tasks so that everyone does 
their fair share this year.

You’ll get started on 
wrapping your Christmas 
presents. You’ll spend a lot 
of extra ti me making each 
package look unique so 
you can dazzle your loved 
ones. You’ll impress quite a 
few people.

You’ll be the focus of 
everyone’s att enti on 
because of your work on 
a parti cular project. You 
might assemble your family 
to go on a spontaneous trip 
or partake in a fun acti vity 
during the holidays.

You’ll be quite popular 
this week. You’ll receive 
numerous invitati ons 
to parti cipate in various 
acti viti es, but you’ll want 
to decline most of them. 
However, you’ll change 
your mind at the last 
minute, especially if given 
the opportunity to party.

It won’t be easy to sti ck 
to your Christmas budget. 
You’ll end up buying 
expensive gift s for your 
loved ones and several 
other key people. Though 
the cost will be high, 
your generosity will be 
appreciated.

December 22 -
January 19

September 23 - 
October 22
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. lattene  at the poles
. oric 
. enith
. Resta rant 

 employee
. erg
. r cifi
. ee
. an lor
. oli ay nn  rin
. n ian title
. egen
. an er
. all o t
. orn hol er
. oot all n m er
. lass
. alente
. se  a loom
. either goo  nor a
. tew meat
. ol lore monster
. ristocracy
. ompah horn
. ewspaper section
. en nec wear
. itness
. aste
.  certain grape
. Marine mammal
. ist nit
. eer
. arantee
. ipper  l s wi e
. Master
. ite smalla

Answers For  Crossword on 4b

. Rime

. istri te
D O W N
. ran erry location
. ro e h man
. inish together
. ellow player
. emale oice
. ow catcher
. he  nci ent
. nthropoi
. how e cessi e lo e
. ool pro cer
. nnoy
. ertain e am
. aw
. ct
. octrine
. Relating to heat
. leric
. Mama pig
.  i e  a r.
. in  o  achelor
. rly ca ageli e 

 veggie
. Row
. hort
. rigonometric nction
. rchestral piece
. nchor
. ense
. aste
. Eight si e  fig re
.  or reason
. o n  co er
. o nging garment
. a le
. t all
. s hairstyle
. alaman er
. oah s oat
. a stic
. ortly
. E cessi e interest
. a cala o ering
. oo s ga get
. wipe
. lac
. itional
. pproaching
. i emo the  ar
. olt
. s well
. orm o  some

 toothpastes
. el respect
. teep hemp

Temiskaming  
Cat Rescue
705-622-0555

Meet 
 Mike...

I’m a  
12 Week-Old Boy  

who is looking for a family 
to call my own.  

I am vaccinated, neutered 
& have my booster.
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PROMOTIONAL SNOW SLED

Delivery time: 7 to 10 working days after proof approval

Promotional Snow Sled - 1 Color Imprint

50 100 250 500 1000 2000

PSS1 - Promotional Snow Sled 13.59 11.59 9.59 8.99 7.99 7.59

Additionnal Color 3.99 2.49 1.39 1.29 1.09 0.89

C C C C C C

This winter, take advantage of the trend towards outdoor 
activities to help your customers get their brand noticed.

Our Promotional snow sled is the perfect item to add
a touch of levity to their marketing. 

• Available in 4 colors: white, orange, blue and red
• Made of 0.023 polyethylene
• Size of 17” by 47”
• Printing area (1 color) of 12” by 16” or 16” by 12”

We use high density polyethylene so our
promotional snow sled is recyclable!

Have a great time!

CONTACT YOUR SALES REP 
OR AMY: 

(705) 647-6791   ext. 229      
promo@northernontario.ca 

WE WILL MATCH ANYONE’S PRICE!

WE•DO•THAT

$1495
EACH

MADE IN
CANADA

S NOW  S L E D
Th is  w int er, t ak e ad vant age of  t h e t rend  t ow ard s  ou t d oor ac t ivit ies  t o h elp  y ou r c u s t omers  get  t h eir b rand  not ic ed .
Ou r Promot ional s now  s led  is  t h e p erf ec t  it em t o ad d  a t ou c h  of  levit y  t o t h eir mark et ing. 

• Available in 4 colors:  white, orange, blue and red
• M ade of 0 .0 2 3  polyethylene 
• Size of 17 ’ ’  by 47 ’ ’ .
• I mprint area ( 1 color)  of 12 ’ ’  by 16 ’ ’  or 16 ’ ’  by 12 ’ ’ .

We use high density polyethylene
so our Promotional snow sled is recyclable!

The Latchford Volunteer Fire 
Department is pictured here with 
their recently upgraded fl eet, and 
their nearly completed addition to 
the Latchford fi re hall. From the left 
are Deanndra Baskey, Trent Matton, 
Natalie Hunter, Chantal Paquin, 
Cory Block, Deputy Fire Chief Perry 
Livingston, Fire Chief Mike Beaupre, 
Robert Venne, Captain Cliff Coe, and 
Lieutenant Roger Clark. (Staff photo 
by Darlene Wroe)

LATCHFORD (Staff) - The Latchford 
Volunteer Fire Department has some 
big Christmas presents it has been un-
packing.

The Town of Latchford has purchased 
a 1993 GMC Top-Kick four-person 
pumper for the fi re department.

Fire Chief Mike Beaupre says the new 

pumper was purchased from Selwyn 
Township, near Peterborough, for a very 
good price, and replaces a 1980 pumper.

The fi re department’s fl eet includes 
two pumpers and a rescue van.

Among the fi re department’s duties is 
attendance to Highway 11 accidents.

Another big present under the tree for 

the fi re department is a new addition to 
the fi re hall. 

The work on the hall is still taking 
place, but is expected to be completed 
in the early winter. The hall addition has 
been needed for years.

The Town of Latchford was able to se-
cure a deal with Ontario Northland when 

a derailment occurred on the nearby rail 
line, resulting in timber being spilled 
into a low-lying area.

Under the arrangement, volunteers 
helped haul the timber out of the area, 
which was then allocated to the con-
struction of the addition, making the 
project fi nancially feasible.

All pumped up for Christmas




