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TEMISKAMING SHORES 

— Wishes do come true, 

especially if you are the 

organizers of the annual 

CJTT FM Christmas Wish Campaign.

In just 18 hours a new fundraising record was set 

when the CJTT FM Christmas Wish campaign wrapped 

up its 2020 annual on-air fundraiser November 20.

This year the campaign aimed at helping needy 

children and families in South Temiskaming raised a 

staggering $95,663.

“To say I am speechless might be an understate-

ment. What’s the word I am looking for…reverence?” 

said station manager Gail Moore in a telephone inter-

view. “It amazes me how this community continues 

Mega wishes
Christmas Wish 

campaign sets 

fundraising record

Due to a technical error,

 the TV listings were not 

published in 

this week’s edition. 

If you would like the listings, 

hard copies will be 

available at the Temiskaming 

6SeaNer 2ffi ce�

LIGHTING IT UP
Amy Belanger got in touch with her festive creative side as she painted a Christmas light decoration during a free 

Christmas craft workshop at Open Studio Libre in downtown Haileybury on November 21. The workshop was 

open to all ages. (Staff photo by Jamie Mountain, LJI reporter)

Darlene Wroe

Speaker Reporter

DISTRICT - This is going to be a different kind of 

Christmas. In many cases, people are making the 

hard choice to stay home in their own region this 

season, and not to visit loved ones in other areas.

Nevertheless, people still have Christmas 

shopping lists, and are still intent on giving gifts.

The difference this year is that many gifts may 

have to be shipped instead of being personally 

delivered.

So, what services are available for delivering 

packages, and how timely are they going to be?

Ontario Northland director of marketing and 

communications Rebecca McGlynn said in a 

telephone interview that the bus parcel service 

“overall is a fairly fast option.”

To ship a parcel, the sender must go to the 

local bus parcel agency and fi ll out the necessary 

paperwork to ship the item.

“It is the same day in a lot of cases,” she said. “It 

depends where your destination is.” Parcels under 

25 pounds can be shipped and received on the 

same day to many locations for as low as $11, it was 

noted.
Destinations outside the region will require more 

time. Ontario Northland can get parcels as far west 

as Winnipeg, as far east as Ottawa, as far south as 

Toronto, and as far north as Hearst and Moosonee. 

When the parcel is going further and must be 

transferred between buses and shipping partners, 

more time will have to be factored in for this process.

Also, the recipient may have to go to the local bus 

parcel agency to pick it up, but some larger centres 

offer door delivery. Senders can ask about this 

option when sending the parcel out.

The service does get used more during the 

holiday season and for that reason be prepared and 

pack your parcel carefully, McGlynn recommends.

Purolator advises by way of its automated 

message to allow one to three days for parcel 

shipments through that service. Purolator also 

notes that at this time it has suspended its on-time 

delivery guarantee.

CANADA POST

Canada Post is preparing for an increase in parcels 

fl owing through its system as a result of Black Friday.

On top of that, “We’re expecting this to be the 

busiest Christmas ever,” said Canada Post New 

Liskeard retail clerk Ashlee Carleton. It is expected 

that there will be “extremely high volumes,” she 

said, and asks people to be patient as they wait for 

their packages.

For those sending out parcels she recommended 

that people get them in the mail in the next week 

or two. If they can do that, recipients should get 

their parcels by Christmas, but if items are put in 

the mail any later than the next week or two, they 

will probably not reach their destination through 

Canada Post “if it continues like this,” she envisioned.

Speeding 
ahead

Broadband guarantee 

bill heading 

to second reading

Diane Johnston

Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – Temiskaming’s MPP is 

pressing for legislation that would ensure all Ontarians 

have access to high-speed internet by 2030.

The second reading of Bill 226, Broadband is an 

Essential Service Act, is scheduled for tomorrow 

(November 26) in Queen’s Park.

The recent commitment in the provincial budget of 

additional funding for rural broadband is “welcome 

news,” said Timiskaming-Cochrane MPP John Vanthof.

But in a letter to municipal leaders in the riding, 

the New Democrat MPP said some issues remain 

unaddressed, namely a failure to meet earlier funding 

commitments and the absence of a strategy ensuring 

service for all Ontarians.

That makes implementation of the bill “paramount,” 

Vanthof wrote.

Vanthof tabled the bill in the provincial legislature 

November 3.

It calls on the Ontario government to develop a 

broadband connectivity strategy that would ensure 

Shop/ship
Busiest Christmas ever for parcel services
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ENGLEHART - A mother of young children asked 

Englehart council if they would change the COVID 

regulations for the arena.
Children in skating or hockey are allowed to have 

one other person with them when they participate 

in their sport.Lisa Petitclerc explained that her children have 

different nights of the week when they are at the 

arena, but she also has a baby and that she needs to 

bring him with her when she can’t fi nd a babysitter.

She explained that it is diffi cult to fi nd a sitter for a 

baby but is much easier to fi nd people to babysit an 

older child.However, due to the COVID regulations for the 

arena, she is not allowed to bring her baby with her 

while she watches one of her other children on the ice 

that evening. She told council she didn’t know what 

to do and asked them to allow babies to be brought 

with their parent.“I don’t want to tell the kids they can’t play hockey,” 

she said. “They’re missing out on so much because of 

COVID.”
Englehart council members expressed sympathy, 

but all supported the need to strictly abide by the 

regulations governing the use of the arena during 

the pandemic.

Looking for a fun and 
socially distanced sport to partici-pate in this win-ter? Great news! We will soon be curling at the Horne Granite Curling Club as per Curling Canada’s 

COVID-19 Return to Play 
Guidelines.New members are always welcome and cur-

rent members get a discount for recruiting 

new members! Call the club at (705) 647-4422 

or email membership@hornegranite.com for 

more info!LEAGUESYouth League - Monday and Wednesday Nights

Afternoon League - Tuesdays and Thursdays at 

1 p.m.
Tuesday Night Open League

Wednesday Night Mixed League

Thursday Night Men’s League
Ladies Night every second Tuesday

There will not be any in-person registration 

nights. Leagues and rates remain the same as 

last year.
Forms and documents can be found on our 

Facebook page, by calling the club at (705) 647-

4422 and leaving a message or by emailing 

membership@hornegranite.com.

Steven LarocqueSpeaker Editor

ENGLEHART – Uncertainty rules these days thanks 

to the pandemic, but plans still need to be made for 

2021.

The City of Temiskaming Shores Age Friendly Community group gets together twice monthly at the Tri-Town Bowling Lanes. On a recent outing, Holly Johnson goes for a 

strike in the Get Active Bowling program, observing COVID-19 protocols. Bowlers can be active and socialize at the same time. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

FRIENDLY ACTIVITY

Horne Granite Report Arena regulations hard but necessary, says council

Still in playPlanning still ongoing for OFSAA hoops tourney

One of those projects still in 
the works is the OFSAA Girls 

A-level basketball tournament 
that will be hosted by Engle-

hart High School (EHS) next 
November.All Ontario Federation of 

School Athletic Associations 
(OFSAA) championships were 

cancelled for 2020 because of COVID but everyone 

has their fi ngers crossed the situation will be better 

in ’21.
“Our planning committee is hopeful that sports will 

be back in a year,” said EHS principal and coach Cathy 

Beauchamp.“The event itself might look different, but we can 

only speculate at this time about those changes,” she 

said in an email interview.
“The event usually involves a banquet gathering of 

over 300 people, so that might need to be changed 
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OPTIONS, SOLUTIONS & 
SERVICE THAT WORKS.

705-672-2488
 JPLSTORAGE.CA

1-888-672-2488

JPL Storage is Growing!  
Now offering the best of both worlds! 

Store and move with our 
traditional containers from 
our location in Haileybury, 

ON. 

Store at Dymond Mini 
Storage under new 
ownership in New 

Liskeard, ON 
or 

One number does it ALL!  

Local: (705) 672-2488 

Toll Free: 888 –672-2488 

Peter and Janice would like to thank the Trudel 
family for choosing JPL Storage to continue their 
legacy. We also want to thank Larry and Marlene 

Welch for our recent acquisition of their property in 
Haileybury. This much needed space will allow us to 
continue meeting the portable storage needs of this 

great community! 

JPL Storage is Growing!  
Now offering the best of both worlds! 

Store and move with our 
traditional containers from 
our location in Haileybury, 

ON. 

Store at Dymond Mini 
Storage under new 
ownership in New 

Liskeard, ON 
or 

One number does it ALL!  

Local: (705) 672-2488 

Toll Free: 888 –672-2488 

Peter and Janice would like to thank the Trudel 
family for choosing JPL Storage to continue their 
legacy. We also want to thank Larry and Marlene 

Welch for our recent acquisition of their property in 
Haileybury. This much needed space will allow us to 
continue meeting the portable storage needs of this 

great community! 

JPL Storage is Growing!
Now o�ering the best of both worlds!

One number does it ALL!
Local: (705) 672-2488

Toll Free: 888 –672-2488
Peter and Janice would like to thank 
the Trudel family for choosing JPL 
Storage to continue their legacy. 
We also want to thank Larry and 
Marlene Welch for our recent 
acquisition of their property in 
Haileybury. �is much needed space 
will allow us to continue meeting the 
portable storage needs of this great 
community!

We’re Growing!
Now you can contact us to store at 

Dymond Mini Storage.

• MPP John Vanthof is leading a charge to have high-speed Internet access across Ontario by 2030.
• Shipping Christmas packages must be done earlier than normal due to higher shipping volumes due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.
• The CJTT FM Christmas Wish Campaign continues to set fundraising records as it supports needy families in South 

Temiskaming.
• An Ecole secondaire catholique Sainte-Marie graduate has received a Perseverance Scholarship.
• Temagami is assessing its winter recreation options.

• An Englehart resident has outlined a proposal for an in-home gun sales business 
and put the plan before council.

• Victims and survivors of crime and tragic circumstances were honoured during 
Victims and Survivors of Crime Awareness Week.

• The Latchford arena will not have ice this winter due to the pandemic.
• New Liskeard BIA coordinator Sherren Reil is encouraging people to shop 

local this holiday season.
• The big orange ball will bounce up and down the court as planning for the 2021 Ontario 

Federation of School Athletic Associations (OFSSA) Girls A-level tournament next November is going 
ahead.

• Englehart council was asked to change its arena protocols by a mother of young children.

Even COVID-19 couldn’t stop Santa from making an appearance this Christmas season. Parents and their children were able to take 
part in a drive-by greeting with Old St. Nick in downtown Haileybury on the evening of Friday, November 20. The free event was put on 
by the Haileybury business group and followed the virtual lighting of the trees in Cenotaph Park. Vehicles lined up on Georgina Avenue 
heading north before then greeting Santa at the corner of Georgina and Main Street. (Staff photo by Jamie Mountain, LJI reporter)

TEMISKAMING SHORES (Staff/
Special) – A six-week cam-
paign aimed at keeping im-
paired drivers off the road 
kicked off on the weekend.

The Festive RIDE – Reduce 
Impaired Driving Everywhere 
– began November 21 and will 
continue through January 2.

“All motorists should ex-
pect to be stopped and/or en-
counter a RIDE program,” said 
Inspector Joel Breault, com-
mander of the Temiskaming 
OPP detachment, in a news 
release.

“If you are going to consume 
alcohol or drugs, please make 
appropriate arrangements 
ahead of time to make sure 
everyone can enjoy a happy 
and safe festive season.”

Police are reminding motor-
ists that penalties for driving 

Festive 
RIDE 
hits the 

road

HI SANTA!

while impaired by drugs – be 
they prescription, over-the-
counter, or illegal – are the 
same as those that apply to 
drinking and driving.

In the release, police say 
they’re determined to dispel 
the myth that offi cers can’t de-

tect drug impairment.
The OPP said offi cers are 

trained as drug recognition 
evaluators, “giving them the 
authority and tools needed to 
detect drug-impaired drivers.”

As of December 2018, po-
lice in Canada can demand a 

roadside breath sample from 
any lawfully stopped driver, 
without having a reasonable 
suspicion that a driver is alco-
hol-impaired.

The OPP reminds drivers 
that offi cers can issue an im-
mediate licence suspension if 

testing reveals a blood alco-
hol concentration in the warn 
range (between 50 and 80 mg 
of alcohol/100 ml of blood).

Police urge anyone who 
spots a driver they suspect is 
impaired to contact 911 or the 
OPP, at 1-888-310-1122.
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Shop Eat Play

 Christmas is just around the corner!  
The hustle and the bustle and the PRIZES!

For the first 12 Days of December these businesses 
are ready to help you celebrate, help you shop 

and to have some fun.  Every purchase at these 24 
businesses during the event gives you a chance at 

BIG PRIZES! (*one ballot per customer per visit).

This is our chance to celebrate what we have lo-
cally, to check off our Christmas list and to support 
those who support our projects, our teams and our 
community all season long.  AND WIN BIG PRIZES!!!

See the Speak er 
for more info

117 Whitewood Ave.
New Liskeard
705•647•6848

SUZANNE OTHMER*
B R O K E R  O F  R E C O R D

A g ent I mmob il ier
( c)  7 0 5 - 6 4 7 - 2 6 4 5  

suz anneoth mer@ royal l epag e. ca

MARC MARTIN*
B R O K E R  /  C ourtier immob il ier

( c)  7 0 5 - 6 7 6 - 7 7 9 9
marcmartin@ royal l epag e. ca

JOSÉE SALMOND
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

( c)  7 0 5 - 6 4 8 - 5 1 6 6
j oseesal mond @ royal l epag e. ca

JEREMY OTHMER
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

( c)  7 0 5 - 6 4 8 - 1 6 5 3
j eremyoth mer@ royal l epag e. ca

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

COBALT - Cobalt council met 
with Timiskaming Health Unit 
director of community health 
Kerry Schubert-Mackey to 
identify actions to address the 
drug issues in the town.

Schubert-Mackey and munic-
ipal representative on the health 
unit, Coleman Township Coun-
cillor Susan Cote, were present 
at the Tuesday, November 17 
meeting of Cobalt council.

Councillor Matthew Johnson 
stated his hope is to dig into 
available data that the health 
unit has so a local strategy 
could be developed to address 
the drug issue in the communi-
ty. “One death is one death too 
many,” he said.

Johnson expressed his view 
that each community has a 
unique set of circumstances. 
“The socioeconomic factors in 
each of these communities are 
very different,” he said.

Schubert-Mackey noted there 
is a provincial mandate for mu-
nicipalities to establish a Com-
munity Safety and Well-being 
plan. Initial steps had started 
to create a district-wide plan 
through the District of Timiska-
ming Social Services Admin-
istration Board but that was 
paused due to the pandemic. 
“We are now at a stage where 
we are ready to move forward” 
again, she said.

A concern was raised about 
ensuring a supportive and car-
ing response to the children who 
might be witnessing drug use in 
their homes. Schubert-Mackey 
said the health unit tries to part-
ner with its school partners, and 
has a good relationship with St. 
Patrick School.

With the goal of helping ad-
dicts, the health unit is offering 
a harm-reduction program, in 
an effort to help addicts un-
til they are ready to access an 
addiction recovery program, 
Schubert-Mackey explained.

Cobalt seeking strategy to address drug issue
She added that the health unit 

is also seeing a “signifi cant 
amount of struggles with alco-
hol” in its coverage area.

Drug and alcohol addiction 
response for individual treat-
ment is made through the pri-
mary care providers, she said. 
The Canadian Mental Health 
Association also provides pro-
grams, she added. She noted 
that there are Rapid Access 
Addiction Medicine (RAAM) 
services that primary care and 
CMHA are working on together 
to deliver locally. 

Councillor Bill Gabbani em-
phasized the need for response 
to the situation. “We have to ad-
dress this,” he said. “We are in a 
crisis here.”

Mayor George Othmer 
agreed, and said that while 
COVID-19 is a major concern, 
the opioid crisis is also a major 
concern. He said there seems to 
be an infl ux of drug users “and 
for some reason they all seem to 
gather here.”

Schubert-Mackey said she 
would have staff reach out to the 
town with a goal of fi guring out 
a strategy for the area.

“Many communities are 
struggling,” commented 
Schubert-Mackey.

She noted the importance of 
acquiring funding to assist with 
actions “so people aren’t con-
tinuing on that cycle.”

Gabbani said addictions are 
“actually affecting the social 
welfare of the towns every-
where.”

Anderson emphasized the 
need for programs in the school. 
“That’s where we can stop it,” 
she said, acknowledging the ef-
fect won’t be seen immediate-
ly, but will help the children in 
their adult years.

Schubert-Mackey commented 
the schools have “really good 
protocols in place” and 

A collision involving a car and a bus in the early afternoon of Tuesday, November 24 just south of 
the former Uniboard plant saw Lakeshore Road closed for a couple of hours to traffi c. Members 
of the Temiskaming Shores Fire Department helped clean up the roadway and secure the scene. 
The Temiskaming Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police investigated the mishap in which a 
northbound bus collided with a southbound car. There were no passengers on the bus at the time 
of the mishap and the driver of the car was taken to hospital by ambulance. The roadway was 
reopened to traffi c around 4 p.m. that afternoon. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

BUS/CAR COLLISION

Continued on 5a
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TEMISKAMING SHORES — 
A New Liskeard resident and 
mother of two young children 
has taken up a letter writing 
campaign aimed at the City of 
Temiskaming Shores to bring 
attention to traffi c issues along 
Lakeshore Road in New Liske-
ard.

Those traffi c issues include 
excessive speeding along Lake-
shore Road and throughout the 
area.

Melanie Aquino Ducharme 
grew up in a house along Lake-
shore Road in New Liskeard in 
the mid 1980s.

She has since moved back to 
her family home and is observ-
ing traffi c moving at dangerous 
speeds along the roadway where 
people are walking, running and 
where children are waiting for 
the bus or attempting to cross 
the road.

“I recently moved back to 
the area with my family. I see 
more families in the area now, 
children waiting for the bus and 
many more people making use 
of the STATO trail. Speed is a 
major issue along this stretch of 
roadway,” she told The Speaker 
in an online message.

Since the roadway was 
changed over the years to in-
clude four lanes of traffi c, 
Ducharme has observed unsafe 
conditions on Lakeshore Road.

She has consulted with her 
neighbours and friends living 
along Lakeshore between Hai-
leybury and New Liskeard and 
they have begun to take a seri-
ous look at solutions to make 
the road safer for all who use it.

While out walking she no-
ticed cars were accelerating up 
to the 80 kilometre per hour 
speed limit zone long before 
they actually get to that section 
of the roadway. She sent a letter 
to council and since that time 
the city has removed the sign.

“During one of our walks we 
watched a number of cars begin 
accelerating long before the 80 
zone on their way out of town 
and one solution that seemed 
very easy and achievable in the 
short term is to remove the 80 
zone ahead sign. We all see it 
and press a little harder on the 
gas,” she noted.

She has begun to look further 
afi eld at how other communities 
are dealing with speeding issues 
and solving them that go be-
yond law enforcement catching 
speeding drivers.

“At some point I think we 
have to recognize that speed is 
a problem that kills and that it is 
absolutely within our communi-
ty’s control to make changes to 
our roadway.”

She hopes it doesn’t take a 
tragedy to change things re-
garding speeding drivers along 
Lakeshore Road.

New Liskeard mom frustrated by speeders

But she acknowledges there 
has been tragedy along that 
stretch of roadway with the 
deaths of two cyclists this past 
summer – albeit not speeding 
related.

Ducharme appreciates the ef-

forts of the Ontario Provincial 
Police in targeting speeding 
drivers but feels it isn’t sustain-
able.

“I believe council, along 
with commuters and residents, 
should evaluate possible ev-

a tragedy along this stretch of 
roadway. It may not have been 
related to speed but it demon-
strates that we have invested 
a lot in making this area a hub 
for recreation without putting 
enough safeguards in place for 
people’s safety. For example my 
own children have to cross four 
lanes of traffi c to get to the park 
with limited visibility and no 
cross walks and cross back over 
four lanes of traffi c.”

Ducharme has observed there 
are at least six bus stops lo-
cated along a section of Lake-
shore Road between Radley’s 
Hill Road and the soccer fi elds, 
which indicates the number of 
children living along the road-
way.

The STATO trail runs past her 
home and when the trail is open 
during the summer months traf-
fi c includes cyclists, runners, 
walkers and roller bladers mov-
ing between Haileybury and 
New Liskeard in a safe manner 
avoiding the major busy trans-
portation artery of Highway 11 
B.

“Removing one sign is not 
going to fi x everything but ev-
ery little bit helps.”

idence-based changes to the 
roadway to make it safer.”
SAFEGUARDS

“The reality is we have seen 

Melanie Ducharme and her daughter Isabelle Ducharme and their dog Leo stand near their home 
on Lakeshore Road in New Liskeard. Ducharme has issues with the speed limits and careless 
driving she sees on Lakeshore Road that could potentially impact the safety of people living along 
that stretch of roadway. Since the time this photo was taken the sign in the foreground has been 
removed. (Supplied photo)
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You’ve heard it before, the well-worn cli-
ché of having an “attitude of gratitude.”

Being thankful for what we have is an at-
titude that might be challenged these days 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

People may feel something is being taken 
away from them or they don’t have enough 
of this or that or their freedoms are being 
limited.

Aren’t we tired of following all the rules?
But shared sacrifi ces are going to help us 

weather the coronavirus storm.
Who knew gathering with friends and 

loved ones could be dangerous?
It makes you appreciate the gatherings 

when they do happen.
I was speaking with a friend of mine 

recently who lives in Montreal. She was 
depressed because of the pandemic re-
strictions. She couldn’t travel overseas to 
her Italian villa and was limited to moving 
between her condo and her cottage in the 
Laurentians.

I thought about reminding her of how 
fortunate she was to have a condo, a cot-
tage and a villa, but I declined.

Because best of all, she has her health 
and she is alive.

Isn’t that reason enough to be grateful?
I have food, a roof over my head, a good 

job, family and friends.
I’ve seen better days myself, but I’ve also 

seen worse days. I don’t have all my wants 
but I do have all my needs.

Hey, I even have a beat up canoe that 
gives me more joy than all the wealth in 
Donald Trump’s offshore bank accounts.

I wake up each day with a few more 
aches and pains but I wake up and that’s 
the main thing.

My life isn’t perfect, but I am thankful 
for it.

Some days I grumble and groan about 
the pandemic and then I remember - I don’t 
have a ventilator down my throat.

Many are in hospital fi ghting for their 
lives and many more have died as a result 
of the virus.

And still others are in long-term care 
homes being treated with less respect than 
the family pet.

When did we begin to view the disabled 
and the elderly as others or less than?

An Angus Reid Institute poll says one in 
fi ve Canadians isn’t doing anything to stop 
the spread of the virus, with young Cana-
dians the least likely to follow pandemic 
protocols.

Meanwhile our job is to lift the fallen and 
help the broken among us.

We will get through this.
Perhaps Shakespeare’s words are true, 

“Praising what is lost makes the remem-
brance dear.”
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Attitude of gratitude
“We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, 

or we can rejoice that thorns have roses.” 
A. Karr

It’s beginning to look a 
lot like the holiday season 
around the Temiskaming 
region.

Shoppers are out and 
about buying gifts for 
Christmas in anticipation 
of the big day.

This year, above any 
other year, we hope 
people will shop locally in 
the South Temiskaming 
region and support local 
business owners.

Whether you purchase 
gifts or gift certifi cates 
from local retailers it all 
helps our small business 
community make up for 
the fi nancial losses from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

During these trying 
times, our local businesses 
are feeling the effects of 
the pandemic with some 
stores operating with 
minimal staff and services 
- now more than ever 
shopping locally matters.

Our friends, neighbours 
and even family members 
own the businesses in our 
communities.

Did you know that if you 
buy from local retailers 
the return would be three 
times higher than if you 
had shopped at the big 
box chains or from an 
online retailer?

Local businesses 
pay taxes that enable 

communities to improve 
roads and services for us 
all.

Local businesses buy 
goods from other local 
businesses and they 
employ people in our 
communities.

Choosing to shop local 
creates jobs and increased 
sales equals increased 
staffi ng as well with 
more money circulating 
in our region increasing 
commerce here instead 
of in some distant city or 
town.

Now is the perfect time 
to stick together as a 
community and support 
our local businesses.

Shopping locally matters
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You might win a  $20 gift certificate  ON THE SPOT!

When You Shop Local, It’s WIN-WIN!

First Cobalt is pleased to invite the Cobalt/Coleman and area resident to an information Virtual Open 
House highlighting the First Cobalt Refinery Project –Air and Noise Environmental Compliance Permit. 
This information session will be held on:

December 2, 2020
7:00 pm to 8:00 pm ET

Via a Webcast and Conference Call

***Please join the meeting online via the webcast or by dialing in using the conference call details***

Webcast: https://produceredition.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1407397&tp_key=15d2f7ddc1

Conference Call:
Local #: 416.764.8609 or Toll-free #: 1.888.390.0605

Confirmation #: 19168204

First Cobalt owns North America’s only permitted cobalt refinery located in Cobalt, ON on Silver Centre 
Road.  The company is currently advancing its plan to recommission and expand the Refinery to 
produce battery-grade cobalt sulfate for the North American and European electric vehicle market.  Our 
updated feasibility study estimates production of 25,000 tonnes of cobalt sulfate per year at a capital 
cost of US$60M (CDN$80M).  Our recently completed Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) demonstrated our 
strong Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) mandate, with projected carbon emissions that are 
50% lower than our benchmarked peer refiners.

On December 2, 2020, the public is invited to a Virtual Information Open House.  Representatives from 
First Cobalt will give a brief review of the project and highlight the modelling work completed regarding 
the Air and Noise assessments surrounding its operation.  First Cobalt will be applying for its Provincial  
Air and Noise Environmental Permits in the coming weeks.

Please attend our virtual information session to learn more about this project. Comments and input 
from area residents will help us better understand and address any concerns or suggestions that may 
impact this project and/or your community.

INVITATION – FIRST COBALT VIRTUAL
INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: INFO@FIRSTCOBALT.COM OR 416.900.3891

ABOUT THE FIRST COBALT REFINERY PROJECT

First Cobalt Refinery

COURTING TENANTS
Dymond Court, a 68-unit seniors apartment complex, is slated to be ready for occupancy by mid-February. The board of the non-
profi t Temiskaming Shores Seniors Housing Corporation recently gathered for a photo unveiling the development’s sign – from left, 
Bill Mackey, president Carman Kidd, vice-president Len Bilodeau, Ron Bailey, administrator Jan Edwards, Jean Trudel, and Jim 
Mackey. Missing was Mark Sargent. (Supplied Photo)

Continued from 2a
can reach out to Northeastern 
Ontario Family and Children’s 
Services if needed.

Othmer raised the need for 
community drop boxes for used 
needles and Schubert-Mackey 
said the health unit would be 
interested in exploring the best 
way for those to be provided in 

the town. 
Johnson noted clerk-treasur-

er John Hodgson has already 
made some preliminary steps 
toward that goal.

Cobalt resident Mita Gib-
son, who raised the concern at 
Cobalt’s November 3 meeting, 
commented to council that her 
concern is with the youth who 

are exposed to drug use in their 
homes.

She asked what the health unit 
is doing to help those children. 

Schubert-Mackey said the 
health unit is “very interested 
in working with the schools.” 
She noted there are school nurs-
es available, and the schools do 
have programs to help children.

Gibson also asked about wheth-
er there is a Big Brother-Big Sis-
ter program through which chil-
dren could be able to spend time 
with positive role models.

Schubert-Mackey comment-
ed “that might be something 
that comes about,” although 
currently there are not many 
programs like that in the area.

Cobalt seeking strategy to address drug issue

TEMISKAMING SHORES 
(Staff) – COVID-19 has sus-
pended the activities – in-
cluding the downtown light-
ing ceremony, Village Noël 
Temiskaming and parade – that 
have traditionally kicked off 
the Christmas season in New 
Liskeard.

But the New Liskeard Busi-
ness Improvement Area (BIA) 
still wants to inspire some holi-
day spirit.

It’s using the slogan “Keep the 
Cheer Here,” said BIA coordin-
ator Sharren Reil last week.

The BIA is sponsoring a con-
test for the best lighting display, 
indoors or outside, by a down-
town business.

Displays will be judged De-
cember 11, and the winner will 
receive a $100 prize, a $100 do-
nation to a charity of its choice, 
and “a swell trophy,” she said.

The BIA is also joining forces 
with the Temiskaming Shores 
Public Library in a story walk.

Reil said the library has do-
nated a book. Its pages will 
then be laminated and posted 
in downtown windows, leading 
readers on a walk store by store 
to fi nish the tale.

It’s another way, she said, to 
draw people downtown.

Two dozen businesses are 
also taking part in a seasonal 
shopping promotion dubbed the 
“12 Days of Christmas Event.”

Beginning December 1, shop-
pers at participating business-
es on specifi c days can take in 
special promotions and receive 
ballots for draws. A total of 
12 $100 gift certifi cates and a 
grand prize of $1,200 in gift cer-
tifi cates are up for grabs.

Downtown 
New 

Liskeard 
trying to 

keep cheer 
here
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CONTACT YOUR SALES REP 
OR AMY: 

(705) 647-6791   ext. 229      
promo@northernontario.ca 

$2995
EACH

•  Y outh &  A dult Sizes available.
•  Colours to choose from include White,  B lack,  G rey,  N avy,  
  R oyal B lue and P ink.
•  Choose from 4  of our pre-made desig n from our 
  collection and simply make  it your own.

12 Days of Christmas
Personalize d Hoodies
Pick  Your Design
Pick  Your Colour

Pick  It Up

A DECADE OF GIVING
Santa arrived early for four Temiskaming area food banks. For the past ten years the Knights of 
Columbus (K of C) Council # 10809 has donated funds to the food banks from the annual sales 
of Cash Calendars. On November 24 cheques for $1,000 each were handed out to food bank 
representatives. In the back row from the left are Haileybury Food Bank volunteer Pat Rhiness, K of 
C Grand Knights Russell Shelton and Michel Watchorn. In the front row are K of C chairman Jim 
Garahan, Temagami Food Bank coordinator Paul Middleton, Cobalt Coleman Latchford and Area 
Food Bank volunteers Trish and Dan Clattenburg and, in front on the right, Salvation Army Food 
Bank Lieutenant Brandon Keeping. The calendars can be sourced by calling Garahan at 705-647-
6390. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)
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RESPECTING 
ALL COVID-19 
PROTOCOLS

2020 FORD ESCAPE
featuring a fantastic 

40-month term lease 
with special low rates

Only 5 left in stock!

SPECIAL ORDER OF 2020 FORD 

F-150’s 

NOW IN STOCK with 

0% fi nancing 
(up to 72 months)!

BLACK FRIDAY EVENT!
DROP IN & CHECK OUT OUR SELECTION - WHILE THEY LAST!

2020 Mustang 
Eco boost

A uto Transmission
Well E q uipped. 

$ 3 3 , 7 5 0  +  tax &  L ic
�� ¿ nancinJ uS to �� monthV� 

�VtocN number ��������

Well-equipped XLT
Super Cabs!

� to chooVe from
9� (nJine

with �� VSeeG automatic
$ 4 7 , 5 0 0  +  Tax &  L ic

�� ¿ nancinJ uS to �� monthV
TraGe in %onuV uS to ����� aYailable
�VtocN number �������� �������� � 

���������

2020 F-250 Diesel
4 x4  Crew Cab 

TR E M O R  O F F  R O A D  P A CK A G E
E xceptionally well eq uipped

B lack  F riday P rice O N L Y  $ 7 9 , 9 5 0  
+  Tax &  L ic

�� ¿ nancinJ uS to �� monthV 
TraGe in %onuV uS to ����� $Yailable� 

�VtocN number ���������

705-647-4393    New Liskeard, ON

By Jamie Mountain
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

LATCHFORD – The Christmas 
spirit will still be found in Latch-
ford despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Latchford council discussed 
how best to proceed with its 
annual Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony at the November 19 
regular meeting.

Councillor Perry Livingston 
noted the town usually hosts 
the ceremony inside the Com-
munity Centre but that he didn’t 
think they would be able to this 
year because of coronavirus 
concerns. He then questioned if 
they could do it outside of the 
building or outside of the muni-
cipal offi ce.

Mayor George Lefebvre, par-
ticipating remotely via telecon-
ference, said that if council does 
choose to host the tree lighting 
ceremony this year, it would 
have to be done outside.

“I don’t think it’s something 
that you can take children and 
parents and stuff inside and so-
cially distance,” he said.

Councillor Francine Blowe 
wondered if the town could still 
light up the tree outside, along 
with handing out hot chocolate 
and having a bonfi re, all the 

SPARKING CHANGE
The Salvation Army in New Liskeard has received a donation from the Walmart New Liskeard Superstore in the amount of 
$10,076. The donation is part of Walmart’s 2020 Fight Hunger, Spark Change campaign, said Salvation Army Lieutenant 
Brandon Keeping. Canada wide, the campaign has raised $4,246,704 to help local food banks, he added. The New Liskeard 
Walmart has also been regularly donating meat to the Salvation Army over the last month as well, along with other food 
donations, he added. Salvation Army has been sharing the food donations with the Haileybury and Cobalt food banks in turn. 
The $10,076 amount raised was through customer donations and the assistance of store associates. Pictured from left to right 
are customer experience assistant manager Jacqui Lefebvre; meat department manager Aaron Kristie-Brazeau; store manager 
Adam Jolin; store greeter Jim Thomson; store operations manager Kat Depencier; and Salvation Army Lieutenant Brandon 
Keeping. (Staff photo by Darlene Wroe)

while abiding by social distan-
cing requirements as set out by 
the Timiskaming Health Unit.

Councillor Scott Green said 
that while he didn’t know about 
offering hot chocolate, he feels 
they could have the tree light-
ing and a bonfi re outside given 
that the town was able to host 
a socially distanced Halloween 
parade this year.

“As long as you maintain 

the social distance, wear your 
masks, I don’t see why we 
couldn’t have a tree lighting 
ceremony as well,” he reasoned.

Lefebvre said that the town 
should be able to “defi nitely” 
host a tree lighting ceremony, 
however, he added that a fall-
back is always to check with the 
health unit to “get their opinion 
on things.”

He said that he couldn’t “see 

anything bad coming out of an 
outdoor tree lighting ceremony.”

Livingston didn’t feel as 
though the health unit would 
object to an outdoor event and 
that they would treat it the same 
as the Halloween parade, telling 
them to “enjoy it responsibly 
and safely.

“That’s all we can ask 
people,” he reasoned.

“I have no problem having an 

outdoor tree lighting, whether 
there’s a fi re, whether there’s 
anything else.”

Livingston added that Latch-
ford usually hosts the tree light-
ing in early December and that 
he didn’t feel anything was go-
ing to “change that much” in 
terms of guidelines within the 
next few weeks.

Council was all in agreement 
with hosting the event outdoors.

Latchford 
planning 

Christmas 
tree lighting 
ceremony
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Write your Letters to

SANTA
It’s time!

Write your letter to Santa 
today and it will be published in 

a Special Section in The  Temiskaming Speaker after 
we forward it to Santa at The North Pole.

Mail to:  Santa 
C/O / The Temiskaming Speaker

P.O. Box 580, N. L., ON  P0J 1P0
Or Drop off at 18 Wellington Street, S.

or email to: classifieds@northernontario.ca

Diane Johnston
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – 
The latest inspection report of 
the city’s bridges and culverts 
has recommended almost $2.3 
million in repairs over the next 
seven years.

The projects will have to be 
worked into the municipality’s 
capital spending plans, said 
Temiskaming Shores Mayor 
Carman Kidd in an interview 
last week.

Kidd said budget discussions 
on both operations and capital 
projects have been held at the 
committee level. He hoped a 
draft operating budget would 
come to council for approval in 
December.

Under provincial legislation, 
a municipality’s structures must 
be inspected every two years.

The 2020 inspection report 
by D.M. Wills Associates 
of Peterborough was on city 
council’s agenda November 17.

The visual inspection resulted 
in a recommendation for follow-
up engineering investigations of 
two structures to determine the 

Inspections 
recommend 

long-term bridge 
work in city

scope of work needed.
It recommended that a 

structural evaluation be made of 
the Mowat Landing Road bridge, 
about two kilometres west of 
Fleming’s Road, to determine 
whether load restrictions should 
be imposed until repairs can 
be made. Estimated cost of the 
study is $5,000.

It also recommended a 
detailed condition survey of the 
east Golf Course Road bridge, at 
a cost of $15,000, to determine 
the extent of structural 
rehabilitation required.

It recommends the following 
timeline for the work, with 
estimated costs:

• 2021 – repairs to Firstbrook 
Line Road bridge, located two 
kilometres south of Mowat 
Landing Road, $13,000.

• 2022 – replace a culvert 
on the West Road, about 0.6 
kilometres east of Clover Valley 
Road; $459,900;

• 2023 – repairs to the east 
bridge on Golf Course Road, 
$574,000;

• 2024 – repairs to Petes Dam 
Road bridge, $200,000;

• 2025 – further repairs to 
Firstbrook Line Road bridge 
as well as repairs to the Mowat 
Landing Road bridge and to 
the culvert on Lakeshore Road, 
about 0.7 kilometres south of 
Sunnyside Road, for a total of 
$406,200;

• 2026 – repairs to the Rockley 
Road bridge, $250,000;

• 2027 – repairs to the 
Armstrong Street bridge in New 
Liskeard, $372,000.

Inspections were also made of 
roofs at the city’s three largest 
recreational facilities.

It recommended the 
replacement of the roofi ng at 
the Don Shepherdson Memorial 
Arena and the Pool-Fitness 
Centre in New Liskeard within 
one to fi ve years.

The cost of the former was 
estimated at $1 million in 2019.

In Haileybury, the replacement 
of the main roof at the Shelley 
Herbert-Shea Memorial Arena 
was underway at the time of the 
inspection.

The report recommended 
repairs to other portions of the 
facility and the replacement of 
the lower roof within one to fi ve 
years.

Estimated cost of the work at 
the Haileybury arena and the 
Pool-Fitness Centre had not 
been made.
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CONTACT YOUR SALES REP 
OR AMY: 

(705) 647-6791   ext. 229      
promo@northernontario.ca 

WE WILL MATCH ANYONE’S PRICE!

WE•DO•THAT

$1825
EACH

MIN OF 50 AT 

MADE IN
CANADA

Multifunctional Winter Tuber’z, with micro fleece fabric, 
is the hottest and most versatile winter accessory.

The dual layer fabric is reversible and the extra protection 
helps reduce heat loss to maintain body temperature. 

Stay warm in style this season with our Canadian-made Winter Tuber’z!

Remembrance Day did not pass unobserved at Temiskaming Hospital. Pictured above are, from left, Doug Jelly, president 
of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 33; Marianne Sowinski, zone commander; Bun Eckensviller, a veteran who served in the 
Canadian navy and a former president of Branch 33; and hospital CEO Mike Baker. Behind them is a display honouring 
Eckensviller and the late George Cassidy and Rowan Hutchinson. The veterans of the Second World War were recognized in 
2006 by the naming of roads on the hospital property in their honour. (Supplied Photo)

Diane Johnston
Speaker Reporter

KIRKLAND LAKE – As the 
space crunch continues at hospi-
tals across Ontario, Blanche Riv-
er Health – which runs hospitals 
in Kirkland Lake and Englehart 
– has received some provincial 
help.

Earlier this month, the prov-
ince announced funding for an 
additional 18 beds at the Kirkland 
Lake site.

The hospital is now working 
through the process of activating 
the additional funded beds, said 
Blanche River Health president 
and CEO Sean Conroy.

The hospital currently has a 
physical capacity of 60 to 62 
beds, he said.

But its funding is based on a 
budgeted operating capacity of 
38.

In a recent interview, he said 
its occupancy has been hovering 
around that mark over the past 
few weeks, and at times exceeded 
it. Occupancy at the Englehart 
hospital is over its budgeted cap-
acity of 16 beds, he said.

The additional funding will 

HOSPITAL REMEMBERS

bring Kirkland Lake’s budgeted 
capacity to 56 beds.

Getting the clinical resources 
to staff the additional beds will 
be “the key part,” he said.

However, he said the funding 
increase is currently committed 
only until March 31.

It will help in the short term, 
but he said bed shortages have 
been an issue for a long time.

Roughly half of the patients at 
the two hospitals are designated 
alternate-level-of-care (ALC) 

– they don’t require a hospital’s 
acute-care services and are wait-
ing appropriate placement else-
where, most in long-term care 
facilities.

He suspected the government 
will assess the situation over 
the winter, including the de-
mand for hospital beds related to 
COVID-19 as well as ALC pa-
tient volumes.

The additional beds in Kirk-
land Lake were included in a $13 
million announcement of 129 

additional beds at six health cen-
tres in Northern Ontario.

Other recipients were Health 
Sciences North in Sudbury (28 
beds and an additional critical 
care bed) and hospitals in Kapus-
kasing, Moose Factory, Kenora 
and Thunder Bay.

The funding was announced 
in Kenora November 9 by Greg 
Rickford, minister of Energy, 
Northern Development and 
Mines and of Indigenous Af-
fairs.

“We are delivering on our 
promise to make a difference in 
Northern Ontario communities 
by providing improved patient 
care capacity and hospital beds 
where they are needed most,” 
said Rickford in a statement at 
the time.

In a news release, the prov-
ince said the additional funding 
will increase hospital capacity, 
reduce surgical backlogs and im-
prove access to care during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

KL hospital 
funded for 
additional 

beds
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See the Speak er 
for more info



F riday,  N ovember 2 7 ,  2020      WEEKENDER      Page 11a

The Downtown BIA Merchants 
have a gift for every budget 
and every taste! Wrap up your 
new favourite thing and your 
new favourite gift!

The 12 Days of Christmas 
Event will be December 1st-
12th. It is a celebration of the 
holiday in a challenging year. 
This event is being dedicat-
ed to my grandmother Helen 
Sheffield, the woman who has 
helped me shape the idea of 
the event behind the scenes, 
states Rhiannah Pinkerton.

24 local businesses have 
jumped on board to partake 
in the 12 Days of Christmas 
Event! Two promotions at two 
different participating busi-
nesses each day. During the 12 
days while shopping at these 
locations you will be given 
a ballot for a chance to win!! 
There will be a total of 13 priz-
es to be won. At the end of the 
12 Days the ballots from all 24 
businesses will be combined 
and the winners’ names will 
be drawn on December 14th! 
The Grand Prize is $1200 in gift 
cards donated by the partici-
pating businesses and twelve 
additional prizes of $100 gift 
cards from a BIA business of 
the winners’ choice donated 
by the BIA!!!

This year more than ever it is 
so important to be conscious 
and shop at your local shops 
for the upcoming holidays! 
Keep the cheer here this year!

12 
Days of 
Christmas 
Event

Temagami 
to dish 

out citizen 
awards

By Jamie Mountain
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

TEMAGAMI – The municipal-
ity of Temagami is making plans 
to present its citizen awards to 
the respective 2019 winners.

The Citizen of the Year award 
will be presented to Colleen 
Pender and Peter Nietlispach for 
their efforts with Temagami’s 
Christmas event, the Lifetime 
Achievement Award will go to 
Marcelle Berube and the Post-
humous Lifetime Achievement 
Award will be given to to Jack 
Humphrey.

Temagami council approved 
a motion to provide direction to 
staff to organize the presenta-
tion of the awards and

to purchase a small gift of rec-
ognition at its regular meeting 
on November 19.

Council will direct staff to 
advertise and accept the 2020 
nominations for the citizen 
awards until December 19.

Council also will direct the Ad 
Hoc committee to meet, review 
the nominations, and to make a 
decision concerning awards for 
2020.

The citizen awards were es-
tablished by council in 2014 
and the awards could be for an 
individual, couple, family, or a 
group of people. 

The names of the winners are 
engraved on a plaque and then 
displayed at the municipal of-
fice.

PEO HONOUR
Benoit Chouinard of Earlton was the recipient this year of a scholarship from the Temiskaming 
chapter of Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO). Chouinard, who currently is a student in the 
electrical engineering program at Carleton University in Ottawa, “has demonstrated excellence in 
his scholastic achievements, community involvement, volunteerism, and interest in the engineering 
profession,” said the Temiskaming chapter of the PEO in a statement. “The Temiskaming Chapter 
of the PEO wishes Benoit great success.” Chouinard is pictured here receiving his scholarship from 
Temiskaming chapter PEO chair Maria Story. (Supplied photo)

TORONTO (Staff) – Thornloe 
Cheese has another Royal 
winner.

Its Evanturel variety was a 
winner at the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair, placing first for 
variety cheeses made of cow’s 
milk, in a category for soft 
cheeses with a bloomy rind.

Thornloe Cheese describes 
Evanturel as a brie-style cheese, 
with a distinctive streak of 
edible vegetable ash.

It’s not the first time that 
Evanturel is in the Royal 
winner’s circle – it returned 
with first place in the same 
category in 2019.

Results from the Royal, which 
was held in an online format this 
year, were announced earlier 
this month.

There were a number of 
winners from in and around the 
Temiskaming region.

Also faring well in the cheese 
category was Le Fromage au 
Village in Lorrainville, near 
Ville-Marie.

Two of its varieties – 
L’Angélus and Le Casimir 
– placed second and third 
respectively to Evanturel.

The Lorrainville cheese 
producer also picked up a 
second for its soft cheese 
variety La Coulée des Érables; a 
second for its flavoured cheese 
Le Coeur du Village; and a third 
for its mild cheddar Le Blanc.

Other Northern winners 
included:

• Little Bear Apiary, Porquis 
Junction, fourth, chunk honey;

Thornloe Cheese tastes victory again
• Thunder Oak Cheese near 

Thunder Bay, seconds for its 
medium gouda and chive gouda;

• Sucrerier Séguin Sugarbush 
in Lavigne, a first for its Canada 
Grade 1 amber, rich-tasting 
maple syrup and overall reserve 
champion in maple syrup;

• Fromagerie La Vache à 
Maillotte, La Sarre, a second for 
its semi-soft, surface ripened 
Fredondaine cheese.
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Continue to practise all public health measures:

The COVID-19 
pandemic 
in Canada 
is serious.

Protect yourself and others. 
Learn more at Canada.ca/coronavirus or 1-833-784-4397.

Follow local 
guidelines 
for gatherings

Maintain physical 
distancing

Wash 
your hands

Wear a 
mask 

Stay home if 
you have symptoms, 
even mild ones

Download the 
COVID Alert app




