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SPREADING THE LOVEIt was a beautiful, sunny day to raise spirits as the Earlton Recreation Committee, in partnership with the Earlton Fire Department, 

held a Social Distancing Drive on the afternoon of Saturday, April 25. They invited Earlton residents to stand outside their homes and 

enjoy music and fl oats, while respecting social distancing measures due to COVID-19. From the left are dairy famers from the same 

family who decorated a fl oat for the event - Aline Villemure, her 15-month-old grandson Simon Leveille and her daughter Melissa 

Leveille. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter 

DISTRICT — Affordable, reliable access to broadband internet service in rural regions of Northern Ontario is not a luxury but a necessity, says Timiskaming-Co-chrane MPP John Vanthof.
Particularly now that children are e-learning from home and parents are working from home because of the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions.“For people in the north to be successful we need broadband service and the government, be it federal or provin-cial, needs to get it done,” said Vanthof in a telephone interview with The Speaker.

“Broadband is provided by private companies for profi t who concentrate on high density populations. In rural areas there is a gap and the government has to let the smaller providers ac-

cess the broadband when it is auctioned off. I put forth a motion that was passed in the legislature to create an annual fund of $100 million over 10 years, to ensure all Ontar-ians have access.  Quebec already has such a program in place. If we don’t act now while COVID-19 is here, when will it happen? We don’t want rural citizens left behind.”
He says one thing the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated is the glaring differences of affordable, reliable broadband between customers in urban ver-sus rural communities.

WORK FROM HOME
Vanthof was asked to take part in a Zoom meeting recent-ly and found out just how challenging it can be to work from home, where he says he has the fastest satellite internet service available.

Vanthof wants better broadband for the north

Essential service

JOHN VANTHOF

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter 

TEMISKAMING SHORES — A survey gauging the impact of COVID-19 on area businesses has revealed some startling data about just how devastat-
ing the pandemic has been on area businesses in South Temiskaming.

The Temiskaming Shores COVID-19 Business Impact Sur-
vey was 
developed 
by the 
Temiskam-
ing Shores 
and Area 
C h a m b e r 
of Com-
m e r c e , 
the City of 
Temiskaming Shores Economic Development, the Far North-
east Training Board, South Temiskaming Community Fu-
tures Development Corpora-
tion, Enterprise Temiskaming Small Business Resource Cen-
tre and Employment Options Emploi.

It examines the impact on businesses during and beyond COVID-19.
The survey received partic-

ipation from 156 businesses and organizations between April 6 and April 14 with 61 per cent coming from the private sector, 24 per cent from the public sector and 15 per cent from not-for-profi t groups in the Temiskaming Shores area.
“This survey began in Kirk-

land Lake and has been shared around the north on a broader scale,” said Far Northeast Train-
ing Board executive director Julie Joncas in a telephone in-
terview.

JULIE JONCAS

The impact of 
the pandemic 
on businesses

Taking 
the 

measure
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DISTRICT — Students across the country and in the South Temiskaming region began e-learning in an effort to salvage the remain-der of the academic year, more than three weeks after COVID-19 shuttered schools.Ontario went to a distance-learning model as of April 6 as it announced school would be out until at least the end of May.Teachers are leading the e-learning mod-ules with live and pre-recorded lessons and they are sending emails back and forth to students and parents.The work, though well intentioned, has understandably added to the stress levels of some students and their parents.Temiskaming parents are talking about the challenges and successes with the on-line learning methods.For Temiskaming Shores resident Tina Nichol and her daughter Ekéla Nichol, things have been going well in terms of e-learning she noted in an email conversation.Ekéla is in Grade 5 at Ecole catholique Ste-Croix in Haileybury with Melanie Foley as her teacher.
She is e-learning literature, science, mathe-matics and reading in French at home.“This week for science Ekéla and I will make a mechanical hand from household materials,” said Nichol.She says the work is equivalent to one hour per day for fi ve hours per week, combined with various projects they are assigned such as the mechanical hand assignment.“My concern lies in the areas these kids may struggle with … such as talking to the teacher using email correspondence etc. Not every-

one is at the same level which I’m sure is a challenge 
for teachers out there,” explained Nichol.“As a parent at home, it has given me a healthy rou-
tine with my kids, while the kids do their school work, 
mom and dad do their work and we try to all gather 
together to help each other out. It is never easy but 
I’m grateful we are still able to continue on with a 
learning model.”

Nichol said her daughter is not thrilled with e-learn-
ing but understands the work is necessary. She admits 
she learns better when her teacher engages with her.

“Kids are incredible at adapting, sometimes better 
than us adults. Honestly, my daughter taught me how 
to put on accents on letters as she reports back to her 
teacher using my tablet. But the kids are missing the 
social interaction for sure as they congregate online 
in chat rooms with classmates.”MANAGING STRESS LEVELSCobalt resident Amanda Minderlein has two boys 

- Mathew Minderlein is a Grade 9 student at Timiska-
ming District Secondary School (TDSS) and Hunter 
Champagne is in Grade 5 at St. Patrick School in Co-
balt.

Her main concern is with her role in the e-learning 
equation and her lack of experience in teaching and 
assisting her sons.

“The work comes in and my approach is, if they get 
up and put the effort in that’s good enough for me. 

Beyond school wallsParents express E-learning challenges and successes

No one needs the extra added stress in their house-
holds during these times,” she said in an email inter-
view.

“I’m very fortunate I am able to stay home and be 
with my kids while the schoolwork comes in. What 
about the parents that still have to go out to work? 
How are they managing with this distance learning, 
especially if both parents are working?” said Minder-
lein.

“There is lots of juggling going on in families across 
Canada.”

She feels it is important during these uncertain 
times to make sure her kids are feeling secure.She said her son Hunter was excited to be working 

on a hands-on science project.

“He had to do an experiment testing viscos-ity of household liquids giving a hypothesis. It was actually fun for all involved. He tested the viscosity of oil, dish soap and water, by setting up a ramp and timing the amount of time it took each liquid to reach the end of the ramp and then input all his fi ndings. A little positiv-ity in all this distance learning.”Minderlein says it hasn’t been easy but her family is managing the stresses of COVID-19 and e-learning.
She credits Hunter’s teacher for commu-nicating with her to make the lessons much easier and understandable for her son.“Hunter’s teacher, Mrs. Larocque, is a great example of teachers and parents working to-gether to help get schooling into these kids. As the third week of learning starts, I’m happy to say Hunter is on track with his online as-signments.”

In conclusion Minderlein stressed, “In all of this I feel our main goal should be keeping our kids happy and content and keeping the stress to a minimum in these already trying times. My motto is one day at a time, one as-signment at a time. We will get through it to-gether.”
ADAPTING WELL

Kerns Township resident Jennifer Thomas Mick said her children are adapting well to the e-learning lessons.“My daughter is self-motivated. The plat-form being used (Grade 6) sends notifi cations for every action and I get to see her work in ‘real time,’ from the time the lesson is upload-ed and all the interactions she has with her teachers and classmates throughout the day.”She enjoys seeing the students building confl ict resolution skills while assisting each 
other through tech problems.CHALLENGES

Temiskaming Shores resident, Kimberly Lawson’s 
son Adam Benguenna, 9, is in Grade 3 at St. Patrick 
School in Cobalt.

“It’s been diffi cult at best. We have found technical 
diffi culties from the beginning. There are programs 
we can’t get into but do not take us to the place that 
it’s supposed to. Adam went to click on his name and 
the link would not open,” said Lawson in an email in-
terview.

Reading was a challenge for her son but when he 
began to choose books that he enjoyed, she saw im-
provements in his overall learning capabilities.She has been in contact with Adam’s teacher and 
she feels Adam is doing well because he is learning 
to cook and being helped by her when it comes to 
reading.

“I am working too, so it can be hectic if we let it. I 
think we just need to communicate well with teach-
ers if possible. The teacher has her own children that 
she’s dealing with and she said she would look into 
the technical diffi culties.”In a recording sent to The Speaker, Adam had this to 
say about e-learning:“I don’t like reading with e-learning because it’s 
more fun to have a book in your hands that you can 
actually hold. I miss my friends a lot, but I am happy I 

HUNTER CHAMPAGNE
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• A Temiskaming Shores COVID-19 Business Impact Survey has some 
surprising results.
• Accessing reliable, affordable internet access continues to be a challenge in 
the north.
• When the chips are down, the cream rises to the top. The cream being the 
over 300 people involved with the Caremongering-Temiskaming Shores group.
• The Englehart Fall Fair is still in the planning process.
• Temiskaming Shores residents can take advantage of a two-week free 
amnesty to dispose of trash around their homes and yards.
• The City of Temiskaming Shores will defer penalties for late tax payments as 
the May 15 payment deadline looms.
• The City of Temiskaming Shores is organizing a virtual town hall meeting for 
businesses struggling with COVID-19 challenges.
• E-learning has its ups and downs as parents and children stay socially isolated 
during COVID-19.
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VERDA’S BIRTHDAY
With social distancing in mind, Pat Willard-Inglis (left) decorated a large bright cardboard 
birthday cake and placed it outside the home of her aunt, Verda Peckover, on May Street in 
New Liskeard April 24. Peckover, 85, worked for Northern Telephone for 41 years, retiring 
in 1995. Her niece says she is a beehive of activity volunteering for Rising Stars, Grumbling 
Grannies and the Hudson Township Library. “She takes full enjoyment out of life and is 
known to liven up parties,” said Willard-Inglis. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

ARMSTRONG TOWNSHIP - There is money in and money out in the 
day-to-day business of operating a municipality, but in these un-
precedented times, administrators are observing a different fl ow 
of numbers than before.

Now entering the spring under the shutdowns caused by 
COVID-19, Armstrong Township is looking at lost revenue oppor-
tunities, and also at reduced costs.

Clerk-treasurer Amy Menard presented a summary of what she 
has observed to date of a different fl ow of money in and out of the 
township.

“We are probably going to be in the same situation right up to 
June,” she told council in a teleconference Wednesday, April 22.

While there has already been some lost revenue for the muni-
cipality, as compared to this time last year, it is probable that there 
will be a cost saving if the municipality is not running a service, she 
suggested.

A discussion took place about whether it would be a good time 
to wash the pool and paint it, but if the pool is not opened this 
year, or possibly even next year (in the worst case scenario) the 
value of that work would be lost, because it has the greatest im-

Spending 
and 

saving
Armstrong assesses 
operations during 

COVID-19
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Hwy 11N., 
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OPEN DAILY
10am to 8pm

Drive-�ru and 
Mobile App

Orders ONLY
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RESTAURANT

705-647-1919
HWY 11 NORTH
NEW LISKEARD

Gilli’s is open For Everyone!
The full menu is available for pick up.
They are accepting all forms of payment. 6 am - 8 pm

Clean showers & bathrooms 
for truckers, that are 

pounding the pavement.

To have your business listed here,  
Call Al at 705-647-6791 ext 225

or email speaker.al@northernontario.ca

Now Serving Kawartha Dairy Ice Cream!
and Muskoka Coffee

Now Serving Kawartha Dairy Ice Cream!
and Muskoka Coffee

We are open  
Wednesday to Friday, 

8 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

11 am - 5 pm 
Call 705-622-0323 to place your order today. 

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

ENGLEHART - In a time of 
change, the importance of im-
proved technology has become 
even more obvious.

Meeting in a teleconference 
setting using the Zoom app 
Wednesday, April 8, Englehart 
council approved plans to move 
ahead with its modernization 
plan for offi ce computer sys-
tems.

The council also heard about, 
and gave their approval to, mak-
ing use of a website researched 
by deputy clerk Malorie Rob-
inson to facilitate better and 
more rapid communications 
with residents and other service 
users in the Englehart area.

The website, called Connect, 
would enable the town to send 

out instant alerts to residents 
when there is a change in one of 
the services that they should be 
aware of. The website service 
would make it even possible to 
notify the specifi c area of the 
community where the change 
would be experienced.

Chief administrative offi cer 
Shawn LaCarte advised council 
that town staff is looking to go 
ahead with the modernization 
plan, and funds will be drawn 
from reserves.

He noted that a small portion 
of the reserve money allocated 
for the modernization plan was 
used last year to create a back-
up system for the town’s com-
puterized fi les.

The continuing project will 
include upgrading of the com-
puters in the town offi ce.

“A lot of the computers are 

very slow,” he commented.
The town has also been 

improving its website, and the 
Connect program would be in-
tegrated into the town’s website, 
explained Robinson.

The names and information 
for landlines or other com-
munication devices residents 
use could be inputted so that 
residents could receive immedi-
ate notices from the town when 
necessary, she told council.

Through Connect, “We would 
be able to send information to 
people in minutes,” she said.

Councillor Jerry Mikovitch 
inquired about the cost and was 
advised by Robinson that the 
price is about $4,000.

Mayor Nina Wallace voiced 
approval for obtaining the Con-
nect program for use by the 
town, and expressed hope that 
it will help to “slow down some 
of the phone calls that come into 
the offi ce” when questions arise 
from residents regarding a ser-
vice. She expects the program 
will pay for itself by improving 
the ability to quickly communi-
cate with the residents when 
needed.

Robinson suggested that the 
surrounding municipalities 
could also supply the contact 
information for their residents 
to enable rapid communication 
to area residents when there is 
a matter that concerns them. 
She noted that the contact infor-
mation can be categorized into 
areas, so that if a matter only 
concerns one area, those are the 
only residents who would re-
ceive the alert.

She also noted the service 
would ensure the residents re-
ceive precise information, and 
“stop the spread of misinforma-
tion, because people are not ne-
cessarily getting the facts.”

Wallace suggested that 
residents could call the town of-
fi ce themselves as the program 
is getting set up, to provide their 
house number and contact in-
formation so they can get on the 
list for alerts.

Englehart installing 
rapid alert system

 Missed us?
 Now you can 

 book your 
 classified ad online
 speaker.northernontario.ca
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WE WILL BE RE-OPENING
MONDAY, MAY 4TH

Regular Hours:
Monday - Friday  8 am - 4 pm

– Social distancing practices will be in place –

944040 Maybrook Road
New Liskeard

705-647-5434
www.midnorthrecycling.com

MID-NORTH
REYCLING

You might win a   
$20 gift certificate  

ON THE SPOT!

23 Whitewood Avenue
New Liskeard, Ontario

Due to Covid-19 we are NOT able to 
open our doors. 

 

We ARE still available to serve you. 
 

You may call us at 705-647-4050 or 
email us at: mcknightsmw@eastlink.ca

to set up an appointment.

No One Ever Regretted Buying Quality

Finest Quality in  
Men’s and Ladies’ Wear

Finest Quality in Men’s and Ladies’ Wear

23 Whitewood Avenue
New Liskeard, Ontario

email: mcknightsmw@eastlink.ca

705-647-4050
No One Ever Regretted Buying Quality

When You Shop Local, It’s WIN-WIN!

pact when it has been freshly done.
The council agreed that the time is correct to paint the interior 

at the gym facility at the Earlton arena, and to install the new 
flooring.

The council has agreed not to have an ad hoc committee for 
the gym at this time, and to go directly to carrying out some 
work.

There has been at least one request from someone interest-
ed in borrowing the gym equipment during the shutdown, but 
council agreed the challenge of moving the equipment would 
be too risky when attempting to maintain social distancing, 
and there is also the unknown regarding whether the township 
would suddenly be allowed to open the facility, with the possibil-
ity that the gym equipment was not there.

Lending out the equipment while the gym is closed is “a good 
idea in theory,” said Councillor Kevin Leveille. “But it seems like a 
giant can of worms.”

Public Works superintendent Don Antler commented that he 
will have to close the municipal park. He outlined a plan to place 
a snow fence at the entrances, and to remove the teeter-totters. 
He also plans to take the swing chains down and place two-by-
fours with screws to prevent climbing on the equipment.

Signage will also be posted.
The ball-diamond will be taped off to let people know it is 

closed.
Antler informed council that people are now only being al-

lowed into the landfill site one at a time to dispose of materials.
“They have been hanging out at the trench visiting,” he in-

formed council.

Spending  
and 

saving
Armstrong assesses 
operations during 

COVID-19
Continued from A Front

SPRING CLEANING
Dylan Dodge, 13, of Sudbury, was recently visiting his grandmother in New Liskeard and, while 
there, he was helping her with a number of tasks. (Staff photo by Darlene Wroe)

When You Shop Local, 

IT’S WIN-WIN
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EditorialEditorialEditorial
I’ve been going over maps 

planning my next canoe trip in 
anticipation of getting back on 
the water this spring.

As if returning to nature’s 
place of healing and joy was in 
the cards as the COVID-19 pan-
demic plays out.

Sometimes the restrictions of 
the pandemic feel like a dark-
ness, then I remember the light.

The light fi ltering through 
an old growth forest at dawn is 
spectacular.

If I’m lucky I’ll catch a 
glimpse of a beaver, moose, 
loon, eagle, Great Blue Heron 
or otter.

It’s that connection to nature, 
animals and the land that I miss 
more than anything.

Isolation isn’t new to me. In 
fact I seek it out via a canoe and 
the backcountry.

But isolation must be ex-
tremely diffi cult for those folks 
in urban areas who are dealing 
with the constant feelings of be-
ing caged in confi ned spaces.

By now many of you have 
seen the Netfl ix crime docu-
mentary called Tiger King.

No matter how many people 
raved on about the show, I tried 
not to watch it.

But boredom fi nally got me.
Watching it made me feel de-

pressed and sad.  Those wild 
animals are being used as cash 
cows while being abused.

Joe Exotic (I call him Neu-
rotic), a monster in my opinion, 
exploited and abused tigers for 
his own profi t along with oth-
ers.

I found most of the characters 

in the show despicable and re-
volting.

Surely this pandemic will 
have lessons for us all that an-
imals feel pain and that they 
have emotions.

Wild animals belong in the 
wild roaming freely, not in zoos 
or animal sanctuaries making 
profi ts for owners.

Thanks to the Tiger King 
videos, a discussion has arisen 
about animal cruelty.

We’ve all had plenty of time 
to evaluate what’s truly import-
ant in our lives and how this 
pandemic will change us for the 
better.

Let’s shut down those global 
wet markets where it is said the 
novel coronavirus originated.

There’s good work being done 
to protect domestic animals in 
this region by animal rescue 
groups and veterinarians.

Sadly, there are more tigers in 
captivity now than there are in 
the wild.

Here’s hoping humans do 
not forget what it feels like to 
be caged and live in fear. Let’s 
show more compassion for not 
only each other but for all living 
beings.

During the last episode of Ti-
ger King it was heartbreaking 
to see the chimpanzee reach its 
human-like fi ngers through the 
bars of its cage to show its love.
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“We’re all just walking each other 
home.” Ram Dass

Through these diffi cult COVID-19 
times, we are all going through some 
hard times.

We will recover from this terrible 
pandemic but in the meantime it is vi-
tally important we stay positive.

People on various online platforms 
have been whining and complaining 
about people disobeying rules around 
COVID-19.

People have been reportedly walk-
ing on closed areas of the STATO trail 
and along the New Liskeard water-
front boardwalk.

Still others are dumping garbage 
on back roads because landfi lls are 
closed and others are forgetting so-
cial distancing requirements.

However, it’s not our job to police 
each other. If the municipalities put 
restrictions in place it is their duty to 
police them.

We are all in this pandemic together 
and it doesn’t do anyone any good to 
go around shouting at people about 
COVID-19 restrictions.

The Ram Dass quote reminds us we 
do not go through this life alone.

Let’s all take a deep breath, step 
back and enjoy some music, sing, 

and bake, do a puzzle or go for a long 
walk.

Whether we are with family, speak-
ing to loved ones over the internet, we 
can rest assured it is mutual support 
that binds us together.

We really do get by “with a little help 
from our friends,” provided they are a 
safe distance away.

When compassion is in short supply 
let’s remember the front line workers, 
people who are suffering from life 
threatening illnesses, the lonely res-
idents in nursing homes and those 
without incomes at the present time.

Outside of the district we’ve got 
great representation at Queen’s Park 
with MPP John Vanthof and in Ottawa 
with MP Anthony Rota as our elected 
offi cials looking out for our best inter-
ests.

When we look around South 
Temiskaming we see many examples 
of people walking each other home.

It’s important we support each other 
in our time of need and that’s what we 
do so well here in our communities.

With the world facing this pandemic, 
it is easier to see that our shared hu-
manity matters.

Hard days are still with us, but better 
days are coming.

Hard days

Captivity
You know why animals die in cages? 

Their soul dies.
Joe (Neurotic) Exotic from his jail cell

FOX FACE
The solitary red fox with the green eyes took a break from hunting to pose for a photo. Foxes have 
upwards of 40 different calls, including the scream. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)
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17 O’Connor Drive, P.O. Box 98, Temagami, ON  P0H 2H0
Tel: 705.569.3244  Fax: 705.569.2610

Temagami Family Health Team
S ubmitted by  E llen I bey

May is Bladder Cancer Awareness Month
DID YOU KNOW?
•  There are more than 80 , 0 0 0  C anad ians liv ing w ith b lad d er cancer
• Bladder cancer is the fifth most common cancer in Canada
•  8, 7 0 0  C anad ians w ill b e d iagnosed  w ith b lad d er cancer this year
• The biggest warning sign of bladder cancer is blood in the urine
• Smoking is a common risk factor, as is age and work related exposure  
  to specific chemicals

SYMPTOMS:

The most common symptom of bladder cancer is blood in the urine. The 
colour may vary from pale yellow-red to bright or rusty red. Blood may 
always be in the urine, or it may come and go. Sometimes the blood can 
only be seen with a microscope or found with other urine tests.
O ther sy mptoms include:
• The need to pee often (also called urinary frequency)
• An intense need to pee (also called urinary urgency)
• Trouble peeing
• A burning sensation or pain when you pee
• Back, pelvic or groin pain

Because the disease may have progressed unnoticed, it is critical to 
see a health care provider once you begin to experience symptoms. 
Since many symptoms are similar to other medical conditions, bladder 
cancer is often misdiagnosed as, for example, a urinary tract infection. 
If you are concerned, ask your health care provider for a referral to a 
urologist to rule out bladder cancer.

If you are a patient of the Temagami FHT and are having symptoms, 
please call to schedule an appointment with your primary care provider— 
(705) 569-3244. It may very well not be bladder cancer, but these 
symptoms could be the result of a urinary tract infection which also needs 
to be diagnosed and treated accordingly.

Committed to keeping you as healthy as possible!

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

DISTRICT— There have al-
ready been several large-scale 
events put on hold or cancelled 
due to safety precautions around 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
more cancellations may be on 
the way for events in South 
Temiskaming.

In terms of the more notable 
events such as July’s North On 
Tap Craft Beer Festival and 
the New Liskeard Agricultural 
Society Fall Fair, those events 
are being carefully considered 
during this timeframe.

Some notable cancellations 
include the Festival des Follies 
Franco Fun, Spring Pulse Poet-
ry Festival, Earlton Agricultural 
Farm Show and more.
NOR TH ON TAP

The upcoming craft beer fes-
tival, scheduled for Saturday, 
July 11, has been completely 
sold out.

North On Tap spokesperson 
Danielle Belanger-Corbin said 
in an online message to The 
Speaker the organizing com-
mittee met last week and “the 
committee decided to postpone 
making a defi nite decision at 
this time. The committee met 
earlier and we’ve decided to 
await further directives from 
the Ontario government before 
making a defi nitive decision on 
whether to postpone or cancel 
the 2020 edition.”

Anyone who purchased a 
ticket will be fully reimbursed 
in the event of a cancellation, 
she said, and sponsors who have 
already committed fi nancially 
will be given options for either 
a reimbursement or to carry for-
ward their contribution.

Email northontap@gmail.

Playing the waiting game due to COVID-19

com for more information.
Since its creation, the North 

On Tap Craft Beer Festival has 
donated $145,000 to not-for-
profi t causes in Temiskaming.

The recipients of the 2020 
event are the Temiskaming Nor-
dic Ski Club, the Haileybury 
Curling Club, the Cobalt Min-
ing Museum and the Haileybury 
Heritage Museum.
FALL FAIR

The 2020 New Liskeard Ag-
ricultural Society Fall Fair is 
scheduled to take place Septem-
ber 17, 18 and 19.

This is the largest agricultural 
themed fall fair held in Septem-
ber across Northeastern Ontario 
attracting upwards of 10,000 or 
more people from nearby Que-
bec and across Ontario.

The organizing committee 
met recently via a conference 
call and has decided to postpone 
making a decision on whether 
to cancel the fair in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

However, they cancelled the 
annual Easter Breakfast With 
the Bunnies event, which was 
scheduled to coincide with Eas-
ter weekend.

September is a ways off and 
things could look very differ-
ent in terms of the restrictions 

around COVID-19.
“If there’s a message we can 

convey to the community is that 
the Fall Fair is not cancelled, 
but that we are looking at vari-
ous alternatives to the event due 
to government restrictions sur-
rounding COVID-19,” said Fair 
president Meghann Packard in a 
telephone conversation.

She said the biggest parts of 
the Fair’s revenue come from 
gate receipts and sponsors and 
with businesses being chal-
lenged and shut down due to 
the pandemic, those revenue 
streams may not be available.

“We met April 2 as a board 
and haven’t made a decision as 
yet. We are scheduled to meet 
again in mid-May and will de-
cide at that virtual meeting our 
next course of action,” said 
Packard.

“We have been taking part in 
weekly webinars with the On-
tario Agriculture Society and 
they are helping us and other 
fair boards across the province. 
There may be a government 
funding stream we could access 
but we don’t know for sure,” 
she said.

“We know the community is 
looking forward to the Fair and 
we may change the way we do 

some things, perhaps in a virtual 
format.”

Packard mentioned for the lat-
est updates on what’s happening 
with the fair go to its Facebook 
page, website and Instagram ac-
count.

“We are looking at a couple 
of different scenarios, if we go 
ahead what kind of restrictions 
would we have from govern-
ment. It’s hard to say at this 
point.”

As well, the Englehart Fall 
Fair is in the planning stages 
and will likely be held in 2020.
TSACC ANNUAL DINNER

The Temiskaming Shores and 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
(TSACC) Annual Dinner, 

schedule to take place on Thurs-
day, May 7, has been cancelled, 
according to TSACC manager 
Lois Weston-Bernstein.

The event was guaranteed 
to attract hundreds of business 
leaders belonging to TSACC.

“We decided back in March 
to cancel the dinner. We’ve also 
revamped our Business Award 
nomination form to a Chamber 
Heroes Nomination to cele-
brate businesses who are mak-
ing a difference in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

For the latest TSACC infor-
mation go to www.tsaac.ca and 
for Heroes nomination forms 
go to https://form.jotform.
com/200854590265255.

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

COBALT - Cobalt council has 
approved a bylaw which allows 

it to hold meetings electronic-
ally.

However, there were some 
concerns expressed about 
whether the town should fi rst 

Cobalt approves electronic meetings
declare a state of emergency be-
fore taking the step.

The discussion was held dur-
ing a special meeting of council 

Continued on 6a
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HONOURING VICTIMS
The Town of Latchford, along with communities and organizations across Canada, lowered its fl ags 
to half-mast to honour those who lost their lives in the mass shooting which occurred in Nova Scotia 
April 18 and 19. Latchford public works foreman Roger Clark is pictured here at the cenotaph fl ags 
in the community. (Staff photo by Darlene Wroe)

Tuesday, April 7, using the Zoom app that connected the council 
members and staff from their various locations.

(The following day, the recording was posted on YouTube which 
can be accessed through the town’s website and is also on Face-
book.)

During the meeting, Councillor Doug Wilcox stated his under-
standing that “if you don’t have an emergency declared (in the 
municipality) you can’t cut the public out” of the council meetings.

Councillor Angela Adshead countered that position though, say-
ing that the state of emergency has already been declared by the 
Province of Ontario. The municipalities are automatically under 
a state of emergency if the province declares one, she suggested.

Chief administrative offi cer Brian Walker agreed with Adshead’s 
interpretation, and said that under the Municipal Act, the muni-
cipality is able at this time to go ahead with approving meetings 
electronically.

Wilcox continued to take the position that the municipality 
should fi rst declare a state of emergency and abstained from the 
vote to consider the bylaw. All other council members, including 
Mayor George Othmer, approved the decision to move forward.

Before the council approved the bylaw, Councillor Matthew 
Johnson reviewed the province’s direction regarding electronic 
meetings and noted that it reads that doing so is applicable where 
the municipality has declared a state of emergency for all or part 
of the municipality.

But Adshead maintained that the province’s declaration of a state 
of emergency overrides municipalities’ need to do so.

Walker reiterated, “That’s my understanding as well.”
However Wilcox also maintained, “You can’t cut the public out 

without declaring an emergency.”
He voted against the bylaw, although all six other council mem-

bers supported it.

Cobalt approves 
electronic meetings
Continued from 5a

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

TORONTO - The transfer of the 
ONTC to the Ontario Ministry 
of Transportation (MTO) and 
away from the Ontario Ministry 
of Energy, Northern Develop-
ment and Mines took place April 
1.

The move had been under dis-
cussion for some time, and area 
leaders have expressed hope that 
the change will be benefi cial for 
the Ontario Northland Transpor-
tation Commission (ONTC) and 
its transportation services in-
cluding inter-community buses 
and rail passenger service.

The goal of returning rail pas-
senger service between Toronto 
and Cochrane has not been for-
gotten.

“Our government knows that 
in Northern Ontario, vast distan-
ces separate communities and 
key market areas – that is why 
we are looking at ways to en-
hance inter-community bus and 
rail services across the North,” 
said MTO communications co-
ordinator Kristine Bunker in an 
email interview.

With specifi c reference to rail 
passenger service, Bunker stat-
ed, “MTO and ENDM (Energy, 
Northern Development and 
Mines) are exploring the feas-
ibility of returning passenger rail 
to Northeastern Ontario.”

The Owen Sound Transporta-
tion Company has also recently 

been transferred to the MTO.
“Transferring the ONTC to 

MTO centralizes oversight for 
all transportation-related agen-
cies and is consistent with the 
recent transfer of oversight of 
the Owen Sound Transportation 
Company from (Northern De-
velopment) to MTO,” she said.

She added that “MTO is 
well-positioned to assume over-
sight of the ONTC due to its 
extensive expertise in transpor-
tation policy, planning, delivery, 
and oversight.”

Bunker continued that “the 
ministry will build on existing 
relationships and practices set by 
(Northern Development) to de-
velop, implement, and manage 
the new MTO-ONTC relation-
ship to ensure alignment with 
provincial direction.

The transfer of the Transporta-
tion Commission “will have no 
effect on the day-to-day oper-
ations of the ONTC,” she as-
sured.

“The ministry and the (Com-
mission) will continue to con-
sult, as necessary, regarding any 
proposed service changes.

“This includes overseeing the 
ONTC’s key business lines and 
ensuring that the agency con-
tinues to deliver important trans-
portation services to commun-
ities in Northern Ontario.

“Consistent with agency over-
sight responsibilities, MTO will 
work with the agency to consid-
er their annual business plan.”

Rail passenger service still 
being explored under MTO
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FLOOR STICKERS
P HY S I C A L

D I S TA N C I N G  
M A D E  E A S I E R

Please stand here until
the next circle is available

1 customer per spot.
Thank you!

Y O U R  
L O G O  
HE R E

 WE WILL MATCH ANYONE’S PRICE!

CONTACT YOUR SALES REP 
OR AMY: 

(705) 647-6791   ext. 229      
promo@northernontario.ca Printing, Publishing 

and Promotions

SPEAKER

1 2  in c h

•  M inimu m of  3 
•  Cu s t om s ize  and  d es ign              
   availab le, c all f or q u ot e 

 

$1249
EACH
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March 21 -
April 19

June 22 -
July 22

January 20 - 
February 18

July 23 -
August 22

October 23 -
November 21

February 19 - 
March 20

August 23 -
September 22 November 22 -

December 21

May 21 -
June 21

April 20 -
May 20

You’ll be responsible for 
organizing an event that 
brings many people 
together. This may help 
you uncover a new 
side of yourself. You’ll 
overcome your shyness 
and become more out-
going.

You’ll be given some 
interesti ng new 
responsibiliti es at work. 
These will help you 
develop new skills that 
may lead to a consi-
derable increase in your 
salary.

You’ll have the 
opportunity to take a 
surprising trip, perhaps a 
pilgrimage of sorts. You’ll 
expand your horizons 
and use this growth 
to your personal and 
professio nal advantage.

Emoti ons will run high 
this week, but the 
situati on will inspire 
you and provoke big 
changes. You may even 
decide to embark on 
a spontaneous trip 
around the world.

You’ll face a diffi  cult 
choice. Take the ti me to 
think it through be fore 
you make a decision. 
Other wise, you’ll keep 
coming back to the 
same dilemma.

You’ll have a lot of work 
to do this week, but a 
fi le that was discreetly 
assigned to you could be 
very profi table. You may 
also start your own small 
business.

You’ll meet someone who 
might be your soulmate, 
and it’ll be love at fi rst 
site. You’ll both know 
you were made for each 
other, but your family will 
encourage you to slow 
down.

If you’re moving soon, 
you’ll be in and out of 
home decor sto res to 
make sure your new 
place is perfect. Take 
the ti me to refl ect on 
what you want to say 
before you express your 
opinions.

Someone may confi de 
in you, and you’ll be 
left  feeling confused. 
You might need to let a 
friend go, especially if 
they owe you money or 
betrayed your trust.

A promoti on at work will 
help ease your fi nancial 
worries. All you have 
to do is knock on your 
boss’ door and make it 
happen. You’ll fi nally see 
a brighter future ahead.

Some rest is needed 
to replenish your 
energy and spirit. A 
breakthrough will open 
the door to a new level 
of spirituality that’ll 
change your life.

You may use your 
excepti onal imaginati on 
to create a masterpiece 
from which you’ll greatly 
benefi t. It’s ti me to make 
the eff ort to bring your 
friends together for a 
small party.

December 22 -
January 19

September 23 - 
October 22

Answers For  
Crossword on 

2b

40 Wellington St. S., 
New Liskeard

age of majority required

CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE

Arts &
ENTERTAINMENT

TEMISKAMING’S
SUPER
STATION!

CLASSIC ROCK OLDIES

The TRAIN (103.1FM)
also playing 

‘Canadiana’ & Country 
Flavoured Rock.

ACROSS
1. Rough
6. Lights out signal
10. Dull
14. Keen
15. Monetary unit
17. Ore deposit
18. Aquarium denizen
19. Antelope
20. Bid �irst
21. Atop
23. Gin and ____
25. Swindle
28. Thickener
31. Goose egg
32. Not sweet, as wine
35. Atomic particle
36. Irish accent
38. Money
40. Cowboy contest
42. Growing out
45. Urge on
46. River crossing
49. Alumnus, for short
50. Load
51. Swindle
54. Suitcases
56. At this place
57. Never
59. Ocean bird
60. Touch against
61. Exult in victory
63. Care for an orphan
67. Coat feature
69. Too proper
72. By route of
73. Food tidbit
74. Clumsy person
77. All the cards
78. Wish
79. Blouse ruf�le
81. Mature
83. Clog or mule
86. Responsible
89. Roundup need
93. Bodily radiance, 
 to a psychic
94. Funds held by a 
 third party
95. Elliptical
96. Free from 
 dependence
97. Spring occurrence
98. Dimwitted

DOWN
1. Stetson, e.g.
2. Perfect shot
3. Wheel track
4. Play, as a guitar
5. Multitude
6. Turkey type
7. Rugged mountain
8. Town map
9. Beauty parlor
10. Allied nations
11. Clip
12. Lemon cooler
13. Egg source
15. Australian dog

16. Hindu queen
22. Rowboat paddle
24. Word before 
 advised or 
 tempered
25. British title
26. Dove’s comment
27. Plus
29. 39, to Benny
30. Ladder feature
32. Skinny one
33. Eat away
34. Transfer, as 
 property
36. Dolt
37. Certain nobleman
39. Higher ground
41. Wimpy
43. Tightly drawn
44. Move cautiously
47. Sounded a bell
48. Double
51. Shut out
52. Gush
53. Downturn
55. PT 109’s color
56. Angel’s headgear
58. House surroundings
62. Bind with string
64. Brutus’s breakfast?
65. Needle’s kin
66. Do handiwork
68. Mauna follower
70. Nail’s cousin
71. Mountain slider
75. Skillful
76. Impose fraudulently
78. Zigzag
79. Smart of «Designing 
 Women»
80. Racing gauge
82. Trudge
83. Witnessed
84. Shade of color
85. ____ pro nobis
87. Bikini top
88. Base
90. Child
91. Sib
92. Keats creation



Friday, May 1, 2020      WEEKENDER      Page 9a

Diane Johnston
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – 
Kids won’t be playing in a new 
splash pad park on the New 
Liskeard waterfront this sum-
mer.

Temiskaming Shores council 
will consider a formal resolu-
tion next week to formally defer 
the project to 2021.

The municipality is reviewing 
spending plans in light of the 
local economic toll taken by 
efforts to limit the spread of 
COVID-19.

It was also recently informed 
that the Northern Ontario Herit-
age Fund turned down its appli-
cation for a grant.

“The proposed project did 
not demonstrate suffi cient eco-
nomic benefi ts to support the 
investment,” wrote Heritage 
Fund executive director Mel-
anie Muncaster.

Applications had been sub-
mitted to both the Heritage 
Fund and FedNor for $100,000 
grants. FedNor declined the 
request last summer, saying it 
did not meet the priorities of its 
Northern Ontario Development 
Program.

At this time, all municipal 
recreation facilities are closed in 
light of concerns over the novel 
coronavirus, and it’s unknown 
when they’ll be given the green 
light to reopen.

“This isn’t the time for our 
project,” said Einas Makki, 
president of the Rotary Club of 
Temiskaming Shores and Area.

She said proponents want to 
see the splash pad open at a time 
when families will be excited to 
use it.

The project’s committee, city 
council and staff are committed 
to seeing the project built “and 
enjoyed by the public for years 
to come,” said Matt Bahm, the 
city’s recreation director, in an 
email last week.

The Rotary Club approached 
city council in the spring of 
2017 with the idea for the new 
family-friendly recreational 
showpiece.

It offered to raise $100,000 
over ten years, and the city 
made a matching commitment.

The total cost is estimated at 
$522,000.

Donations big and small have 
come from individuals, local 
businesses, service clubs, foun-
dations and fundraisers.

To date, fundraising stands at 
$476,500.

Among the supporters is the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, 

Pandemic worries sink 
splash pad for 2020

which has offered $150,000 to 
the project.

But under the grant require-
ments, construction is to be 
completed by September.

“The Trillium Foundation has 
indicated a desire to be fl exible 
with their funding and all indi-
cations are they will approve 
the funding to be deferred,” said 
Bahm.

Council however must ap-
prove a formal resolution ask-
ing for the deferral, and that’s 
expected to be considered at its 
meeting May 4, he said.

Proponents have also put on 
hold requests for donations from 
the community for the time 
being “to be respectful of the 
challenges everyone is going 
through,” he said.

“We continue to look for and 
apply to grants and other fund-
raising opportunities.”

He said the committee is look-
ing into the purchase of some 
components for the park this 
year in hopes of avoiding poten-
tial cost increases in 2021.

He invited anyone interested 
in supporting the project to con-
tact him.

Further information about the 

Proponents had hoped that a new splash pad park would open on 
the New Liskeard waterfront this summer. However, it’s been put 
on hold until next year as the city reviews spending plans in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. (Staff photo by Diane Johnston)

splash pad can be found on the 
city’s website.
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4 3 7 0 9 9  Haw n  D r iv e,  
D ymo n d  I n d u s tr ial P ar k

7 0 5 - 6 4 7 - 0 0 1 0

WE’RE STILL OPEN!
W e hav e tak en  n ew  meas u r es  to  en s u r e the 

health an d  s af ety o f  ev er yo n e.

O u r  f r o n t d o o r  is  n o w  lo c k ed  b u t w e w ill 
s till p r o v id e the es s en tials  as  p er  the 

G o v er n men t o f  O n tar io  E s s en tials  L is t.

Curbside pick up is available for all your needs.
P ho n e u s  7 0 5 - 6 4 7 - 0 0 1 0  

to  b o o k  an  ap p o in tmen t.  
E mail u s  in f o @ j o hn s tac k leb o x . c o m

Learn more  from those        who have the answers!

Rob Watchorn , CPA, CGA
Mortgage Agent 

T: 705.650.1377
robwatchorn@invis.ca
robwatchornmortgages.com

Brokerage #10801 HO: 1.888.468.4734

Mortgages designed for you

email: robwatchorn@invis.ca                           phone #: 705-650-1377
website: www.robwatchornmortgages.com

Residential and Commercial
• Purchases • Renewals • Re�nancing

Servicing Canada coast to coast

ASK THE    EXPERTS

74 Scott Street,  New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0  Tel: 705-647-4412    Fax: 705-647-4485
discount@breaultsdiscountwarehouse.com  

For all of your home improvement needs, look no further than Breault’s Discount Warehouse!

                          • Plumbing • Electrical • Wholesale • Retail   
We have a great 

selection of PREMISE outdoor � ood 

and yard LED lighting available. 

COME AND CHECK 

IT OUT!

RENO SEASON IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!!! 
And our team is here to help you!

Mark Wideman
Offi ce  - -

Cell  - -
mark optimumagri.ca

9 1  Development Rd., 
Thornloe ON P J 1S

MAKE TIME
DO TH  THIN S O  LOV

THE NEW

north-waychrysler.com

Our showroom is closed to the public until further notice. 
Service and parts are open Monday- Thursday 8am-4pm

Call 705-647-7361  
for assistance and to book an appointment.

705-676-6264        remax.ca
63 Whitewood Ave., New Liskeard

Serving Temagami to Timmins & everywhere in between

Not intended to solicit those 
already under contract.

RE/MAX Pursuit Realty Brokerage

Each offi ce independently owned and operated

W e are here to help y ou live and invest in our community .

Free home valuation
During these uncertain times are you wondering 

what your home is worth? 
Contact Perry at 705-676-6264 or email perryw@remax.net

No physical contact required. 

95 Craven Drive, New Liskeard
vjtrailers@hotmail.com  | www.vjtrailers.ca

FULL 
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
TRAILER IS 
AVAILABLE

705-647-2079

TRAILER
SPECIALISTS

YOUR

See us today for all 
your trailer needs

LOOKING FOR A DUMPER?   WE’VE GOT THE BEST!
SEE OUR NEW INVENTORY TODAY!
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Designed to Impress, Built to Last

burtonqualitybuilders@hotmail.com
705-622-6094

Residential Construction & Cabinetry
Residential Construction & Cabinetry

705-622-6094
burtonqualitybuilders@hotmail.com

Designed to Impress, Built to Last

95 Craven Drive, New Liskeard  |  705-647-2079
vjtrailers@hotmail.com  | www.vjtrailers.com

LARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERS
PARTS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

MOST BRANDS OF 

TRAILERS LARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERSLARGE SELECTION OF DUMP TRAILERS
SEVERAL AVAILABLE FROM GREAT 
CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS

Learn more  from those        who have the answers!
ASK THE    EXPERTS

OUR STORE IS OPEN and we’re here to get you what you need. 
We are adapting our daily business routine in order to help reduce the spread of COVID-19

and continue  to keep our customers and employees safe.

69 10th Ave., Earlton • earltontimbermart.ca

We Are Here 
For You

SHIP TO YOUR HOME: We’ll do the shopping for you! Just call in your order at
705-563-2671, ask for the Service Desk, or email us at earlton@timbermart.ca

CURBSIDE PICK-UP: We’ll do the shopping for you! Phone in your order and we’ll arrange for 
convenient Curbside Pick-Up outside the store - call 705-563-2671, ask for the Service Desk.

Temporarily Closed due to Covid 19

YOUR SPECIALIST IN NEW LISKEARD
Preserve your 
investment by o�ering 
your car and truck top 
quality parts! 
Drop by for a visit 
and put us to the 
challenge!

For more information:   btpartsandsupplies.com

NEW LISKEARD 705-647-6731

www.remaxaimnorthrealty.com 

Find Me On        Malcolm Alexander Realtor

Malcolm  
Alexander

Sales Representative

Mobile 705.498.7227

Email: 
malcolma@remax.net

EXPERIENCE
IN

ACTION!
Serving the Temiskaming 

area Since 1983

Remax Aim North Reality Brokerage

MLS® # TM200599
1 84  F arah A v e. N ew  L isk eard

95 Craven Drive, New Liskeard
vjtrailers@hotmail.com  | www.vjtrailers.ca

FULL 
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
TRAILER IS 
AVAILABLE

705-647-2079

TRAILER
SPECIALISTS

YOUR

See us today for all 
your trailer needs

LOOKING FOR A DUMPER?   WE’VE GOT THE BEST!
SEE OUR NEW INVENTORY TODAY!
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus

2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Ontario, your e�orts to 
beat COVID-19 are making 
a di�erence.

We need your continued determination and 
cooperation to stop the spread. 

COVID-19 can be deadly.

Don’t put your family and friends at risk.

Stay home. Stay strong. Save lives.

To stop the spread, we need you to 
continue to:

Stay home when possible

Practice physical distancing 
of at least 2 metres  2 m

Wash hands thoroughly 
and often




