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TEMISKAMING SHORES — He did it his way, just like the Frank Sinatra song says.The �rst baby born this decade and the New Year’s baby for the South Temiskaming region made his appearance when he was ready at the Temiskaming Hospital.Kolton Frederick Katt made his arrival on January 3, 

2020, at 9:40 a.m. weighing nine pounds, 11 ounces and coming in at 57.5 centimetres in length.The proud parents of baby Kolton are Geena Polson and Derek Katt from the Timiskaming First Nation in nearby Notre Dame du Nord, Quebec.The baby’s due date was actually New Year’s Day, said his mother from her hospital bed at the Temiskaming Hospital the day after the birth.

It’s a boy
Kolton rings in 2020 and the new decade

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

DISTRICT - The lack of equal access to broadband service is holding back develop-ment in Northern Ontario, believes Timisk-aming-Cochrane MPP John Vanthof.While a slower or non-existent broadband service in certain areas is something that Northerners have become used to, it can be a deterrent to people who are considering moving north for job opportunities, he ex-plained.
The issue has been raised by potential em-ployers who are seeking employees with the skills they need. When they �nd someone who is from a more urban part of the prov-ince, the reality of the broadband service problem can be a factor in whether that per-son will choose to move to the area.“When people come here for jobs, they notice it very much that the service outside of town isn’t the same,” said Vanthof.“It’s harder to get people to move here be-cause they don’t feel the service is equiva-lent.” He added that people see it as an es-sential service.

“You can buy a house here on a lake, and that’s all great,” but the lack of high-speed internet service causes people to reconsider their move north, and they will continue their search for a job in other areas.Vanthof said he thinks the technology exists to provide high-speed internet to all Ontario residents, but the service is provid-ed by the private sector.“There’s not very much chance of making a pro�t on providing really good service” to people in rural areas, he commented, em-phasizing that he was criticizing the private companies.
But a critical point in the need for more broadband infrastructure has been reached, he believes.
He noted that the installation of hydro lines throughout the province was done for the pro�t of the entire region.“We’re at the same point, in my opinion, with broadband.”

Vanthof wants to see the provincial gov-ernment implement a strategy that will see broadband service extended to rural areas of Northern Ontario. A solution is needed to the question of getting accessible broad-band service to every Ontarian, he stated.

Solution 
needed 

for equal 
broadband 

access

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES - Every mem-ber of Team Canada knew how tough it would be to repeat as defending champions at the IIHF U18 2020 Women’s World Championship in Bratislava, Slovakia, but none more so than rookie player Brianna Legros.Legros, a former Temiskaming Shores Minor Hockey Association player, and her team-mates were undefeated in the December 26 to January 2 tournament until the gold medal game against the Unit-ed States, which they lost in double overtime 2-1.

The Canadians had defeated the Americans in last year’s matchup in overtime 3-2 with another local play-er, Teagan Grant, on the team.Legros, 17, admits she personally had a good tourna-ment and is happy with her contributions to the team and where her game is heading, but that overtime loss stings and will stay with her for a while.“I honestly can’t explain the feeling after the USA scored in overtime. That game was our game and it should have been our win. When they scored it was just a thought of ‘wow we just really lost,’ it was more of a snap back of what really just happened and that we did just lose even though it was our game,” explained Legros in an email interview.

Brianna Legros

The �rst baby of 2020 born in the Temiskaming region was a boy named Kolton Frederick Katt, weighing a healthy nine 

pounds and 11 ounces. He made his arrival on January 3 at the Temiskaming Hospital to the delight of his happy parents 

Derek Katt and Geena Polson from Notre-Dame-du-Nord. (Sta� photo by Sue Nielsen)

Maple Leaf proudLegros earns silver at U18 World Championship
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EARLTON - Armstrong Township is looking forward into the new year and beyond.
The year ahead will see the municipality continue to work on its asset management plan, which will guide the council and sta� forward in future years.“The asset management is always a concern that we’re working on,” said Mayor Jean Marc Boileau.The plan will not only help provide a clear direction for the council in terms of preparing for capital pro-jects in future years. The provincial government also wants to see that the municipalities have a plan in place when they apply for grants, Boileau explained.The municipal water treatment plant, which has 

two wells, is also expected to see more refurbish-ment work in the new year. Work will focus on a pipe and pump.
In 2019, the water treatment plant underwent a major upgrade to its �lter, he noted.“So that’s mainly what we have as far as the water plant unless we have unforeseen problems,” he com-mented. 

The municipality is continuing to promote the availability of residential lots on the southwest cor-ner of Earlton. The subdivision now has one new house built.
The lots are available at $20,000 each and as an incentive, the municipality will reimburse new lot owners $2,000 when they purchase their building permit.

The township has now applied for a grant with the hope that it will be able to acquire funding for the replacement of its 50-year-old pool house, located at 

the public pool. The municipality also wants to create wheelchair accessibility at the pool, Boileau said.“There’s a lot of improvements we could do there with the washrooms and people coming in, so that they would come in the same level at the pool, in-stead of having to go up the stairs.”The Timiskaming Health Unit has provided the municipality with a grant of $1,700 toward provid-ing shade, and the council has decided to focus the money on the pool area. Details are expected to be made clear at the March meeting of council.The township will be adding a hardtop surface to one street in Earlton this year. Boileau acknowledges that Earlton is going through changes, with new, younger English-speak-ing families moving into the town. There are now more English people than French people living in the community, he said. 

Jean Marc Boileau

Armstrong looking forward to 2020 and beyond

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

COBALT - Cobalt Mayor George Othmer feels that the �rst year of council has been okay, in spite of “a few little trials and tribulations.”
Othmer says the town has been catching up from the re-cent past when it didn’t have a full-time chief administrative o�cer and it was hard to get things done, he said.“Now that we have a CAO full-time we’re doing quite well.”

Othmer noted that volunteer Kyle Audette has been actively working on building a recreation pro-gram.
“People are just loving what he is doing.”He said Audette is working in cooperation with St. 

Patrick School which is allowing him to use the fa-cility for his many planned activities.The town has been working on the major project of upgrading its pump house. The town has also been working to bring its sew-age lagoon into compliance with government orders.“The Ministry of Environment is pushing us to be compliant. Unfortunately, it sort of fell through the cracks in the past. Some of the compliances they required were missed and we’re trying to catch up again.”
He said there are timelines “and the ministry has been nice enough to allow (one extension) to happen.”He added that the town will be trying to “keep up with what they require. It doesn’t seem to be a whole lot of big stu�, but of course, when it’s all added up, it’s costly.”

As well, work has been taking place to prepare a new Hoist Room. The matter of the gym equipment is a legal matter, said Othmer, so it is not open for dis-

cussion right now.
“We’re still working at it and I think we’re going to be successful in getting it done.”In the spring, the public works department is ex-pected to repair the wall of the Cobalt Northern On-tario Fire Museum. The same building also houses the Cobalt, Coleman, Latchford Food Bank. The wall has a brick facade which has developed a large crack in it.Othmer said there is a committee of people inter-ested in starting the museum up again.There are smaller matters that occur as well, he pointed out.

A project that is “still in the back of our mind” is the reconstruction of the town’s public works shop. Oth-mer said the town has not yet been able to address the need, but the project “is de�nitely in our line of sight.”
Property standards is always a major concern, he said of key properties.

George Othmer

Cobalt looking forward while catching up

Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

KERNS TOWNSHIP - Kerns Town-ship is planning a major project for 2020 to replace the Murphy Bridge on the Wabi Pit Line.Reeve Terry Phillips says with the completion of that bridge, he will have seen every ma-jor crossing completed in the township under his 30 years as reeve.The township �nished the Seymour Culvert project in 2019, and started the soil testing for the Murphy Bridge project in late fall.Phillips envisioned that when he retires from muni-cipal politics he “can ride o� into the sunset knowing that all is good for 75 to 100 years.”However, he acknowledged that unexpected events can occur, like a couple of years ago when a washout hit the township with an unexpected cost 

of $25,000 required to replace a culvert.“That’s a lot of money for a little municipality,” he commented.
Last year’s spring was concerning because of the spring melt that occurred after a particularly heavy snowfall over the course of the winter, he noted. That challenged the municipality with plowing and sand-ing, but Phillips said the township “got through it.”The municipality used its Main Street Funding, pro-vided by the provincial government, to update the township’s ball diamond on Milberta Road, carry out some work on the township garage, and do some signage for the area.

One-time modernization funding from the provin-cial government has made it possible for the town-ship to replace its 30-year-old grader with a newer, used grader.
Phillips noted, though, that the provincial gov-ernment is cutting back on funding which normally is received by municipalities. “They say they’re not forcing amalgamation, but the way they’re cutting 

back, there’s a lot of municipalities that are going to have to look at partnering with other municipalities,” he commented. 
“We’re fortunate we’ve been doing that for the past 20 years.”
Phillips noted Kerns shares a land�ll with Hudson Township, and is part of the administrative arrange-ment with the three neighbouring municipalities.A consultant has been hired to look at whether there’s anything else that can be done to streamline services, but Phillips believes that almost every stone has already been turned in that objective.Kerns is passing through a major milestone with the changing of the guard at the administrative of-�ce in Harley Township.Michel Lachapelle served Casey Township as clerk-treasurer for approximately 30 years, and then expanded that role under the umbrella of Harley to serve Kerns, Casey, Harley and Hudson approximate-ly 20 years ago.

Terry Phillips

Finishing last major crossing in 2020
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EARLTON - Armstrong Township is looking forward into the new year and beyond.
The year ahead will see the municipality continue to work on its asset management plan, which will guide the council and sta� forward in future years.“The asset management is always a concern that we’re working on,” said Mayor Jean Marc Boileau.The plan will not only help provide a clear direction for the council in terms of preparing for capital projects in future years. The provincial government also wants to see that the municipalities have a plan in place when they apply for grants, Boileau explained.The municipal water treatment plant, which has 
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COBALT - Cobalt Mayor George Othmer feels that the �rst year of council has been okay, in spite of “a few little trials and tribulations.”
Othmer says the town has been catching up from the recent past when it didn’t have a full-time chief administrative o�cer and it was hard to get things done, he said.“Now that we have a CAO full-time we’re doing quite well.”

Othmer noted that volunteer Kyle Audette has been actively working on building a recreation program.
“People are just loving what he is doing.”He said Audette is working in cooperation with St. 
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KERNS TOWNSHIP - Kerns Township is planning a major project for 2020 to replace the Murphy Bridge on the Wabi Pit Line.Reeve Terry Phillips says with the completion of that bridge, he will have seen every major crossing completed in the township under his 30 years as reeve.The township �nished the Seymour Culvert project in 2019, and started the soil testing for the Murphy Bridge project in late fall.Phillips envisioned that when he retires from municipal politics he “can ride o� into the sunset knowing that all is good for 75 to 100 years.”However, he acknowledged that unexpected events can occur, like a couple of years ago when a washout hit the township with an unexpected cost 
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TEMISKAMING SHORES — The 

New Liskeard Cubs started o� 

the new decade in �ne form.

They snapped an eight-

game losing streak against 

the Sudbury Minor Midget 

Wolves Friday night at the 

Don Shepherdson Memorial 

Arena with a 4-0 victory.

“It was sure nice for the 

boys to get the win. They 

played nice and hard and we 

needed that. We got the puck 

out of our end which helped 

our goalie,” said coach Steve 

Polyblank in a telephone in-

terview.
The Cubs improved their 

Great North Midget League 

record to six wins, 11 losses 

and two overtime losses and 

sit in sixth place overall with 

14 points.
It was all Cubs January 3 

from the initial puck drop 

onwards as goalie Alex Date 

earned a shutout while Matt 

Hill led his team with a pair of 

goals.
“It was Alex’s �rst shutout 

in Great North Midget League 

history and I was happy for 

him. After all he has been 

through with injuries he de-

served the shutout.”

With the two goals, Hill now 

has a team-leading 13 goals.

“I am glad for Matt. He is a 

rookie leading the team in 

scoring and his con�dence 

is good. It is nice to see that,” 

noted the coach.

The Cubs opened the scor-

ing on a goal from Hill assist-

ed by Dean Chitaroni.

The second goal of the peri-

od came from Kevin McLean.

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

COLEMAN TOWNSHIP — Win-

ter in Northern Ontario gives 

children a unique opportunity 

to be outside, be active and 

learn to cross-country ski, plus 

meet new friends.

The Temiskaming Nordic Ski 

Club (TNSC) has maintained a 

tradition of teaching children 

how to balance and glide on 

cross-country skis.

There was a cool wind blow-

ing, but otherwise the weather 

was perfect for the �rst session 

of the Jackrabbit program this 

season, held Saturday, January 

4.
“We have 31 kids aged four 

and up. We have volunteer 

coaches and kitchen sta� and 

we also have older Track At-

tack group and TNT racing 

team members working with 

the program,” said program co-

ordinator Kerry Scha�er in an 

email interview.

She said participants are led 

through a series of fundamen-

tal movements and techniques 

over the course of the program 

with integrated fun games 

to reinforce new skills being 

learned all in a friendly, relaxed 

atmosphere.
The core philosophy of the 

program is simple - playing 

outside on skis and having fun.

“At the end of the program 

there is a fun Olympics where 

all ages of kids are separated 

into teams to show o� their 

new skills in a friendly compe-

tition to end the season,” noted 

Scha�er.
There was an interesting 

buzz in the air last weekend 

concerning the program when 

a pair of sisters from Cape 

Town South Africa joined the 

program to learn how to ski 

over three weeks.

They are visiting grandpar-

ents in nearby Quebec, heard 

about the learn-to-ski program 

and are coming to the lessons.

Morgan, 9, and Dylan Heley, 

aged 7, had never seen snow 

before, let alone strap on a pair 

of cross-country skis.

Sports front
w/story

The New Liskeard Cubs dominated 

play against the Sudbury Minor 

Midget Wolves January 3, winning 

The New Liskeard Cubs dominated play against the Sudbury Minor Midget Wolves January 3, winning 

4-0 to break an eight game winless streak. Cub captain Jackson Bu�am was quick to transition the

puck out of his zone in front of goalie Alex Date. Date faced 16 shots in the shutout. (Sta� photo by

Sue Nielsen)

Eight was enough
Cubs get back in win 

column against Wolves

FUNdamentals
Jack Rabbit program 

hops into action

Two sisters from Cape Town, South Africa, Morgan Heley, 9 (left), 

and Dylan Heley, 7, are in the region visiting with their grandparents 

in nearby Quebec. The sisters decided to take in the TNSC Jackrabbit 

Learn to Ski program on January 4. It was their �rst time experiencing 

cold, snow and winter and they seemed to thoroughly enjoy it all. 

(Sta� photo by Sue Nielsen)

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

COLEMAN TOWNSHIP — 

The major appeal of the 

cross-country ski trails at the 

Temiskaming Nordic Ski Club 

is the many kilometres of 

beautifully groomed trails.

However, this season the 

club is experiencing head-

aches with regards to the state 

of its main groomer, the Piston 

Bully PB, which was sent for re-

pairs last summer.

“The machine is German- 

made and it has been di�cult 

to get parts,” said TNSC presi-

dent, Russell Walker in a recent 

telephone conversation.

“We have been using our 

snowmachines to groom the 

trails but the problems with 

that is it takes upwards of 

eight hours requiring three or 

four passes. Also the machines 

aren’t able to pack the trails 

like the Piston Bully can. The 

volunteer groomers are doing 

a great job. Maybe you and I 

wouldn’t notice but elite skiers 

notice when the snow isn’t as 

packed down enough as their 

poles sink into the snow and 

this is causing problems.”

He said the Piston Bully was 

sent out to a local machine 

shop for repairs to its hydrau-

lic system and while the me-

chanic was assessing the ma-

chine he noted the electrical 

system needed an overhaul.

Parts had to be sent for and 

this has taken a considerable 

amount of time resulting in a 

delay in getting the machine 

back on course.

Grooming problems
TNSC looking long-term for funding

• The lack of equal access to broadband service is holding 
back development in Northern Ontario, says Timiskam-
ing-Cochrane MPP John Vanthof.

• Kolton Frederick Katt is this year’s New Year baby. He ar-
rived at the Temiskaming Hospital January 3, to proud
parents Geena Polson and Derek Katt of Timiskaming
First Nation.

• Former Temiskaming Shores hockey player Brianna 
Legros, was part of Team Canada’s silver medal 
success at the IIHF U18 2020 Women’ World 
Championship in Bratisla-va, Slovakia.

• Timiskaming-Cochrane MPP John Vanthof raises
concern about whether there will be any progress 
this term in returning rail passenger service.
The Temiskaming Nordic Ski Club is looking to
replace its aging Piston Bully groomer. A fund-
ing stream will be needed for the costly machine,
says TNSC president Russell Walker.
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Paper of 
Record
available
at library
Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES -- Temiskaming 
Shores Public Library chief executive 
o�cer Rebecca Hunt is excited about a 
new service which the library now o�ers.

The library now has access to the Pa-
per of Record which the public can use. 

The digitized data base provides ac-
cess to numerous online newspapers, 
and the library has now purchased a 
subscription. 

Hunt says the new service “is es-
pecially valuable because it has the 
Temiskaming Speaker digitized from 
1905 to 2001. That’s incredibly valuable 
for people who are doing genealogy re-
search and searches of local history of 
the area.”

The Paper of Record is easier to use 
than the micro�lm (also available 
through the library) because keyword 
searches can be used for the Paper of 
Record, she explained.

The micro�lms, which are current-
ly located at the Haileybury branch of 
the Temiskaming Shores Public Library, 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
With a slight dusting of snow for ambience, Dennis Peddie drove a wagonful of children and adults from the Hilliardton Hall 
to the Hilliardton Marsh Research and Education Centre during the annual Christmas Bird Count held on Saturday, January 
4. Events were held at the Hilliardton Hall and at the Marsh for 22 participants and 10 volunteers. See story page 6a.  (Staff
photo by Sue Nielsen)

•

Continued on 12a
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TIMMINS (Special/Staff) – Familiar faces will remain at the helm of the 
region’s French Catholic school board in 2020.

On December 7, the Conseil scolaire catholique de district des Grandes 
Rivières acclaimed Trustee Langis Dion to another year-long term as chair.

“I am touched with the amount of confidence that my colleagues have 
demonstrated, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all school 
board trustees for their leadership and commitment as well as congratulat-
ing all board members for their nomination,” said Dion in a press release.

Dion represents the Timmins, Gogama and Foleyet areas on the board.
Trustees also acclaimed the current vice-chair, Trustee Isabelle Char-

bonneau, to another term in the post.
“Together, we will continue to make the best decisions for our students 

and our board,” she said.
Charbonneau represents the Englehart and Kirkland Lake areas on the 

board.

BEAR ISLAND (Staff) – The province is once again providing cash to 
maintain ice roads in Northern Ontario.

Thirty-one First Nations and the Town of Moosonee will receive some 
$5.8 million to build and maintain 3,160 kilometres of temporary winter 
roads.

Temagami First Nation has been awarded $18,367 for the road running 
from Lake Temagami access point to Bear Island.

“The winter roads network is an economic lifeline for our Far North 
communities,” said Greg Rickford, minister of Energy, Northern Devel-
opment and Mines and minister of Indigenous Affairs, in a news release.

“These temporary snow and ice roads provide vital connections to 
all-season roads that bring in essential services and goods such as food, 
medical and construction supplies.”

The province said winter roads also offer more affordable transportation 
options for the mining industry, a key contributor to the Northern econo-
my.

Take care, 
when it comes to ice: OPP

TEMISKAMING SHORES (Staff) – There may be ice on local waterways, but police say 
users may be on a slippery slope if they trust it’s safe.

The OPP are advising anyone to be very cautious.
“Tragically, every year many Canadians die in ice-related incidents,” say police in a 

news release.
Police say “it is critical that the ice quality or type of ice is evaluated before you travel.
“You need to avoid slushy ice, fluctuating water levels, or ice that is on or near moving 

water. If ice has thawed, refrozen, layered, or rotten which is caused by sudden tempera-
ture changes, it is not safe.

“Other factors that weaken ice include the age of the ice and snow that acts like a blanket 
as this prevents hardening and can even melt the ice.

“Be familiar with your lake or bay and observe for pressure ridges caused by the wind 
or current.

“No ice is without some risk. Be sure to measure clear, hard ice in several places.
“Understand that being able to swim is only a small part of an ice-related rescue.”
To avoid unnecessary risks, police recommend that snowmobilers stick to available, 

land-based Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Club trails whenever possible.
Police offering the following tips:
• Go with an experienced, safety-conscious guide who is familiar with local conditions. 

Do not travel on ice alone.
• Constantly scan the frozen terrain for signs of changing conditions.
• Loosen buckles and undo belts on any packs or equipment you are carrying or riding 

on so they can easily be removed. Loosen bindings on snowshoes.
• Do not drink alcohol and travel over ice-covered bodies of water. Alcohol impairs 

judgment and reduces your body’s ability to stay warm in cold conditions.
• Carry a map and compass or a GPS system. A changing weather front can cover a lake 

quickly in fog or a snowstorm and leave you disoriented on a surface with no landmarks. 
Make sure your GPS battery is fully charged. Carry a compass as backup and know how 
to use it.

• Do not travel over ice-covered water in early and late winter when conditions are more 
likely to be dangerous.

• Consider carrying a small personal safety kit that should include items such as a light-
er, waterproof matches, a magnesium fire starter, a pocket knife, and a whistle.

Keep a cellular telephone in a waterproof pouch. Ice picks and a rope are also worth-
while. Carry high energy food and keep dry clothes in your vehicle.

• Most importantly, if in doubt, don’t go out.

Grandes Rivières board 
acclaims chair, vice-chair

Cold cash coming for 
winter roads 
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Marilyn, Terry, Tim,  
Mary-Jane and Richard

would like to thank 
everyone who o�ered 

condolences at the time 
of Bob’s passing on 
December 3, 2019.

�e �owers, food, phone 
calls and cards helped us 
through this sad time in 

our lives.

Montana Dawn Heon
August 23, 1992  

– January 13, 2009
11 Year Angelversary

Always loved
Never forgotten 
Forever Missed

Mama, Dad, Cierra,  
G-Ma & G-Pa Moore, 
Auntie Shan & Kianna

ATTENTION ALL RESIDENTS OF COBALT
During the winter season we will be providing pick up boxes at designated 
locations & various bus shelters through out Cobalt for residents to pick up 
their Weekender. Should you have special needs which require you to have your 
Weekender delivered to your door please contact us and we will make the proper 
arrangements.

BLACK PICK UP BOX LOCATIONS:
Cobalt Town Office
Cobalt Public Library

Bus Shelter Black Pick Up Box Locations:
Across from St.Patrick School on Lang St.
Top of  Cobalt Hill on Prospect Ave.
Bottom of  Galena St.
Corner of  Russel & Lang St. (near bridge)

Printing, Publishing 
and Promotions

SPEAKER

TIMMINS (Special/Staff) – The 
college career of Fred Gibbons 
will span a quarter-century.

Gibbons has announced that 
he’ll retire in June 2020 after 25 
years at Northern College, in-
cluding serving as its president 
and CEO since 2009.

“There is something very spe-
cial about working for a com-
munity college because you are 
at the heart of transforming the 
lives of your students whether 
young or mature,” said Gibbons 
in a recent statement.

Northern College president 
retiring in 2020

Fred Gibbons
“Students come to us with 

dreams and ambitions and our 
role is to prepare them for suc-
cess and to realize those aspira-
tions,” he continued.

“As part of that process I have 
had the privilege of working 
with some very special people 
and a very dedicated group of 
staff who put students first, the 
results of which saw Northern 
College ranked number one pro-
vincially for employer satisfac-
tion with its graduates.”

Northern College is head-
quartered in Timmins with cam-
puses in Haileybury, Kirkland 
Lake and Moosonee. It has also 
struck partnerships with Pures 
College of Technology in To-
ronto and in China.

The college’s board of gov-

ernors greeted Gibbons’ an-
nouncement with mixed emo-
tions.

“Under President Gibbons’ 
leadership, we have seen the 
college expand and thrive,” said 
board chair George Pirie in a 
news release.

“We have also seen the cre-
ation of foundational partner-
ships with school boards and 
Indigenous organizations and 
communities.”

Under his leadership, the col-
lege has seen the completion of 
major construction projects.

In 2010, the college opened 
the Centre of Excellence for 
Trades and Technology at its 
Timmins campus and saw the 
addition of the East End Family 
Health Team’s new facilities.

In the fall of 2015, a student 
residence was opened at the 
Haileybury campus.

Last year, the Integrated 
Emergency Services Complex 
opened at the Timmins campus.

Its new Mining Innovation 
Hub is expected to open in the 
spring of 2020, also in Timmins.

The college noted that, during 

his tenure, it has sustained its 
domestic student enrolment de-
spite a declining population in 
the region it serves.

It has also seen its interna-
tional student enrolment grow 
exponentially at its campuses 
and its Toronto partner.

On the wider education front, 
Gibbons served a two-year term 
from 2016 to 2018 as chair of 
Colleges Ontario, the advocacy 
organization for the province’s 
24 public colleges.

It was during that time that 
Ontario’s colleges celebrat-
ed the 50th anniversary of the 
community college system and 
also experienced a five-week 
faculty strike, the longest in col-
leges’ history.

Outside of Northern College, 
Gibbons has also been active in 
the region’s social and econom-
ic development.

He’s on the executive of the 
Timmins Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and is a for-
mer president of the Timmins 
Chamber of Commerce and has 
sat on the Timmins and District 
Hospital board.

www.northernontario.ca

OPEN 
24/7
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EditorialEditorialEditorial
While I was driving along 

Highway 11 last week, just into 
the New Year, I saw a fox with 
no tail.

There was not even a stub of 
a tail.

This was a strange phenom-
enon because when one envi-
sions a fox they automatically 
think of its beautiful, bushy tail.

Over the holidays, Pope Fran-
cis apologized for slapping the 
hand of a woman while he was 
mingling with people on New 
Year’s Day.

In his Christmas message the 
pontiff spoke about domestic 
violence and the harm violence 
is doing to women and girls.

Was this not a case of hypoc-
risy?

However, Pope Francis apol-
ogized for his behavior.

Donald Trump upset more 
than a few world leaders when 
he ordered a drone killing of a 
top-level Iranian general.

So early into 2020 and we 
might think the world is going 
to hell in a hand basket.

But we have never been better 
off, says New York Times op-ed 
writer Nicolas Kristof.

Kristof says 2019 was a year 
in which fewer children died 
and suffered, adults became 
more literate and people were 
less likely to experience debil-
itating diseases.

The good news was that over 
half a million people received 
access to clean drinking wa-
ter and electricity and some 
650,000 per day went online for 

the fi rst time.
There has been a huge reduc-

tion in global poverty in the last 
50 years and because of immu-
nization, dreaded diseases such 
as polio and leprosy have been 
greatly reduced.

He noted there are huge im-
provements in adult literacy 
rates and large gains in girls’ 
education and the empower-
ment of women.

Let us indeed celebrate the in-
crease in world knowledge.

And as disgraced Hollywood 
movie mogul Harvey Weinstein 
went to court this week to an-
swer dozens of rape and sexual 
assault charges, we know there 
is a god somewhere.

I can’t recall a year that 
was worse in terms of climate 
change catastrophes, including 
the mass fl ooding in our region 
this spring all the way to the 
Australian wildfi res.

The most dangerous mental 
state in diffi cult times is despair.

Pessimism raises blood pres-
sure and has adverse health af-
fects.

So I have decided to set sail 
into the New Year with as much 
optimism as I can.

I know it will be roughly four 
months or so until I can pad-
dle my anti-despair machine 
around a beautiful blue-green 
northern lake hearing the loon 
calling in a far-off bay.

A candle lit in darkness still 
gives light.

Have a great week everyone!

A lit candle
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In this week’s Temiskaming Speak-
er we featured several stories about 
the hopes and aspirations of mu-
nicipal leaders across our coverage 
region.

A common thread of concern 
among many municipalities is up-
grading water and sewage treat-
ment plants.

The costs associated with provid-
ing potable water sources to a mu-
nicipality and the treatment of sew-
age is staggering to say the least.

It then becomes a heavy burden 
on taxpayers, especially in rural 
northern communities where it’s not 
thousands of people sharing costs, 
it is hundreds.

It becomes even more challeng-
ing when the provincial government 
changes water and sewer regula-
tions at the drop of a hat.

It’s been years since the Walkerton 
tainted water tragedy killed at least 
seven residents, sickened about 
2,500 others, and single handed-
ly curtailed the provincial govern-
ment’s self-regulation philosophy.

Since then Ontario municipalities 

must abide by the Safe Drinking 
Water Act 2002 (SDWA) and then 
in 2006 the province adopted the 
Clean Water Act (CWA) to ensure 
drinking water source protection.

Primary drivers of tax increases 
include expensive upgrades to wa-
ter and sewer treatment facilities, 
sometimes with infrastructure dat-
ing back to the 1950s.

Stringent drinking water regula-
tions help to safeguard public health 
while protecting the environment.

It is too bad there isn’t more fund-
ing where municipalities can access 
help to cover costs for infrastruc-
ture upgrades to aging buildings, 
lagoons, holding tanks and water 
lines.

High water rates are always an 
issue for low-income households, 
especially for people on fi xed in-
comes, those out of work and those 
struggling to feed families.

Municipal councils are doing the 
best job they can to manage these 
high costs, often times out of their 
control.

AVIAN PLANTERS
A ruffed grouse feasted on mountain ash berries in Coleman Township last weekend. Guess what? 
The seeds are indigestible so birds are responsible for planting mountain-ash trees far and wide. 
(Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Oft hope is 
born when all 

is forlorn.
J.R.R. Tolkein

Long drink of water
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www.northernontario.ca

SEND US YOUR 
PHOTOS

OF OUR AREA
Be the next featured 

Photographer on the cover 
or throughout our 

annual edition of the 
Visitor’s Guide, or 

throughout the Speaker’s 
2021 calendar

IMPORTANT: All photo files 
MUST be identified with your 

name, location and photo title. 
Send via email to 

ads@northernontario.ca.

READY
SET

OUR

RETURNS

Visitor's Guide

20
19
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02

0 TEMISKAMING’S
TEMISKAMING’S
TEMISKAMING’S
TEMISKAMING’S
TEMISKAMING’S
TEMISKAMING’S
TEMISKAMING’S
TEMISKAMING’S

SPEAKER

SHOOT!

SPEAKER
SPEAKER

PHOTO CONTEST

THIS YEAR’S 
CHALLENGE:
FRIENDS & FAMILY

We still want 
the photos to 
showcase our 

beautiful northern 
community, but 
let’s display the 
landscape while 
including some 

local faces!
ONLY HIGH 

RESOLUTION PHOTOS 
ACCEPTED (300ppi)

BREATH OF FRESH AID 
FOR FOOD BANKS
The Frog’s Breath Foundation has once again lent its annual fi nancial helping hand to the six food 
banks that serve the Temiskaming area. Each food bank will receive $5,000, for a total donation of 
$30,000. Pictured above are, from left, Ike Laba, alternate coordinator of the Temagami Lions food 
bank which serves the Temagami and Bear Island areas; Vic Roach, coordinator of the Englehart 
and Area Food Bank; Karen Woods of the Salvation Army Temiskaming Community Church food 
bank in New Liskeard; and Hugo Rivet, a director, Rheo Hacquard, a director and treasurer, with 
the Foundation. Donations also went to the three food banks serving the Kirkland Lake, Haileybury 
and the Cobalt/ Coleman/Latchford areas. (Staff photo by Diane Johnston)

Denis Labelle, DHA : président          Simon Fecteau : directeur de l’éducation

Inscription à la maternelle : le lundi 20 janvier 2020

École publique des Navigateurs
39, avenue Hessle, New Liskeard • tél. : 705-647-8700 

Inscriptions acceptées en tout temps

le mardi 28 janvier 2020
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Speaker Reporter

HILLIARDTON MARSH — For the past 
120 years bird watchers across North Ameri-
ca have gathered to count birds living in their 
specifi c regions.

It was no different when 22 children and 
adults and 10 volunteers gathered at the Hil-
liardton Marsh Research and Education Cen-
tre (HMREC) on Saturday, January 4 to count 
and band local bird species. 

The goal of the Christmas Bird Count is 
to tally as many species of birds in one sin-
gle day to get a snapshot of bird diversity and 
abundance locally but across North America.

The Christmas Bird Count is the longest-run-
ning citizen science project with information 
collected by thousands of volunteers.

For the last fi ve years the HMREC has par-
ticipated in the CBC4Kids Bird Count hoping 

to connect children to nature and impart an 
important message about conservation.

The count takes place no matter the weath-
er and for the marsh’s count, the weather was 
fairly mild with temperatures just below the 
freezing mark with gray skies.

At the Marsh they counted birds, banded 
birds, read a story called “Counting Birds, 
made suet feeders, went on a horse and wagon 
ride with Dennis Peddie from the Hilliardton 
Hall to the Marsh while doing a bird census 
along the way.

“At the Marsh the kids did a bird walk along 
the trails counting birds along the way and 
participated in banding eight species and 90 
birds overall from 10 a.m. to noon,” said HM-
REC bird bander Joanne Goddard in an email 
interview.

Birds banded on the day were black-capped 
chickadees, American goldfi nch, downy 
woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, blue jay and 

American tree sparrows.
“This is the deadliest bird at the Marsh,” 

joked HMREC bird bander Bruce Murphy to 
the crowd of children, parents and grandpar-
ents attending the bird counting event.

What he meant was the tiny chickadees are 
fi erce when captured and become aggressive 
in pecking at the various banders who apply 
the coloured bands on their legs.

Because chickadees don’t migrate they 
make great birds to study and are fi tted with 
special colour-coded bands with a nine-digit 
number identifying the bird in a national data-
base, should it wander to another area.

The birds are banded, measured and released 
within a minute or two.

The results of the Christmas Bird Count are 
used by conservation biologists and naturalists 
to assess the population trends and distribu-
tion of birds.

Following the fl ock
Hilliardton Marsh Christmas Bird Count 

took fl ight January 4

SCOTIABANK
SUPPORTING
SKI VILLAGE
Thanks to the efforts of the staff at 
Scotiabank, $1,500 in ticket sales 
for the North on Tap summer event 
by the staff was matched through 
Scotiabank’s corporate sponsor-
ship. The resulting total of $3,000 
was turned over to North on Tap’s 
chosen recipient, Tri-Town Ski and 
Snowboard Village. Funds raised 
for the ski village will be put toward 
new chalet projects, as well as the 
new magic carpet lift, repairs to the 
existing lift, and expansion of the 
multi-season activities which will 
be completed by December 2020. 
From left to right are New Liskeard 
bank manager Jenna Rochon, assis-
tant manager Michelle St-Georges, 
customer experience lead Jennifer 
Girard, small business advisor 
Carole Imbeau, North On Tap trea-
surer Jody Currie (also ski village 
treasurer), and ski village vice-pres-
ident Lorna Desmarais. (Staff photo 
by Darlene Wroe)
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$323,545

$522,000

$323,545$323,545

We are over 
half way 
to our 

target for 
the

splash park!!

It will be 
located at the
New Liskeard

WaterFront and 
Have 24 different 
water features!!

Thanks to 
our sponsors

we couldn't 
do it 

without you

Sponsors:
TITLE SPONSOR ($100,000)

• Temiskaming Shores and 
 Area Rotary Club

• City of 
Temiskaming Shores 

In Kind

S.S. SCHOONER ($50,000)
• Gord and Greyson Zubyck 

 Memorial Fund

PARK PIRATE ($25,000)
• Frog's Breath Foundation

PARK SUNSHINE ($10,000 TO 
$24,999)

• Earlton TimberMart BBQ and 
TimberKids Charitable Foundation

• TC Energy
• Pedersen Construction

PARK CAPTAIN ($5,000 TO $9,999)

PARK ANCHOR ($2,501 TO$ 4,999)
• Images Salon BBQ 
and Silent Auction

• Smart and Caring Fund

PARK FRIEND ($1,000 - $2,500)
• Willow Beach, Alivia Try, Lincoln Try

• Timiskaming Health Unit

PARK PAL ($500 - $999)
• Club Lions D'Earlton

• Temiskaming Shores Lionness Club
• Township of James

• Claude Thornily
• EACOM Timber Corporation

• George Taylor Fund
• Waterfront Inn “Geyser”

• Les Chevalier de Columbs #8619
• tench-macdiarmid insurance

• st cyr and associates

PARK BUDDY ($1 - $499)
• In Memory of Mary Grant 

- Katherine Hughes
• Joe Marsh

• Fountain Tire

American tree sparrows.
“This is the deadliest bird at the Marsh,” 

joked HMREC bird bander Bruce Murphy to 
the crowd of children, parents and grandpar-
ents attending the bird counting event.

What he meant was the tiny chickadees are 
fi erce when captured and become aggressive 
in pecking at the various banders who apply 
the coloured bands on their legs.

Because chickadees don’t migrate they 
make great birds to study and are fi tted with 
special colour-coded bands with a nine-digit 
number identifying the bird in a national data-
base, should it wander to another area.

The birds are banded, measured and released 
within a minute or two.

The results of the Christmas Bird Count are 
used by conservation biologists and naturalists 
to assess the population trends and distribu-
tion of birds.

Following the fl ock
Hilliardton Marsh Christmas Bird Count 

took fl ight January 4
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17 O’Connor Drive, P.O. Box 98, Temagami, ON  P0H 2H0
Tel: 705.569.3244  Fax: 705.569.2610

Temagami Family Health Team
Submitted by Ellen Ibey

Eating Disorder Awareness 
Thoughts, feelings and behaviours related to managing 
food and weight can begin to interfere with everyday 
activities.  When we focus too much attention on our 
bodies and our eating, these thoughts can quickly lead 
to missed opportunities in other parts of our lives.  

DID YOU KNOW?
•  The most common age of onset is between 14 and 

25 years of age, however the disorders are being 
seen more and more in children as young as 10 
years of age;

•  It’s estimated that 3% of women will be affected by 
eating disorders in their lifetime;  

•  In a recent study, 27% of Ontario girls 12-18 years of 
age were reported to be engaged in severely prob-
lematic food and weight behaviour;  

•  Eating disorders are now the third most common 
chronic illness in adolescent girls; 

•  The death rate associated with anorexia nervosa 
alone is more than 12 times higher than the over-
all death rate among young women in the general 
population;

•  Recent studies show that 25% of eating disorder 
cases occur in young boys and men 

If the way you eat and think about food interferes with 
your life and keeps you from enjoying life and moving 
forward, then that is disordered eating. Take it seriously 
and talk to someone who can help.

Please feel free to schedule an appointment with our 
Registered Dietitian (705-569-3244) and/or our Mental 
Health Worker to learn how to help foster a healthier re-
lationship with food.  

The Temagami Medical Centre and Family Health 
Team… 

committed to keeping you as healthy as possible!

CALENDAR GOODNESS
Santa arrived early for food banks in the South Temiskaming region. Since 2011, the Knights of 
Columbus (K of C) Council #10809 have donated funds through the sale of “Cash Calendars” to 
the food banks located in Temagami, Cobalt, Haileybury and New Liskeard. From the left presenting 
$1,000 cheques to each food bank outside The Temiskaming Speaker office on Friday, November 22 
are K of C grand knight, Michel Watchorn, Cobalt/Coleman/Latchford Food Bank manager Emilie 
Mercier, New Liskeard Salvation Army Food Bank major Sharon Dannock, Haileybury Food Bank 
volunteer Pat Rhiness, Temagami Food Bank Temagami Lions coordinator Paul Middleton and K of 
C calendar chairman Jim Garahan. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

TIMMINS (Staff) – The region’s French Catho-
lic school board says all of its schools have now 
been equipped with carbon monoxide detectors.

In a news release last month, the Conseil sco-
laire catholique de district des Grandes Rivières 
said it opted to install the detectors even though 
the Ontario Building Code does not require them 
in schools.

The alarms sound before levels of carbon mon-
oxide – an odourless, colourless and potentially 
deadly gas – reach dangerous levels.

At the Northeastern Catholic board, a few of its 
schools have them.

“As capital repairs, upgrades and renovations 
are taking place within our schools over time, 
carbon monoxide systems are being installed,” 
said Andrew Marks, the board’s community rela-
tions officer, in an email.

District School Board Ontario North East 
is working on installing the detectors in all its 
schools by spring, said Andréanne Denis, the 
board’s communications officer, in an email.

CO detectors an option
for schools
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74 Scott Street, New Liskeard, ON   |   Tel: 705-647-4412  
discount@breaultsdiscountwarehouse.com   

LONG NOSE PLIERS 15 PC COMBINATION 
WRENCH SET - METRIC

15” ADJUSTABLE WRENCH

22OZ MILLED FACE 
FRAMING HAMMER

RIGHT CUTTING 
OFFSET SNIPS

WIDE BLADE MAGNETIC 
TAPE MEASURE

SIDE SLIDE UTILITY KNIFE COMPOSITE FOLDING 
RULE

FIBERGLASS OPEN REEL 

8-IN-1 COMPACT 
MULTI-BIT DRIVER

LONG TAPE
POCKET LEVEL

4 1/2” 
TRIM SQUAREDOING 

RENOS?
DO THEM WITH US!

FROM KITCHENS TO BATHROOMS,
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED AT

BREAULT’S
DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE
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437099 Hawn Drive, 
Dymond Industrial Park

 Live bait 
available.

Learn more  from those who have the answers!

705-676-6264        remax.ca
63 Whitewood Ave., New Liskeard
Serving Temagami to Kirkland Lake & everywhere in between

Not intended to solicit those 
already under contract.

Happy New Year!
Is buying or selling a home on your 

list for this year?
We can help you achieve your goals. 

Call Re/Max Pursuit Realty Brokerage Today.

ASK THE EXPERTS
69 10th Ave., Earlton 
www.earltontimbermart.ca
We Deliver •Satisfaction Guaranteed

†

Build on Service,  
Build on Value -  
EARLTON TIMBER MART 
helps you do it all!

SAVE EVEN MORE 
WITH SPECIAL 
SKID PRICING!

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Wood Heating Pellets 
For Wood Pellet Stoves
Wood Pellets are a product 
resulting from the compression 
of ground wood fibres under 
 extreme pressure that are then 
  formed into a uniform shape, size 
   and density. Wood pellets are a sustainable, 
      renewable fuel. As a result of their almost 
         complete combustion, they are efficient, 
            effective and non polluting. Wood heating 
               pellets will save you money, labour and time.

121 REGINA ST., N.
NEW LISKEARD

705-647-6731
For more information:               www.btpartsandsupplies.com

A NEW BIGGER LOCATION TO SERVE YOU 
BETTER!
•  Automotive Parts
•  Industrial Parts
•  All types of machine 
 Lubricants

•  Hydraulic hose repair
•  Tools & Equipment
•  Security Accessories

121 REGINA ST., N. 
NEW LISKEARD

One visit & You’ll be 
convinced that 
B&T Parts & Supplies 
is your ideal source 
to solve all your 
automotive & 
Industrial Parts 
and Supplies 
requirements.

Preserve your investment 
by o� ering your 

Car or Truck 
top quality parts!

Drop by for a visit & put our 
knowledgeable sta�  to the test!
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Residential Construction & Cabinetry

Designed to Impress, Built to Last

burtonqualitybuilders@hotmail.com
705-622-6094

Residential Construction & Cabinetry705-622-6094
burtonqualitybuilders@hotmail.com

20% OFF SOLID SURFACE COUNTERTOP 
WITH PURCHASE OF A FULL KITCHEN

Limited time offer
Some exclusions/restrictions may apply

95 Craven Drive, New Liskeard  |  705-647-2079
vjtrailers@hotmail.com  | www.vjtrailers.com

SEVERAL AVAILABLE FROM GREAT 
CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS

LARGE SELECTION OF DUMP 
TRAILERS AVAILABLE

Learn more  from those who have the answers!
ASK THE EXPERTS $tteQtiRQ +RPe 2ZQerV

WE HAVE INCREASED OUR STOCK AND SELECTION 
AND WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU WITH:

Plumbing
• Fixtures
• Piping
• Fitting
• Pumps

Janitorial
Supplies
• Paper Products
• Chemicals
• Rental Equipment

Electrical
• Wiring
• Panels
• Breakers
• All Wiring

Devices

We Now Stock Black Steel Pipe and Galvanized Pipe
* We cut and thread pipe from 1/2” to 2”

PLUMBING • JANITORIAL SUPPLIES • ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 
74 Scott St., New Liskeard  705-647-4412
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• Rental Equipment

Electrical
• Wiring
• Panels
• Breakers
• All Wiring

Devices

We Now Stock Black Steel Pipe and Galvanized Pipe
* We cut and thread pipe from 1/2” to 2”
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74 Scott St., New Liskeard  705-647-4412
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Plumbing
• Fixtures
• Piping
• Fitting
• Pumps

Janitorial
Supplies
• Paper Products
• Chemicals
• Rental Equipment

Electrical
• Wiring
• Panels
• Breakers
• All Wiring

Devices

We Now Stock Black Steel Pipe and Galvanized Pipe
* We cut and thread pipe from 1/2” to 2”

PLUMBING • JANITORIAL SUPPLIES • ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 
74 Scott St., New Liskeard  705-647-4412

We are also a Stocking Distributor for Longevity Products

Kitchen & Bath
Supplies

• Faucets
• Showers
• Sinks & accessories

• PLUMBING   • ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES
74 Scott St., New Liskeard | 705-647-4412

discount@breaultsdiscountwarehouse.com

USTART BATTERY 
PROMOTION

MARINE, CRANK & 
DEEP CYCLE BATTERY
US24RV  550 amp.  $11495

US27RV  750 amp.  $12995

US31RV  840 amp.  $17695

RV BATTERY 6 VOLTS DEEP CYCLE
USV2300  232 AH (20 hrs)  $18195

LAWN TRACTOR 
BATTERY
USBU1  290 amp.  
$5995

NEW LISKEARD 705-647-6731

For more information: goustart.com

121 REGINA ST., N.
NEW LISKEARD

705-647-6731
For more information:               www.btpartsandsupplies.com

A NEW BIGGER LOCATION TO SERVE YOU 
BETTER!
•  Automotive Parts
•  Industrial Parts
•  All types of machine 
 Lubricants

•  Hydraulic hose repair
•  Tools & Equipment
•  Security Accessories

121 REGINA ST., N. 
NEW LISKEARD

One visit & You’ll be 
convinced that 
B&T Parts & Supplies 
is your ideal source 
to solve all your 
automotive & 
Industrial Parts 
and Supplies 
requirements.

Preserve your investment 
by o� ering your 

Car or Truck 
top quality parts!

Drop by for a visit & put our 
knowledgeable sta�  to the test!

“PICK OF THE WEEK”THE NEW
2017 Dodge Journey 

SXT, AWD

Only 8500 kms, navigation, 
remote start. Like new!

 STK # U18-05, $217.67 biweekly! 
84 months,5.99 rate

All in pricing! All trades welcome! 
north-waychrysler.com

705-647-7361
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 WE WILL MATCH ANYONE’S PRICE!
Minimum of  1 2 ,  Includes embroidered logo up to 5 0 0 0  stitches

BL DG

NV RD

FG FL

RY SL

BL DG

SL WH

NV PK

FG FL

RD RY

5Z530M 5Z030M

*On approved orders, embroidered with 5,000 regular stitches, $0.70 per additional 1,000 stitches (per location). Pricing based on 72 pcs, (please inquire about pricing for orders less than 72 pcs).
Includes email photograph for approval. All orders FOB Montreal. Digitizing fee of $10.00 per 1,000 stitches applies to orders up to 143 pcs.  Minimum $30.00 per logo.  

FREE DIGITIZING for orders of 144 pcs, or more, per logo. (A) Shipping not included.

LIGHTWEIGHT ACRYLIC
BOARD TOQUE

RIB KNIT

850
REG

$698 (A) 
ea.

INCLUDES 
YOUR LOGO*

SPECIAL

760
REG

$638(A) 
ea.

SPECIAL

INCLUDES 
YOUR LOGO*

LIGHTWEIGHT ACRYLIC
CUFF TOQUE
RIB KNIT

5Z530M

WINTER
BL

LIGHTWEIGHT ACRYLIC

WINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERSAVINGSWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTERWINTER
Warm up with

$749
EACH

$695
EACH

Continued from A Front
must be scanned searched visually, 
which can be time-consuming if the 
exact date is not known, Hunt com-
mented.

The subscription for the library is 
$500 for the year, so currently only one 
person can access it at a time. If the 
service is shown to be possible, con-
sideration could be given to purchas-
ing a second subscription to allow two 
people to search at a time, she com-
mented.

She said she has been thinking of 
doing so for a number of years, but 
budget considerations had to be fac-
tored into the decision, and whether 
the service is worth the money.

One seat means that if there are peo-
ple waiting to also use the service, only 
a half-hour period is available if there 
are other people waiting.

The period a person can use the Pa-
per of Record can be "as long as need-
ed, as long as nobody is waiting. If 
there is somebody waiting, we do have 
to impose time limits," she said.

Library staff may also be accessing 
the Paper of Record to meet search re-
quests which they sometimes receive 
from people outside the area.

Hunt encouraged people to phone 
in advance if they plan on doing re-
search to ensure staff are not using the 
service at that time.

Users do not have to be Temiskam-
ing Shores residents, but the service 
can only be accessed in the library, un-
like some other services which can be 

Paper of Record available at library

accessed online by library members.
Ancestry.com can also be accessed, 

but only if people go into the library.
Hunt said the genealogy club had 

mentioned the service to the library in 

the past. 
Hunt said she made the decision 

to try a subscription to the Paper of 
Record "and see how it works. If it is 
something that is in demand, and we 

do have to get more seats, then may-
be that's something we should be 
providing to the community, because 
of the interest in genealogy and local 
history."

Temiskaming Shores Public Library chief executive offi cer Rebecca Hunt is pictured here as she opens up the library’s new 
subscription to the Paper of Record. (Staff photo by Darlene Wroe)




