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Darlene Wroe
Speaker Reporter

OTTAWA - Nipissing-Timisk-aming MP Anthony Rota says there will be “a whole new attention” on the riding.On Thursday, December 5, Rota was elected as Speaker of the House of Commons, just the second MP from Northern Ontario after Sud-bury’s James Jerome who served from 1974-79.
Rota, who speaks four lan-guages, is the �rst Speaker of Italian descent.
“It is quite the honour to be named Speaker,” he said in a telephone interview.
“When your peers recog-nize you it really is special.” He added that he “can’t even begin to describe the feeling” of being elected by his peers.Rota was assistant deputy Speaker for the 42nd Parlia-ment.

He said of coming to that position that “it’s something that everybody looks to, but to actually be here is quite the experience. It’s quite the honour.”
He explained that there is a large amount of responsib-ility that goes with the pos-ition including ensuring sta�-ing is in place for “the whole precinct, from the guards to making sure we have the clerks in place so that we get good advice.” The Speaker is also responsible for sta�ng the Parliamentary library.At the same time, he in-tends to maintain a presence in the riding of Nipissing-Ti-miskaming.

“I will be busy but I have al-ways made a point of being there for constituents and that is something that is very important to me.”

THE STORY OF CHRISTMASAs evening fell on Sunday, hundreds strolled along a trail behind Thornloe Crossroads Baptist Church and took in re-enactments of scenes 

from the Biblical story of Christ’s birth. A highlight of the annual Bethlehem Walk was the scene at the manger – from left, shepherds 

Moriah Caron, Alexis Doyon, Jane Seymour, Audi Seymour, Chloe Johnston and Jennifer Seymour, standing; Jesse Greer as Joseph and Jill 

Greer as Mary. This year’s event was the 20th and drew some 245 visitors. (Sta� photo by Diane Johnston)

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

EARLTON — After the town went for months without a local grocery store, a new enterprise is opening in Earlton.

The owner of The Roaster, Christian Perron, is opening the grocery outlet at his place of business.
“We saw a need,” said Perron in an email interview. “Cecile’s Café is looking to make some major 

changes and is rebranding as your community grocery store.”He says the store will place a greater emphasis on local-ly sourced foods such as eggs, cheese and in-season vegeta-bles with non-perishable items.

They will also o�er an order-ing service to create custom or-ders not commonly carried.Yves’ Prime Cut Meats owner Yves Paille will stock the store with various meat products.

Name callingNew grocery store set to open in Earlton

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES — Talk about roaring in numbers too big to ignore, it only took one hour for over 100 women to raise $11,000.
It was a dream come true for 

the organizers of the 100 Women Who Care Temiskaming Shores and More fundraising campaign.They gathered for the their inaugural meeting at the New Liskeard Golf Club on Wednes-day, December 4. The money will be donated to the North-dale Manor for new dining room 

chairs.
The Northdale Manor is a re-tirement home in New Liskeard, originally established in 1956 by the United Church.

It was sold to the Northdale Manor Corporation for one dol-lar in 1979, then the original building was demolished and a 

brand new modern facility was established.
100 Women organizing com-mittee chairperson, Laurie Wil-son, said in a press release, “The Manor is in need of dining room chairs for the safety of residents at a cost of $40,000.”

One hour = $11,000100 Women goes over the top for Northdale
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DID YOU GET The Speaker THIS WEEK? 
Here are some of the stories in our December 11 edition…

Diane Johnston
Speaker Reporter

TEMAGAMI – “It’s a magical night,” said Sylviane Labonte.The Coleman woman and her family were among the �rst visitors to Temagami Country Christmas.This year’s event, the sixth annual, opened December 6 under a waxing gibbous moon and a light dusting of fresh snow.Over the course of Friday and Saturday nights, some 1,500 to 1,600 visitors took the short drive down the Milne-Sherman Road.They were guided by ribbons of festive lighting to Peacock Woodcraft.In the yard, there were illuminated displays, a bon�re to cook hot dogs, and a cabin transformed into Santa’s living room. It was also the departure point for a wagon ride down the road to another couple of brightly lit locations.In the workshop, visitors could warm up with homemade soup, treats and hot drinks. Kids meanwhile could make a craft and try their luck at a little indoor ice �shing.
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Twelve-year-old Owen Woods of Cobalt helped his two-year-old brother Kolton “�sh” for a prize at an indoor ice hut at Country Christmas. (Sta� photo by Diane Johnston)
Christmas. (Sta� photo by Diane Johnston)

J.P. and Karen Brassard of Temagami enjoyed hot chocolate and co�ee after 

touring the illuminated displays. “It really is the Christmas spirit,” she said.
(Sta� photo by Diane Johnston)
(Sta� photo by Diane Johnston)

Santa took a break from the Christmas rush to cast a line in a display 
sponsored by Ontario Parks. (Sta� photo by Diane Johnston)

Christmas, in a Northern light

After arriving by �re pumper, Santa was ready to greet visitors in his own cabin at Temagami 
Country Christmas. The sixth annual event was staged by Peacock Woodcraft and the 

Temagami Lions Club with the support of the municipality. (Sta� photo by Diane Johnston)
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TEMISKAMING SHORES — It was 

the beautiful game - minus the 

grass.
They used the walls and each 

other to bounce balls creative-

ly during the �fth annual New 

Liskeard Public School (NLPS) 

Invitational Indoor Soccer Tour-

nament.
The gyms at NLPS and Timiska-

ming District Secondary School 

(TDSS) were abuzz with activity 

as youth ran, kicked and scored 

for their teams and for active par-

ticipation in sport.

The tournament was divided 

into Grade 3/4 players and Grade 

5/6 players with boys’ and girls’ 

teams in each division.

Schools participating in the 

one-day event held Decem-

ber 5 included NLPS, Englehart 

Public School, English Catholic 

Central School, St. Michel, Ecole 

catholique Navigateurs, and a 

combined team from Elk Lake 

Public School and Kerns Public 

School.
“Typically there are �ve teams 

in each division, made up of 

mostly local schools,” said orga-

nizer Jamie Norris.

Student referees kept the 

games �owing.

“The refs were all student vol-

unteers from TDSS and TDSS-El-

ementary. The tournament can’t 

run without a strong partnership 

between NLPS and TDSS. Thank 

you to Joel Sharp for his cooper-

ation and the student refs who 

dedicated their energy to the 

tournament,” said Norris in an 

email interview.

He says the goal of the soccer 

tournament is to get kids moving.

“By hosting this tournament 

every year we are able to get �ve 

or six schools teaching soccer 

skills and active living. We had 

close to 200 kids playing soccer 

at the tournament, with many 

of them who had already been 

practicing for the past couple of 

months.”

Wild bounces 
Soccer tourney 

kept kids moving

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

 
ENGLEHART — The Englehart 

Curling Club (ECC) is a busy, 

happening place as it pre-

pares to host the 69th Engle-

hart Men’s Curling Bonspiel.

It takes place January 3-5, 

2020, and the cost to enter is 

$240 per team.

Bonspiel organizer Pat Rod-

gers said the �rst draw takes 

place at 6 p.m. Friday night 

with the �nals starting at 2 

p.m. Sunday.
The prize money will be bro-

ken up into four events guar-

anteeing each team three 

games along with a prime rib 

dinner on Saturday evening.

“We have 17 teams current-

ly registered,” he noted in an 

email interview.

To sign up contact Rodgers 

at 705-544-8532 or Mark Faw-

cett at 705-544-8686 or check 

out the ECC Facebook page.

YOUTH CURLING

Ensuring the future of curl-

ing in Englehart is the partic-

ipation of youth in the sport.

The organizer of the Engle-

hart Youth Curling Bonspiel 

held at the club November 

30-December 1 described the 

event as a “blast.”

There were 13 teams, six in 

the competitive division and 

seven on the development 

side of the spiel representing 

four teams from the Horne 

Granite Club and one from the 

Haileybury Curling Club and 

Around the rink
Englehart hurrying hard with event lineup

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES — Six 

was not a lucky number for the 

New Liskeard Cubs.

That is the winless streak 

number the team has after their 

December 6 game against the 

Sault Ste. Marie Jr. Greyhounds 

at the Don Shepherdson Memo-

rial Arena.
The Cubs were optimistic they 

could get back into the win col-

umn after riding a �ve-game 

winless streak going into Fri-

day’s game.
The �rst place Soo Jr. Grey-

hounds outpaced the Cubs win-

ning 7-4.
“We came out �at, I thought 

we played a couple of good pe-

riods but not enough to win the 

game,” said coach Steve Poly-

blank in a telephone interview.

Recently the Cubs were on �re 

after winning �ve of six games, 

but the puck has not bounced 

their way of late.
Polyblank says it all comes 

down to a more consistent ef-

fort and a goal here or there can 

make a big di�erence.

“The team knows to be suc-

cessful we have to play 60 min-

utes of good hockey.”

He enlisted the help of two mi-

nor Bantam players during the 

game, backup goalie Brett Rud-

dy and defenceman Braedon 

Dorrell. The team is short-hand-

ed without goalie Alex Date and 

defencemen Josh Kingsbury 

and Eric Ethier due to injuries.

“I pulled goalie Zach Prusky 

and put Ruddy in and he played 

well. He stopped a breakaway so 

that’s good. After the score was 

6-1 I wasn’t going to let Prusky 

get shell-shocked. He’s been 

playing good for us and has had 

a big workload with Date out. 

Dorrell even scored a goal so 

that’s good.”

Cubs outpaced by Soo Greyhounds 7-4

On December 5 in the small gym at Timiskaming District Secondary School, the NLPS Invitational Indoor Soccer Tournament was a 

big hit with boys and girls in Grades 3-6 with over 200 children competing. The players from the far back moving forward are Ecole 

catholique St-Michel’s Noah Juurlink, NLPS player Hayden Noyes, Ste-Michel’s Maverick Hill (front left) and Carter Abraham from NLPS. 

(Sta� photo by Sue Nielsen)

•  A new grocery store is set to open in Earlton and people can have a say in naming 
the store.

•  They’re a �nely-tuned fundraising machine. In just one 
hour, over 100 Women Who Care raised $11,000 which 
went toward new chairs for the Northdale Manor.

•  Nipissing-Timiskaming MP Anthony Rota has been elected 
as Speaker of the House of Commons.

•  Buying a 2020 Wild Temiskaming Calendar will indirectly 
help to put meals on the table for children, adults and se-
niors accessing the Cobalt Coleman Latchford and Area 
Food Bank.

• The Temiskaming Shores council approved a memoran-
dum of understanding with Northern College Haileybury 
campus to provide city library resources.

• Plenty of physical activity was the focus of the �fth annu-
al New Liskeard Public School Invitational Indoor Soccer 
Tournament.

•  The Cubs will be looking to get back into the win col-
umn when they resume play in the Great North Midget 
League.

•  The Englehart Curling Club is a busy, happening place 
these days as people hurry hard to the various activities 
held at the club.

OPTIONS, SOLUTIONS 
& SERVICE THAT 

WORKS.WORKS.
705-672-2488 

 JPLSTORAGE.CA
1 -888-672-2488

Drill Core Examination Room

Drill Core Op, Grow Op, Your Op,
The Possibilites Are Endless.

MARK THE DATE! MINI MONSTER 

BINGO
Saturday, December 28 

- 6:30pm
www.lucky7bingo.ca

New Liskeard

THE KEYS TO NEW SKILLS
Grade 4 students Teagan Richer, at back, and Emlyn Teskey picked up computer coding skills at English Catholic 
Central School December 10. It’s the third year that the school has taken part in the Hour of Code, an international 
movement encouraging students of all ages to get some hands-on computer science skills. More than 119,000 
events in more than 180 countries, including almost 3,000 in Canada, have registered to take part this year. (Sta� 
photo by Diane Johnston)

Fraud charges 
laid relating 
to solar farm 
construction
TEMISKAMING SHORES (Sta�) - A topic of much lo-
cal concern �ve years ago is now going before the 
courts.

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have charged 
four individuals following a lengthy investigation 
into allegations of construction fraud, they state in a 
press release issued Tuesday, December 10.

The charge dates back to July 25, 2014, when the 
Temiskaming OPP detachment received a fraud com-
plaint related to the construction of solar projects in 
three jurisdictions in Ontario. 

The matter under investigation occurred in the 
Temiskaming Shores area when a major solar panel 
farm was being constructed to the west of the city.

In 2014, Timiskaming-Cochrane MPP John Vanthof 
outlined the matter in the Ontario Legislative As-
sembly. At that time he stated: “In 2012, construction 
began on one of three ten-megawatt solar farms in 
the City of Temiskaming Shores.

“Local contractors were eager to begin on the project.
“The project was subcontracted, and then sub-con-

tracted, and some of the players along the line did 
not pay their bills.

•  KidSport Temiskaming is no longer operational.
•  Our C Front this week features a jolly story on the Temagami Country Christmas 

held last weekend.

Continued on 3a

Darlene WroeSpeaker Reporter
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705-647-0010

437099 Hawn Dr.,
Dymond Industrial Park

Happy Holiday
WINTER SALE

ALL in Stock Choko, 
CKX Columbia 

Outwear 15% OFF!

All Sorel 
footwear 
25% OFF

Summit Back 
Country Hang 
on Tree Stand 

$79.99

Strike Master 
Lazer Pro 8” 
Auger $599.99 
regular $799.99

Mossberg 500 
410 Pump 
$399.99 

Stihl MS 170 
Chainsaw 
$229.99

We wish you a Very 
Merry Christmas!

regular 
$449.99

All Sorel 
footwear 
25% 

ALL Hunting 
Clothing 
50% OFF

Purchase a 
Gift Card & receive 
an extra 10% on it!

We service ALL 
makes of Snowmobiles. 

Get Ready 
for the Season!

Stock Up today on 
Black Rifle Coffee 

Come see us for all your upholstery needs. Snow machine seats, Tractor seats, Special Jobs.

Pelican Trek 75 Sleigh 
w/Hitch, Cover, Runners 

$219.99
regular 

$249.99

This Friday, Saturday & Sunday only
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Beef Farmers of Temiskaming  Greg Runnalls Trucking
Wilson Chevrolet  Temiskaming Livestock Exchange
Farm Credit Canada  Bill Mathews Motors
Northern Ontario Farm Innovation Alliance
TSC Store  Temiskaming Vet Services
Chartrands Your Independent Grocer  � e Pantry
Northern Feed & Supply  Campsall Electric
Pet Valu  Leis Landscaping
Findlays Drugstore  Grant Home Hardware
Earlton Country Store  Georgia Paci� c
Green Tractors  Breault’s Discount Warehouse
Agrimax  C & H Pumping
New Liskeard Agricultural Society  Custom Designs by Tanya
Fastenal  Seeson Ranch
Danielle Robillard  Jennifer Rodgers
Potter Charolais  Barbara Cunnington
Valerie Seed  Cathy Connelly
Jodi Andrechek-Noyes  Carla Palangio

We would also like to thank all who attended our recent Spaghetti 
Dinner fundraiser.

� e support of our club is greatly appreciated!

� e Temiskaming 4-H Beef Buddies would 
like to thank the following for their generous 
support of our club this year.

	
  

After 62 years in 
Health Care

Dr. Cliff & Louise 
Geddes

of Haileybury Family 
Chiropractic

wish to Announce their
Retirement Dec. 31st.
Thank you to our 

patients
for their support
over the years

Happy Holidays!

NORTHERN  
STREAMS

INSPIRATIONS
is having Inventory 

Reduction Sale
Dec 11–23, 2019

Come choose your lollipop!
10% – 35% o� all items 

unless otherwise marked.
Open: Mon., Wed., Fri., 

Sat. 9:00am – 6:00pm
Bibles, books, games, toys. 
puzzles and much more.
Questions 705-648-0409
From New Liskeard take 

Hwy 65W toward 
Elk Lake. First place 

beyond Maybrook Rd.,  
on right.

Same location as the former 
VIP Lounge

Downtown New Liskeard

NOW OPEN

HOURS:
Tuesday till Saturday 

4 pm to 11pm

Open Mike 
Jam Session

Saturday

Words can not express our 
gratitude to the Emergency Dept. 

at Temiskaming Hospital. A special 
thank you to Dr. Sayer, Dr. Dubois, 
Dr. Logan, Dr. Elgadi, and Sheldon 
West as well as the emergency room 

team of nurses, lab techs, x-ray 
techs, and ambulance attendants  

(Wanda & Kyle).
Whitney's passing has been a loss 
felt by our entire community and 
we will be forever grateful for the 

communities love and support 
during this extremely di�cult time 

in our lives.
Sincerely 

Travis & Crystal Naismith

Whitney Virginia Naismith
August 18, 2014 – October 10, 2019

Continued from A Front
“Other project managers ar-

rived, only to claim that they 
were not responsible for un-
paid bills. Local contractors are 
in danger of losing their hard-
earned family business.”

He stated at the time that 
the estimated loss to area busi-
nesses was over $21 million.

Owners of one of the con-
tracting companies and one of 
its employees are now going 
before the court to hear the 
charges against them.

As a result of the investigation 
by members of the Temiskam-

ing Detachment-Crime Unit, 
the Anti-Rackets Branch-Ot-
tawa Unit, with the assistance 
of the Forensic Accounting 
Management Group (FAMG), 
the OPP has charged four men 
each with: two counts of fraud 
over $5,000 contrary to section 
380 (1) of the Criminal Code of 
Canada; and false pretence/
statement contrary to section 
362 (1) (c) of the Criminal Code 
of Canada.

The accused persons are all 
scheduled to appear in the On-
tario Court of Justice in Milton 

on January 27, 2020.
The OPP have declined to 

comment further in order to 
protect the integrity of the in-
vestigation and any ensuing 
court processes.

The matters of guilt or in-
nocence have yet to be de-
termined through the judicial 
process which is now begin-
ning.

Anyone with information 
should contact the OPP at 
1-888-310-1122 or contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477).

Fraud charges laid relating 
to solar farm construction

ELDERS’ COMPLEX UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Work is continuing on a two-storey 10-unit elders’ apartment building on Bear Island. Each storey 
will be able to be accessed at ground level, eliminating the need for an elevator. The new waterfront 
seniors’ housing is expected to be ready for occupancy in September. (Staff photo by Diane 
Johnston)
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It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas.

December is here and it is the 
busiest time of the year.

I was in my favourite grocery 
store last week marvelling at all 
the baked goods.

I think of my mother at this 
time of year and all the wonder-
ful baking she made at Christ-
mas.

She loved Christmas, it lifter 
her spirits and created such a 
wonderful holiday buzz in our 
Cobalt home.

Mom loved to write Christ-
mas cards and send them off to 
relatives and friends. She made 
a point of sending a card to her 
friend Bron Scully in Toronto 
each year.

And she loved receiving 
cards as well. 

But most of all, Lena loved to 
bake Christmas cookies.

I can still taste her mouth-wa-
tering shortbread cookies cut 
with old-fashioned metal cook-
ie cutters in the shape of Santa, 
stars and bells.

As kids, we loved to place 
the sprinkles on them as they 
popped out of the oven.

She made her own fruit cake 
and Christmas pudding from 
scratch also.

She said pie making wasn’t 
her forte but we never com-
plained.

I can still taste my favourite - 
lemon pie with a huge helping 
of meringue icing on top.

She baked our birthday 
cakes, usually banana cakes 
and wrapped money in waxed 
paper for us to fi nd inside the 
cakes.

Is there an app for that now-
adays?

Did I mention Lena’s mashed 
potatoes and gravy were the ab-

solute best?
I miss my parents the most at 

Christmas.
Just recently my daughter 

asked for my mother’s recipe 
book and some of Lena’s cher-
ished recipes including her cab-
bage roll, baked beans and cake 
recipes.

Whitney has turned in to quite 
a baker and while I was in Scot-
land she baked an almond cake 
for a special dinner we were 
having and it was delicious.

I was proud of her.
There is nothing more pre-

cious than a recipe book with 
grease stains and hand written 
notes fi lling the pages in my 
mother’s distinct handwriting.

There are many of us who 
can’t be with our loved ones at 
this time of year.

Careers, fi nancial restrictions 
and health problems can keep 
people apart over the holidays.

As we celebrate Christmas 
this year, we know our world 
is troubled and our country di-
vided and perhaps we are chal-
lenged in our personal lives, but 
the truth is, memories can last 
forever in our hearts and minds.

There is plenty of opportunity 
to fi nd joy over the holidays in 
the eyes of a child, a Christmas 
card received from a friend or 
a cookie or two shared between 
family and friends.

Have a wonderful week ev-
eryone!

Mom’s pantry

Alan
Roy

Sales Manager 
ext. 225

Lois Perry
General Manager 

ext. 224
Cell 705-648-5337

loisperry@northernontario.ca

Diane 
Johnston

Reporter
ext. 241

Steven
Larocque

Editor
ext. 239

Sue
Nielsen
Reporter
ext. 246

editorial@northernontario.ca

Darlene
Wroe
Reporter
ext. 240

Laura
Carl

Sales Rep.
ext. 226

Darcie
Christo
Sales Rep.
ext. 248

EditorialEditorialEditorial

Instead of giving your hard earned 
money to a global behemoth, why not 
browse the local stores in the South 
Temiskaming region?

You know, the ones that support 
children and adult hockey, baseball, 
soccer, curling and swim teams.

Shopping locally is more sustain-
able, bolsters community spirit and 
most importantly, it boosts the local 
economy.

The local economy that employs 

people and sends back ripples of fi -
nancial benefi ts around our commu-
nities.

Yet statistics show that more than 
half of holiday shoppers choose to 
buy from large corporations in far off 
cities and countries.

Shop local, give our hard working, 
dedicated retailers in our region a 
chance to earn a decent living and 
keep their doors open.

Shop local

Rarely a day goes by that we don’t 
hear about some well-meaning parent 
or grandparent being taken advan-
tage of by scam artists.

The grandparent scam is a partic-
ularly repulsive scheme that has se-
niors being fl eeced out of their sav-
ings by con artists preying on their 
concerns about children or grandchil-
dren who may be in trouble.

It is long past the time for govern-
ments to act to rid us of the perils of 
telephone and online scammers.

Governments have the tools to com-
bat terrorism and espionage that could 
be used to thwart telephone and inter-
net scam artists.

The technology is available now to 

reduce the threat of the telephone 
scams primarily directed at vulnerable 
seniors, so let’s use it.

We don’t know the full extent of these 
scams because of shame - people 
are reluctant to admit they have been 
taken by scammers.

Many of use are fearful of answer-
ing our telephones because of the so-
phisticated scams using the name of 
the Canada Revenue Agency or oth-
er well-known institutions to commit 
fraud.

Let the provincial and federal gov-
ernments create task forces to rid us 
of these organized crime gangs who 
prey on honest, hardworking citizens.

Enough is enough.

WINTER’S WATCHERS
A stone-cold December. (Staff photo by Diane Johnston)

Get rid of the scammers
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MISSED us at the OFFICE? Book your 
classified ad ONLINE!

You might win a  $20 gift certificate  ON THE SPOT!

23 Whitewood Avenue

New Liskeard, Ontario

email: mcknightsmw@eastlink.ca

705-647-4050
No One Ever Regretted Buying Quality

Finest Quality in  
Men’s and Ladies’ Wear

Finest Quality in Men’s and Ladies’ Wear

23 Whitewood Avenue
New Liskeard, Ontario

email: mcknightsmw@eastlink.ca

705-647-4050
No One Ever Regretted Buying Quality

Open 24/7 at www.chatnoirbooks.ca

57 Whitewood Ave., 
Downtown 

New Liskeard
705-647-8215

Open 24/7 at www.chatnoirbooks.ca

Open 24/7 at www.chatnoirbooks.ca

57 Whitewood Ave., 
Downtown 

New Liskeard
705-647-8215

When You Shop Local, It’s WIN-WIN!

Don’t  
wait... Get 
Your tickets  

Now!

Tickets Sold at:Chat Noir, 
Zante’s Bar & Grill, Royal Bank of Canada, Earlton RV & Royal LePage Best Choice RealtyIN FASHION

‘Tis the season for red and green and to be seen in Latchford. 
Visitors to the tree-lighting festivities December 6 included 
Scott Green, Shelly Borgford, 10-year-old Gavin Borgford and 
three-year-old Lukas Borgford. The evening was organized by 
the Latchford recreation committee, and included s’mores at the 
bonfire, cookie decorating and a special appearance by Santa. 
(Staff photo by Diane Johnston)
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$323,545

$522,000

$323,545$323,545

We are over 
half way 
to our 

target for 
the 

splash park!!

It will be 
located at the
New Liskeard

WaterFront and 
Have 24 different 
water features!!

Thanks to 
our sponsors

we couldn't 
do it 

without you

Sponsors:
TITLE SPONSOR ($100,000)

• Temiskaming Shores and 
 Area Rotary Club

• City of 
Temiskaming Shores 

In Kind

S.S. SCHOONER ($50,000)
• Gord and Greyson Zubyck 

 Memorial Fund

PARK PIRATE ($25,000)
• Frog's Breath Foundation

PARK SUNSHINE ($10,000 TO 
$24,999)

• Earlton TimberMart BBQ and 
TimberKids Charitable Foundation

• TC Energy
• Pedersen Construction

PARK CAPTAIN ($5,000 TO $9,999)

PARK ANCHOR ($2,501 TO$ 4,999)
• Images Salon BBQ 
and Silent Auction

• Smart and Caring Fund

PARK FRIEND ($1,000 - $2,500)
• Willow Beach, Alivia Try, Lincoln Try

• Timiskaming Health Unit

PARK PAL ($500 - $999)
• Club Lions D'Earlton

• Temiskaming Shores Lionness Club
• Township of James

• Claude Thornily
• EACOM Timber Corporation

• George Taylor Fund
• Waterfront Inn “Geyser”

• Les Chevalier de Columbs #8619
• tench-macdiarmid insurance

• st cyr and associates

PARK BUDDY ($1 - $499)
• In Memory of Mary Grant 

- Katherine Hughes
• Joe Marsh

• Fountain Tire

Extendicare Haileybury welcomed MPP John Vanthof recently to experience a day as a PSW. In back from the left are nursing administrator 
Carol Johnson, PSWs Alice Lauzon, Brenda Steep Loach, Vanthof, Melissa Banks, Brandy Saylor, Maranda Burns and Denise Roberts. In the 
middle row are Serena Peltier, Cheryl Proctor, Lacey Breault, Amy Aitchison, Brittney Labreche and Catherine Brassard. Kneeling in the front 
row are Emilie Woods, Francine Rice, Ashley Bird, Cathy Belanger and Diane Denis. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

HAILEYBURY — They say you 
can’t know about another person 
or empathize with them unless 
you step inside their shoes. 

Timiskaming-Cochrane MPP 
John Vanthof did just that when 
he recently worked alongside per-
sonal support workers (PSWs) as 
they performed their dayshift du-
ties at Tri-Town Extendicare.

He arrived for his shift in Hai-
leybury at 7 a.m., put on a uni-
form and was eager to understand 
the workings of one of the most 
important and undervalued jobs in 
health care.

He started off November 13 in 
an awkward way when he was 
given a uniform to put on and 
went into a bathroom to change.

The bathroom was right across 
from the nurse’s station where the 
PSWs were having a meeting.

He threw his coat over the fau-
cet and changed into the uniform, 
not knowing the tap was motion 
sensor equipped. The tap kept on 
running as he left the room and 

there was water all over the fl oor.
“I was supposed to be helping 

but I just created more work,” he 
said.

His mother is a resident at the 
facility so he has a personal inter-
est in the care being provided to 
the residents.

But he also wished to under-
stand the complexities of the job.

“Carol Johnson asked if I would 
like to do a shift with the PSWs. 
She felt it would boost the spir-
its of the workers and add some 
profi le to their profession. There 
is a shortage of PSWs now and 
unless something changes there is 
a looming crisis,” said Vanthof in 
an email interview.
SHORTAGE OF WORKERS

One of the biggest challenges 
for assisted living facilities like 
Extendicare is being able to recruit 
enough qualifi ed personal support 
workers, said Registered Nurse/
Administrator Carol Johnson.

Extendicare currently employs 
14 full-time and 14 part-time 
PSWs.

“At this time we are recruiting 
and hiring PSWs. We are work-

Vanthof walks in the shoes of PSWs



F riday, D ecem b er 1 3 , 2019      WEEKENDER      Page 7a

CLIENT Grant Thornton PUBLICATION

DOCKET GT-19-374 LIVE AREA 4˝ × 7˝

PROJECT NOBU Announcements - Meghann TRIM SIZE 4˝ × 7˝

FILENAME GT-19-374_NOBUAnnouncementsMeghann_2019-12-09 BLEED SIZE 4˝ × 7˝

CREATED BY Andy Kelly PREPARED AT 100%

CREATED ON 09/12/2019 @ 04:34pm COLORS 4 Colour

JAWADVERTISING.COM
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her strength. 
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Our greatest strength at Grant Thornton LLP is our 
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Extendicare Haileybury welcomed MPP John Vanthof recently to experience a day as a PSW. In back from the left are nursing administrator 
Carol Johnson, PSWs Alice Lauzon, Brenda Steep Loach, Vanthof, Melissa Banks, Brandy Saylor, Maranda Burns and Denise Roberts. In the 
middle row are Serena Peltier, Cheryl Proctor, Lacey Breault, Amy Aitchison, Brittney Labreche and Catherine Brassard. Kneeling in the front 
row are Emilie Woods, Francine Rice, Ashley Bird, Cathy Belanger and Diane Denis. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

there was water all over the floor.
“I was supposed to be helping 

but I just created more work,” he 
said.

His mother is a resident at the 
facility so he has a personal inter-
est in the care being provided to 
the residents.

But he also wished to under-
stand the complexities of the job.

“Carol Johnson asked if I would 
like to do a shift with the PSWs. 
She felt it would boost the spir-
its of the workers and add some 
profile to their profession. There 
is a shortage of PSWs now and 
unless something changes there is 
a looming crisis,” said Vanthof in 
an email interview.
SHORTAGE OF WORKERS

One of the biggest challenges 
for assisted living facilities like 
Extendicare is being able to recruit 
enough qualified personal support 
workers, said Registered Nurse/
Administrator Carol Johnson.

Extendicare currently employs 
14 full-time and 14 part-time 
PSWs.

“At this time we are recruiting 
and hiring PSWs. We are work-

ing in collaboration with North-
ern College to provide work 
placements and hiring bonuses to 
graduates of the PSW program. 
Our PSWs are the backbone of 
our home, and the entire health 
care industry,” said Johnson in an 
email interview.

“We appreciate their dedication 
and hard work in the service of 
others.”

Vanthof mentioned turnover is 
high for the profession as the pay 
is often low which contributes to 
a shortage of PSW workers.

“There are cases in the riding 
where people cannot get home-
care services simply because 
there is no PSW to provide it. The 
burnout rate is high and the num-
ber of people dropping out of the 
program is high,” said the MPP.

“The one thing that struck me 
is the PSWs in long-term care are 
closer to the residents than their 
family because they deal with 
the most intimate needs at one 
of the most vulnerable times of 
a person’s life. This can be very 
emotionally draining. At the same 
time demands on their time are 

daunting.”
He said time spent by PSWs 

with a resident is regulated by in-
dustry standards but it is often not 
practical.
DEMANDS 

The demands of the job require 
a worker to perform a number of 
tasks in a single shift.

“I heard a few times from the 
workers that the people who are 
making the rules should spend 
some time on the floor. Just be-
cause a form says a task can be 
completed in seven minutes does 
not make it so. My mom has al-
ways been very well treated and 
after having seen things behind 
the scenes, I feel even more se-
cure with her there.”

He came away with some defi-
nite thoughts on the work that 
PSWs perform for family mem-
bers and friends.

He feels they are underpaid and 
overworked and with the aging of 
the baby boomer generation, there 
is a need for many more PSWs.

“It is a very noble profession 
that doesn’t get the credit it de-
serves.”

Vanthof walks in the shoes of PSWs
NORTH BAY (Staff/Special) - 
Ontario Northland and United 
Steelworkers Local 1976 have 
reached a five-year labour agree-
ment.

Over 90 employees working 
in the areas of rail traffic con-
trol, customer services and sales 
and train operations (locomotive 
engineers and conductors) are 
represented by United Steel-
workers Local 1976.

“This agreement balances the 
interests of employees with On-
tario Northland’s operational re-
quirements,” said Ontario North-
land director of human resources 
Danielle Baker in a press release 
Wednesday, December 11.

“This five-year agreement will 
provide stability and we look 
forward to building on this foun-
dation to improve transportation 
services together.”

United Steelworkers Local 
1976 chief steward Brandon 
Gowlett said the agreement 
is “a positive step for Ontario 
Northland. Our bargaining team 
worked hard and we look for-
ward to presenting this to our 
members over the next few 
weeks.”

Ontario Northland moves pas-
sengers and freight throughout 
Northeastern Ontario. Last year, 
Ontario Northland completed 
over 51,000 passenger trips on 
its Polar Bear Express passen-
ger train and over 311,000 on its 
motor coaches. Express freight 
shipments between Cochrane 
and Moosonee amounted to over 
4.8 million kilograms of goods 
moved, while over 33,000 car-
loads of freight were shipped in 
and out of Northeastern Ontario.

Ontario Northland and United 
Steelworkers reach agreement
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Introducing

Clothing

TEMISKAMING POWER SPORTS
is pleased to announce our new

EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS!!

We are now open to serve you for all of your last 
minute Christmas needs from 9-3 on Saturdays 

and 10-2 on Sundays!!!

Full line of clothing and 
accessories for all

your snowmobiling needs!

(705) 647-8533, 883371 Hwy 65 East, New Liskeard

Introducing

Clothing

For the month of 
December we are offering 

NO TAX 
on clothing and 
accessories!!!
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Nothing warms a room 

like rich hardwood or 

luxurious, soft carpet. 

Happy Holidays from 

Carpet One.

CARPET

CERAMIC LAMINATE

HARDWOOD CARPET

LUXURY VINYL PLANK LAMINATE

Nothing warms a room 

like rich hardwood or 

luxurious, soft carpet. 

Happy Holidays from 

Carpet One.

SAVE on in-stock fl ooring & more!
While supplies last.

Applies to fl ooring materials only. Not valid on prior purchases. One offer limit per person, per order at participating locations.  Offer cannot be combined with other offers.
Offer expires 12/30/2019. Not all products at all locations. Photos for illustrative purposes only.  Not responsible for typographical errors.

©2017 Carpet One Floor & Home©. All Rights reserved. 

336 WHITEWOOD AVE, W NEW LISKEARD, ON
705-647-7600 • carpetone.ca

$149Desha
Park sf

$299
sf

99¢$109

Refl ection

Moonwalk
Pizallo
Whitesf sf
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Residential Construction & Cabinetry

Designed to Impress, Built to Last

burtonqualitybuilders@hotmail.com
705-622-6094

Residential Construction & Cabinetry

7 0 5 - 6 4 7 - 0 0 1 0
4 3 7 0 9 9  H aw n D riv e, D ym ond I ndu strial Park

YOUR  ONE - STOP HUNTING 
HEADQUARTERS!

336 WHITEWOOD AVE, W • NEW LISKEARD, ON

705-647-7600 • carpetone.ca

ASK US HOW YOU CAN SAVE

15%
ON

CUSTOM
CABINETS

Learn more  from those      who have the answers!

WE NEED HOMES
 TO SELL!!

Call RE/MAX Pursuit Realty Brokerage.
705-676-6264        remax.ca

63 Whitewood Ave., New Liskeard
Serving Temagami to Kirkland Lake & everywhere in between

Not intended to solicit those 
already under contract.

Stop by our offi ce and fi nd something warm 
on the tree! Thank you to everyone who has 

donated winter items.

Ask the  experts 

74 Scott Street, New Liskeard, ON
705-647-4412

discount@breaultsdiscountwarehouse.com 

Tool orders take roughly 7 to 10 days to arrive 
a� er order date. To facilitate gi�  orders, we will 

be setting speci� c order dates. 
Please contact Breault’s Discount Warehouse 

for tool availability and order timelines.

M18 FUELTM Cordless 4 
- Tool Combo Kit- Tool Combo Kit

INCLUDES:
1/2” Hammer Drill/Driver
1/4” Hex Impact Driver

Sawzall Reciprocating Saw
LED Work Light

(2) Belt clip (2) Bit Holder (1) Contractor Bag
(1) Sawzall Blade (1) Side Handle

M18 FUELTM 
1/2” Ext. 

Anvil 
Controlled 

Torque 
Impact 
WrenchWrenchWrench

M18 FUELTM 
D-Handle 
Jig Saw 

(tool only)

M18 FUELTM 
Carry-OnTM 

3600 w/ 
1800w Power 

Supply

M18 FUELTM 
12” Dual Bevel 

Sliding Compound 
Miter Saw 
(tool only)

M18 
FUELTM 

18 Gauge 
Brad 

Nailer

Finish your Last Minute
Christmas Shopping at

Breau lt’s D iscou nt W arehou se!

Come check out the amazing 
selection of Milwaukee Tools!
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“PICK OF THE WEEK”THE NEW
2012 Dodge 

Grand Caravan!
2012 Dodge 2012 Dodge 

Grand Caravan!Grand Caravan!
Local trade-in! 7 passenger seating! 
Good kilometres! New tires, brakes 

etc. STK # U19-36A
Only $150.00 bi-weekly! OAC! 6.47% 
48 months (includes taxes, admin. 

fee, licence, omvic fees)
All trades welcome! 

north-waychrysler.com
705-647-7361

998063 Highway 11 N,  
New Liskeard
705-648-1384

www.leislandscapingyard.ca www.facebook.com/LeisLandscapingYard

Christmas shop for your loved ones 
at Leis!

USTART BATTERY 
PROMOTION

MARINE, CRANK & 
DEEP CYCLE BATTERY
US24RV  550 amp.  $11495

US27RV  750 amp.  $12995

US31RV  840 amp.  $17695

RV BATTERY 6 VOLTS DEEP CYCLE
USV2300  232 AH (20 hrs)  $18195

LAWN TRACTOR 
BATTERY
USBU1  290 amp.  
$5995

NEW LISKEARD 705-647-6731

For more information:            goustart.com

95 Craven Drive, New Liskeard  |  705-647-2079
vjtrailers@hotmail.com  |  www.vjtrailers.com

SEVERAL AVAILABLE FROM GREAT 
CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS

LARGE SELECTION OF DUMP 
TRAILERS AVAILABLE

74 Scott Street,  New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0 
Tel: 705-647-4412    Fax: 705-647-4485

discount@breaultsdiscountwarehouse.com  

M18 FUELTM Cordless 4 - Tool Combo Kit
INCLUDES:

1/2” Hammer Drill/Driver, 1/4” Hex Impact Driver
Sawzall Reciprocating Saw, LED Work Light, (2) Belt 

clip (2) Bit Holder (1) Contractor Bag
(1) Sawzall Blade (1) Side Handle

Learn more  from those      who have the answers!
Ask the  experts 

74 Scott Street, New Liskeard, ON
705-647-4412

discount@breaultsdiscountwarehouse.com 

Tool orders take roughly 7 to 10 days to arrive 
a� er order date. To facilitate gi�  orders, we will 

be setting speci� c order dates. 
Please contact Breault’s Discount Warehouse 

for tool availability and order timelines.

M18 FUELTM Cordless 4 
- Tool Combo Kit- Tool Combo Kit

INCLUDES:
1/2” Hammer Drill/Driver
1/4” Hex Impact Driver

Sawzall Reciprocating Saw
LED Work Light

(2) Belt clip (2) Bit Holder (1) Contractor Bag
(1) Sawzall Blade (1) Side Handle

M18 FUELTM 
1/2” Ext. 

Anvil 
Controlled 

Torque 
Impact 
WrenchWrenchWrench

M18 FUELTM 
D-Handle 
Jig Saw 

(tool only)

M18 FUELTM 
Carry-OnTM 

3600 w/ 
1800w Power 

Supply

M18 FUELTM 
12” Dual Bevel 

Sliding Compound 
Miter Saw 
(tool only)

M18 
FUELTM 

18 Gauge 
Brad 

Nailer

Finish your Last Minute
Christmas Shopping at

Breau lt’s D iscou nt W arehou se!

Come check out the amazing 
selection of Milwaukee Tools!
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CONTACT YOUR SALES REP 
OR AMY: 

(705) 647-6791   ext. 229      
promo@northernontario.ca Printing, Publishing 

and Promotions

SPEAKERW
E 

D
O

 T
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T

 WE WILL MATCH ANYONE’S PRICE!

$1995
EACH

I n clu des em b r oider ed log o in  on e location .  U p  to 8 0 0 0  stitch es

F leece
Sale

17 O’Connor Drive, P.O. Box 98, Temagami, ON  P0H 2H0
Tel: 705.569.3244  Fax: 705.569.2610

Tem ag am i F am ily  H ealth  Team
Submitted by Ellen Ibey

I f  y ou  W ish  to STO P  Sm okin g . . .  
W e C an  H elp !

Th e STO P  w ith  F am ily  H ealth  Team s ( F H Ts)  P r og r am  h as 
tw o g oals:

1 .  To im p r ov e access to n icotin e r ep lacem en t 
th er ap y  f or  F H T p atien ts acr oss th e p r ov in ce of  
O n tar io w h o w ish  to q u it sm okin g ;  an d

2 .  To in cr ease cap acity  of  h ealth  car e 
p r actition er s in  F H Ts to p r ov ide 
com p r eh en siv e sm okin g  cessation  
tr eatm en t to th eir  p atien ts.

Sin ce th e Tem ag am i F H T star ted p ar ticip atin g  in  
th is p r og r am  it h as su p p or ted m an y  p atien ts in  th eir  
attem p ts to q u it sm okin g  b y  p r ov idin g  f r ee n icotin e 
r ep lacem en t th er ap y  an d on g oin g  on e- on - on e 
su p p or t as n eeded.

E ach  p ar ticip an t en r olled in  th e STO P  w ith  
F H Ts P r og r am  is con tacted v ia em ail an d/
or  telep h on e su r v ey  f or  f ollow  u p  at 3 ,  6  &  1 2  
m on th s p ost en r olm en t.

I f  y ou  ar e a p atien t of  th e Tem ag am i F H T 
an d ar e a sm oker  w h o w ou ld like to q u it,  
p lease con tact C h an tal at ( 7 0 5 )  5 6 9 - 3 2 4 4  to 
en r ol in  ou r  STO P  P r og r am .

THE WARMTH OF CHRISTMAS
The ladies of the St. James’ and St. Paul’s Anglican Church were on hand at the Golden Age Club to 
provide hot chocolate to the approximately 100 people who visited to say hello to Santa Claus and 
listen to live Christmas carols December 2. From the left are Marg Fidelak, Valerie Paterson and 
Evelyn Pickard. (Staff photo by Darlene Wroe)

TIMMINS (Staff) – The region’s English-
language public school board has elected to keep 
the status quo at the top.

Timmins trustee Bob Brush has been acclaimed 
to a third consecutive term as chair of District 
School Board Ontario North East.

Joining him as vice-chair is long-time Cochrane 

trustee Dennis Draves, also acclaimed to a third 
one-year term.

“We are entering another exciting year and will 
continue to focus on student achievement and 
well-being,” said Brush in a statement following 
the board’s annual organizational meeting 
December 3.

Board ONE returns chair, 
vice-chair




