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It’s Thanksgiving weekend and pumpkins are sprouting up all over the place. Thirteen-year-old Cadence Black sat 
among them as she and her family enjoyed touring the Craig Haven Farm and Gardens pumpkin trail on October 6. 
(Sta� photo by Sue Nielsen)

Goals and 
priorities
Timmins-James Bay 

candidates showcased 
in Englehart

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

ENGLEHART — While a hockey game was go-
ing on downstairs, Timmins-James Bay candi-
dates assembled upstairs at the Englehart and 
Area Community Arena Complex stick han-
dling around each other in an e�ort to score 
points with voters.

The October 8 all candidate’s night was or-
ganized by the Retired Teacher’s of Ontario 
(RTO) and included New Democratic Party in-
cumbent MP Charlie Angus, Liberal Michelle 
Boileau, Conservative Kraymr Grenke, the 
Green Party’s Max Kennedy and People’s Party 
of Canada’s Renaud Roy.

Englehart councillor Jerry Mikovitch was 
the moderator for the event, tasked with ask-
ing the candidates questions chosen from an 
audience of approximately 70 interested citi-

•  A new 68-unit senior’s apartment complex project is moving 
forward, says the City of Temiskaming Shores.

•  The Bucke Park issue has been resolved to the satisfaction of the 
City and the Bucke Park residents. It will continue as a park in 2020 
and until a master recreation plan is completed.

•  Orange Shirt Day at Timiskaming District Secondary School was a 
way for sta� and students to recognize the lasting legacy of Canada’s 
residential school experience.

•  The Northeastern Catholic District School Board has named Colleen 
Landers as chair and Fred Salvador vice-chair.

•  The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has seen the light and will be 
installing a set of LED tra�c lights at the intersection of Highway 11 
and 562 in Thornloe.

• The Pavilion Women’s Centre is spearheading a campaign to provide 
feminine hygiene products to women.

•  Fifty-three participants, four kilometres, 14 obstacles and plenty 
of mud de�ned the Great Northern Obstacle Course Challenge last 
weekend at the Charlton Fair Grounds.

•  The New Liskeard Cubs head into the weekend 
hoping to �nd the win column against the 
Timmins Majors.

•  Our C-front this week features a story and 
photos on a public owl banding session at 
the Hilliardton Marsh Research and Education 
Centre.
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HILLIARDTON — It was a per-fect night for owl banding.The moon was a sliver in the sky, there was virtually no wind and temperatures were cool.The Hilliardton Marsh Re-search and Education Centre (HMREC) has been hosting public owl banding sessions during the months of Septem-ber and October as northern saw-whet, long eared and bo-real owls move through the re-gion during the fall migration.“Can anyone do an owl dance to bring us luck tonight,” joked bander Bruce Murphy before the banders headed to the nets.“Three factors a�ect our owl banding success - the moon, wind and temperatures,” not-ed Murphy at the session on Wednesday, October 2.The bird dance must have worked as approximately 40 children and adults attended the session and 49 northern saw-whet, 23 boreal and one long-eared owl were banded that evening.
Volunteers with headlights bobbing went to net areas in the forest �nding the birds.“This is my ninth year of owl banding at the marsh,” declared Shelbey Hearn, who is the pres-ident of HMREC as she carefully extracted a tiny saw-whet from 
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Owls on the moveMarsh banding sessions are a hoot

a net.
She became interested in owl banding and the scienti�c side of the marsh when she enrolled for a few years in the Teaching Ecological Responsibility Rec-reation and Adventure (TERRA) program o�ered at Timiskam-ing District Secondary School and headed by Murphy.TERRA students often spent time at the marsh doing bird banding.

When Murphy brought the 

jiggling cloth bags with the owls inside back to the bird-house, the main banding sta-tion, enthusiasm was high to see the �rst owl.
And visitors were not dis-appointed as a tiny saw-whet blinked, peering around the room taking in its surround-ings.

The birds are small, secretive, silent and nocturnal and until recently, their migration habits were not well understood.

PROJECT OWLNET
The HMREC is part of Project Owlnet, a network of research-ers across North America who are banding owls.

The bander in charge mea-sures wing length and deter-mines the sex of the bird and the age by holding the bird’s wings up to a UV light.“Younger bird feathers will appear pink under the light and older ones will be white,” noted Murphy.

Hearn’s job was to enter the data into the logbooks as they were announced.
Experienced birders monitor at the marsh during the spring and fall migrations and with the banding process.

Currently there are interns at the marsh from Canada, the United States and Germa-ny helping to record scienti�c data on birds moving through the region.

Two owls were held side by side at the October 2 public banding session at the Hilliardton Marsh Research and Education Centre. The one on the left is a northern saw-whet and the other is the larger, more elusive boreal owl. Besides the size, the two birds have di�erent plumage as well.

Marsh bird bander Bruce Murphy closes a band around a northern saw-whet’s leg during a public banding session as seven-year-old Lily Fehr (left) and her sister Leah Fehr, �ve, watch closely.

Friends Ashley LaRose (left) and Meagan Zilinski attended the October 2 public owl banding session at the marsh observing a northern saw-whet up close.  The marsh birders banded 49 saw-whets that evening. 

Longtime owl bander Shelbey Hearn holds a northern saw-whet owl she gingerly removed from the �ne mesh net. The bird was placed in a cloth bag and brought into the bird house banding station to be banded.

Sta� photos 
by Sue Nielsen
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CHARLTON — They ran, they climbed, they fell and they crawled doing whatever was necessary to conquer the Great Northern Obstacle Course Challenge.
Held at the Charlton Fair Grounds on Saturday, October 5, the four-kilometre course with 14 obstacles was host-ed by the Englehart Special Events Committee, attracting 53 participants on a beautiful, sunny day.
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Challenge was a day of mud, sweat and 
cheers

“We were pleased with the turn-out. I’d say 80 per cent of our participants came from outly-ing areas, so we would like to see more locals take part,” said committee chair Deanna Rooney in a tele-phone interview.“Overall, we received great feedback and will come back next year with a bigger and better chal-lenge.” 
It was an event where one’s inner child could run free while test-ing endurance, strength and de-termination.

“Remember, this is what we used to do as kids,” said one competi-tor from Kirkland Lake as she and her team tackled the course with fervour.The course was de-signed for people of all �tness levels and all ages, providing physical and mental challenges along the way.
The Charlton Fair Grounds was a natural venue for the event providing plenty of space and more importantly, mud.

Several of the obstacles had partici-
pants navigating their way through mud-
dy sections of the course at the location 
of the annual Stan Martin Memorial Mud 
Bog.

You don’t escape your comfort zone un-
less you’re a little muddy.Rooney said weather is not a factor in 

obstacle course challenges because in-
clement weather can be viewed as an 
added bonus and extra challenge.MORE CHALLENGEA row of tires at the end of the mud bog 

pit provided an extra challenge for one 
enthusiastic team who decided to add 
the tires as part of their challenge.

Members of the Blue Team, above, from the left were Amanda Mongeon, 

Kim Peters, Sophie Kilbridge and Cadence Gauley (missing from photo is 

Erin Little). They met all the challenges and added their own when they 

decided to cross a group of tires located at the Charlton Fair Grounds; one 

of the 14 obstacles was a tunnel (right) where participants, not knowing 

what was at the end, came out onto a watery, muddy section of the course; 

and below, this competitor had to get through the tires and a muddy, wet 

section of the course without falling. (Sta� photos by Sue Nielsen)
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TEMISKAMING SHORES – A 68-unit sen-

iors’ apartment complex in Dymond is 

closer to starting construction.

Temiskaming Shores council has 

agreed to guarantee a $2.1 million mort-

gage on the $16.5-million development. 

It has also approved a site plan for the 

project.
Construction should begin before 

winter, said Carman Kidd, who chairs the 

board of the not-for-pro�t Temiskaming 

Shores Seniors Housing Corporation.

He said the 140 people on a waiting 

list for apartments will be invited to a 

meeting to learn about the details of the 

development and submit formal appli-

cations.
It’s slated to be ready for occupancy 

in September 2020, “one year from now,” 

said Kidd after city council met October 

1.

Given the demand for seniors’ housing 

and the project’s �nancial projections, 

Kidd said the corporation sees very little 

risk for the municipality in guaranteeing 

the mortgage.

The waiting list for units in existing 

buildings is eight to 10 years, said Len 

Bilodeau, vice-president of the seniors’ 

housing corporation, as he recapped the 

project’s history for council last week.

In 2014 and ‘15, he said the Zone K1 

Veterans Home in Haileybury and New 

Liskeard Non-Pro�t Housing Corpora-

tion were separately investigating ex-

pansion.
But he said they discovered that the 

smaller additions were not feasible with-

out government grants, which were not 

available at that time.

“We just couldn’t get the cash �ow to 

make them work,” he said.

Members joined forces, and began 

discussions with CGV Developments of 

Cochrane on a project.

The new Temiskaming Shores Seniors 

Housing Corporation was incorporated, 

and plans were drafted for a 68-unit 

building. It also applied to a new federal 

fund to develop social housing.

The city lent its support in 2018.

It o�ered to donate land on Grant 

Drive, install water and sanitary sewer 

services to the lot line and waive fees, for 

a total in-kind contribution of $330,215.

It also agreed to rebate the municipal 

portion of property taxes on the de-

velopment for �ve years, an estimated 

value of $906,000.

Bilodeau said the corporation has to 

date received approval for $15.8 million 

in grants and mortgages.

That leaves a $670,800 shortfall in con-

struction costs.

It’s planning a fundraising drive to cov-

er the sum. If the campaign falls short, 

he said a private source has guaranteed 

the funds.

Reverse 
and park

Council 
says Bucke 
can operate 

in 2020
Diane Johnston

Speaker Reporter

TEMISKAMING SHORES – Camp-

ground operations will be status 

quo at Bucke Park next year, and 

the property will be considered 

in the master recreation plan 

under development.

Temiskaming Shores council 

will then consider the future of 

the park.
Council’s decision followed 

some 45 minutes of discussion 

October 1.
It was greeted by applause and 

a standing ovation from many of 

the 40-plus people in the audi-

ence.
It repeals a decision in May to 

secure a realtor to dispose of the 

property.
It also overturned council’s re-

jection last month, by a tied vote, 

of the same process.

MASTER PLAN?
Prior to council discussing the 

park last week, the head of the 

Bucke Park recreation commit-

tee urged council to hold o� on 

disposal of the property until the 

completion of the master plan.

“Make the decision after re-

viewing the pros and cons,” said 

Sylvain Gelineau.

Gelineau reviewed the latest 

�nancial statistics provided by 

the city, and pointed out that the 

park reported a surplus in 2014 

and ‘15 and broke even in 2016.

He said it had a combined 

shortfall of almost $13,400 for 

2017 and ‘18.
But he noted that $19,000 had 

been spent on upgrades to the 

chalet and $7,500 on new play-

ground equipment in that time-

frame.
He suggested they be viewed 

as long-term investments in up-

grades to the property.

He said a $4,400 engineer’s re-

port was also completed, after 

the upgrades to the chalet.

Had it not been for these ex-

penses, he said the park would 

have had a surplus.

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED

Obstacles were no match for the enthusiasm of participants in the Great Northern Obstacle Course Challenge, held at the Charlton 

Fair Grounds on Saturday, October 5. Stacey Utas climbs over an obstacle near the �nish line of the �ve-kilometre course. The warm 

and sunny weather was perfect for the �rst time event organized by the Englehart Special Events Committee. See Speaker Sports for 

more. (Sta� photo by Sue Nielsen)

Building blocks – Seniors’ housing 

complex moving forward

The face of a northern saw-whet owl with 

the big, bright eyes. See more on C Front. 

(Sta� photo by Sue Nielsen)

PUMPKIN 

PATCH
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A Language Gathering that brought together Indigenous speakers was held near North Cobalt September 27 to 29. From the left are 
Dani Grenier-Ducharme, DTSSAB; Elder George Ethier, Temiskaming Metis Council; Elder Freda Wabie (in front), Beaverhouse 
FN; Elder Marie Liliane Ethier, Temiskaming Metis Council; Bertha Cormier, Matachewan FN; Elder Tom Wabie, Beaverhouse FN; 
Melissa Gill, TNWSG; Elder Vina Hendrix, Matachewan FN; Elder Roberta Oshkabewisens, TNWSG and Nancy Wabie, Beaverhouse 
FN. Seated in front is past Beaverhouse FN Chief, Elder Sally Susan Mathias Martel (Marcia Brown-Martel). (Photo by Xavier 
Kataquapit)

by Xavier Kataquapit

TEMISKAMING SHORES - 
The Temiskaming Native Wom-
en’s Support Group (TNWSG) 
hosted a Language Gathering 
overlooking the panoramic view 
of Lake Temiskaming in North 
Cobalt September 27 to 29.

Over 100 participants took 
part in the gathering where 
Native language speakers 
were encouraged to share their 
knowledge. The event brought 
together First Nation elders 
and language speakers from the 
First Nations of Beaverhouse, 
Matachewan, Temiskaming and 
members of the Metis Nation.

They came together with 
community members and their 
children to learn the Ojibway 
language dialects of North-
eastern Ontario driven by great

Continued on 6a
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17 O’Connor Drive, P.O. Box 98, Temagami, ON  P0H 2H0
Tel: 705.569.3244  Fax: 705.569.2610

Temagami Family Health Team
Submitted by Ellen Ibey

Osteoporosis and Bone Mineral Density Testing
It’s a condition that causes bones to become thin and porous, decreasing 
bone strength and leading to broken bones, especially the hip, spine, wrist 
and shoulder.  Osteoporosis is sometimes confused with osteoarthritis.  Just 
to be clear, osteoporosis is a bone disease and osteoarthritis is a disease of 
the joints and surrounding tissue.

Fast Facts:
•  Osteoporosis can strike at any age and affects both men and women
•  Building strong bones during childhood and adolescence can be the best 

defence against developing osteoporosis later in life
•  Both men and women begin to lose bone in their mid 30s.  As they ap-

proach menopause, women lose bone at a greater rate, from 2-3% per 
year

•  At least 1 in 3 women and 1 in 5 men will suffer from an osteoporotic 
fracture during their lifetime

•  Over 80% of all fractures in people 50+ are caused by osteoporosis

Testing
Bone Mineral Density (BMD) testing is very important.  This test is safe, 
painless and accurately measures the density of your bones.  A BMD test 
can tell you whether or not you have osteoporosis and how likely you are to 
develop it in the future.  It can help you to make decisions that may prevent 
fractures or further bone loss.

Who Should Get a BMD test?
•  all women and men 65 years or older
•  postmenopausal women and men 50-64 with risk factors for fracture 

including:
o low bone mass identified on x-ray
o parental hip fracture
o high alcohol intake
o current smoker
o low body weight, i.e. less than 132 lbs or 60 kg
o rheumatoid arthritis

•  younger men or women (under 50) with a disease or condition associated 
with low bone mass or bone loss:

o high risk medication (steroid use, aromatase inhibitors, 
androgen deprivation therapy)

o uncontrolled hyperthyroidism
o early menopause (younger than 45)

For more information about osteoporosis, go to the Osteoporosis Canada 
website at www.osteoporosis.ca.  
If you fall into any of the groups listed above, please schedule an appoint-
ment with your primary care provider to discuss BMD testing.

The Temagami Medical Centre and Family Health Team ...
committed to keeping you as healthy as possible!

Timmins-James Bay 
candidates showcased  

in Englehart

The candidates running in the Timmins-James Bay riding met at the all candidates night held 
on October 8 at the Englehart community hall. From the left is Max Kennedy of the Green Party, 
Liberal Michelle Boileau, Retired Teachers of Ontario policy advisor/event organizer Sharon Jones, 
Conservative Party’s Kraymr Grenke, Charlie Angus of the NDP and Renaud Roy from the People’s 
Party of Canada. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

Goals and priorities

Continued from A Front
audience of approximately 70 
interested citizens.

Englehart resident Tom Hen-
derson kept the candidates on 
track within the allotted time 
frames given on the night.

Mikovitch explained the 
candidates had two minutes 
to introduce themselves, one 
minutes to respond to a ques-
tion and one minute for final 
summations.

The Northlander passenger 
train, the federal deficit, the 
economy, pipelines, food secu-
rity, gun laws, health care, ed-
ucation and tax fairness were 
some of the topics posed to 
the candidates.
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE

With a high interest point for 
Englehart, a railroad town, a 
question drawing much inter-
est was: If elected, would the 
successful candidate restore 
the Northlander train?

Green Party candidate Ken-
nedy said, “Yes we will and we 
will make it better by promot-
ing green technology such as 
electric power and cut down 
on carbon emissions.”

Conservative Grenke was 
cautious about supporting 
passenger rail service, saying it 
was undetermined if his party 
would support the return of 
the passenger train as he felt 
the infrastructure has deterio-
rated and it would be costly to 
rebuild the tracks.

“We would promote the 
bus options and invest in safe 
roads.” 

Boileau said she would sup-

port bringing back passenger 
rail service.

“I have travelled a great deal 
and I know what it is like to 
drive our highways. It would 
be an economic boost and we 
would continue to invest in 
public transportation across 
the north.”

Angus said he hasn’t stopped 
working with northern com-
munities to try and revive the 
Northlander train service since 
it was cancelled in 2012.

“We are the only party that 
has costed it out. It is a provin-
cial and federal concern. I re-
member when the (provincial) 
Liberals cancelled the train ser-
vice right before Thanksgiving 
weekend stranding hundreds 
of students coming home for 
the long weekend. I find it rich 
that the Liberals say they sup-
port the train when they can-
celled it in the first place.”

Roy said his People’s Party 
would have to take a look at 
the costs of passenger rail ser-
vice and can it be sustained 
over the long haul.

GUN LAWS
Most of the candidates came 

out firing on the issue of gun 
control.

Grenke said when he has 

gone door-to-door in the rid-
ing the subject has come up.

He said he supports local 
lawful gun owners and feels 

Continued on 11a
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EditorialEditorialEditorial
This week was Mental Illness Awareness 

Week (October 6-12) across Canada and in-
cluded in that designation was World Mental 
Health Day on Thursday, October 10.

It is safe to say there is no health without 
mental health.

As this is a federal election year, we should 
be asking candidates in the Timmins-James 
Bay riding and the Nipissing-Timiskaming rid-
ing what they propose to do to raise the profi le 
of mental health and to direct more resources 
to mental health in Northern communities.

Here in the north we are in need of in-
creased access to mental health services.

We know there are stark differences in the 
way mental health services are delivered to 
urban versus rural communities, and that dis-
parity must change.

According to the Canadian Mental Health 
Association Canadian Community Health 
Survey (2002), geography is thus a determi-
nant of mental health.

The survey found people living in rural re-

gions of Northern Ontario reported high levels 
of major rates of depression and other mental 
health issues versus their provincial counter-
parts.

There is a great need for psychotherapy 
counselling in our region and we hope the 
candidates are aware of this and willing to 
take a serious look at the problem.

Certainly family physicians are leaned upon 
heavily to deliver mental health services, 
when it should be psychiatrists and trained 
counsellors.

Northerners often have to travel great dis-
tances to access mental health and addiction 
services.

The use of hospital emergency rooms for 
psychiatric reasons was more than double 
the provincial average in Northern communi-
ties.

The bottom line is we need and deserve 
more mental health services in our region 
and governments must pay attention to our 
needs.

The seas, lakes and rivers 
are rising, crops whither, fi res 
ravage forests and humankind 
seeks to understand it all.

Yet some have done more to 
understand, they are taking ac-
tion.

Students mobilized to protect 
their future during the Climate 
Strike walks.

I was on the scene reporting 
on the New Liskeard event and 
I was proud of those youth.

After all, a young person’s 
place is in the resistance. Our 
youth are taking action them-
selves in the face of all the fake 
news and gaslighting promises 
from our politicians and even us 
as adults about the real dangers 
of climate change.

And what did they get for 
their actions? A barrage of criti-
cism from adults.

I was extremely disappointed 
to see adults mocking children.

We saw it online via social 
media and we even heard Max-
ime Bernier, the leader of the 
People’s Party of Canada, take 
a shot at climate change activist 
Greta Thunberg.

Many of the world’s youth 
have been inspired to take ac-
tion on climate change because 
of Thunberg’s leadership.

I doubt whether anything in 
Bernier’s political platform or 
his leadership style will have 
the same effect on our youth.

Thunberg said, “You can’t 
deal with a crisis unless you 
treat it as a crisis.”

I will tell you what I believe 
is a continuing crisis. It’s the 
fact that young people are leav-
ing the Temiskaming region 
in droves for school and job 

opportunities and they are not 
coming back.

I will tell you about a real cri-
sis we have on our hands when 
we see young people not getting 
involved in volunteering and 
entire volunteer-driven organi-
zations folding as a result.

How many young people are 
entering politics or even run-
ning for seats on local councils 
or school boards?

What’s the age demographic 
of local municipal councils? 

It was wonderful to see Emma 
Livingston elected to Latchford 
council as she certainly has re-
vived recreation and injected 
much needed energy into that 
community.

And there’s Jillian Plaunt in 
Englehart on that council also.

If the north is to survive and 
prosper, it needs youth.

If we are to sustain a work 
force, we need youth.

How will our communities 
survive without new blood and 
energy?

What kind of world are we liv-
ing in when we complain about 
youth not getting involved and 
mock them when they do?

Kids are our future and in my 
view, the future looks so bright I 
might have to wear shades.

Perhaps this is the generation 
that can change the world - if we 
let them?

Rise up

Alan
Roy

Sales Manager 
ext. 225

Lois Perry
General Manager 

ext. 224
Cell 705-648-5337

loisperry@northernontario.ca

Diane 
Johnston

Reporter
ext. 241

Steven
Larocque

Editor
ext. 239

Sue
Nielsen
Reporter
ext. 246

editorial@northernontario.ca

Darlene
Wroe
Reporter
ext. 240

Laura
Carl

Sales Rep.
ext. 226

Darcie
Christo
Sales Rep.
ext. 248

Mental Illness Awareness Week

The Temiskaming Speaker and Weekend-
er newspapers wish each and everyone a 
happy, safe, Thanksgiving weekend.

This might be the perfect weekend to con-
sider what you are thankful for in your life.

Certainly we live in one of the most beau-

tiful regions in the province, with pristine 
forests and waterways, virtually in our back-
yards.

Take a few moments this weekend to think 
about what makes you smile and fulfi lls your 
life.

Gratitude

NO KIDDING
A unique factor about Kerns Public School is its annual Fall Fair, but also the farm animals that the 
children bring to school to show off, including this goat named Ernie. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)



Friday , April  26 , 2019      W       Pag e PBa

Friday,  October 11, 2019      WEEKENDER      Page 5a

Can’t vote on election day? 
If you think you’ll be away or too busy on October 21, you can vote early:

■  At your assigned advance polling station from October 11 to 14
■  At any Elections Canada office before October 15, 6:00 p.m.
■  By mail – apply by October 15, 6:00 p.m.

Check your voter information card for all the ways you can vote.

#ItsOurVote
F E D E R A L
ELECTION M O N D AY,  O C T O B E R  2 1

Visit elections.ca for the official information you need to vote

1-800-463-6868 elections.ca TTY 1-800-361-8935

EC_EVO_BW_ENG02.indd   1 2019-09-24   12:00 PM

OFFICE
937907 Marsh Bay Road, Coleman, 705-679-8833

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday – 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, October 28, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY
NEWS

The Municipal Complex  will be closed Monday, October 14 2019  for the 
Thanksgiving H oliday. 
The regular meeting on Tuesday, October 15, 2019 , has been 
CANCELLED;  therefore, the nex t regular meeting will be held on Monday, 
October 28, 2019 , at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.  
Municipal Waste Site:  H ours of Operation 
Tuesday and S aturday - 9 :00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Closed: S tatutory H olidays
All garbage deposited at the Municipal W aste S ite is subject to applicable 
tipping fees.
October Recycling Dates: Tuesday, October 8, 2019  and Tuesday, 
October 22, 2019   
The Coleman Fire Department invites residents to a Community 
Open House at the Fire Station on Saturday, October 12th, 2019, 
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., as part of its Fire Prevention Week 
public education efforts.  Join us for a free BBQ, giveaways, photo-
opportunities and a visit from Sparky! 
Fire Safety Tips – Halloween Decorations
•  It is safest to use a flashlight or battery-operated candles in a jack-o-

lantern. If you use a real candle, use ex treme caution. Tea lights are 
a safer option and should be outdoors only.   Make sure children are 
watched at all times when candles are lit. W hen lighting candles inside 
jack-o-lanterns, use long fireplace-style matches or a utility lighter. Be 
sure to place lit pumpkins well away from anything that can burn and far 
enough out of way of trick-or-treaters, doorsteps, walkways and yards.  
Ensure you extinguish the flame - do not leave it burning.

•  Avoid decorating with candles or torch lights.
•  E nsure that combustible H alloween decorations such as crepe paper, 

cornstalks, and dried flowers are kept well away from sources of heat, 
including light bulbs and heaters.

•  K eep all ex its clear of decorating materials.
•  If using decorative lights indoors or outdoors, use lights certified by a 

recogniz ed organiz ation such as the Canadian S tandards Association 
(CS A) or the U nderwriters’ L aboratory of Canada (U L C or C-U L ). Check 
lights for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires or loose 
connections. Discard damaged sets. Do not overload ex tension cords.

Information Collected From: H alloween Fire S afety. Ontario Association of 
Fire Chiefs. W eb –  25 October 2019 . 
http:/ / www.oafc.on.ca/ halloween-safety-tips.
Coleman Fire Department:  In Case of Fire Emergency - Please Call 911. 
REMINDER: Burning P ermits are req uired until October 31st each year.  
During this time, burning is only permitted between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.  
Employment Opportunity –Seasonal Snow Plow Operator (On-Call)
The Township of Coleman is seeking an on-call seasonal snow 
plow operator for the 2019 / 2020 winter season.  To review the job 
advertisement, please visit our website at www.colemantownship.ca, or 
contact the municipal office at 7 05-67 9 -8833 from Monday to Friday, 8:30 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Sue Nielsen
Speaker Reporter

DISTRICT — North Bay res-
ident Alexander Gomm is 
running as the Green Party 
candidate in the Nipissing-Ti-
miskaming riding in the federal 
election set to take place Mon-
day, October 21.

He was born and raised in 
North Bay and says, “My par-
ents were immigrants from 
Europe. My father was a high 
school teacher in North Bay 
and my mother opened a day-
care in the high school where he 
taught,” he told The Speaker.

He has lived most of his life 
in the north but recently moved 
back to Canada from Asia 
where he taught English as a 
Second Language (ESL) for the 
past nine years.

He is not married and has no 
children.

He developed an interest in 
politics at a young age and has 
canvassed door-to-door in pre-
vious elections for the New 
Democratic Party.

What sets him apart from oth-
er candidates, he says, is coming 
to the election as an outsider. 

“I will approach things differ-
ently. Although some may view 
a lack of experience as a nega-
tive trait, a fresh look at some 
of the persistent problems in 
the district may uncover oppor-
tunities and solutions that oth-
ers have missed,” he said in an 
email interview.

He says he has no ties to the 
business world and feels he can 
act impartially when addressing 
the best solutions to the meet 
the needs of the Nipissing-Ti-
miskaming constituents.

Gomm feels the Green Party 
is the best choice for residents 
of his riding because, if elect-

ed, he would strengthen bonds 
between First Nation peoples 
and work with them to solve the 
issues of the health of the land 
and waterways.

“We will continue the work 
that is already underway in pro-
viding innovative and cultural-
ly relevant treatment programs 
and mental health services. Al-
though this is a provincial do-
main, I will fi ght in parliament 
to strengthen and expand the 
Canada Health Act to include 
pharmacare for all the dental 
coverage for low income Cana-
dians.”

Gomm promises to promote 
green technology start-ups and 
feels the riding would benefi t 
from diversifi cation of industry 
so there is no reliance on just 
one sector.

He is concerned about health 
care in the north and the issue of 
seniors housing.

“I would like to access fed-
eral funding to provide new 
opportunities for seniors to 
live in their own homes longer 
through the use of newly devel-
oped cohabitation models. This 
could ease the burden on long 
term care facilities which would 
translate into a higher level of 
care in presently overburdened 
facilities.”

He feels the Green Party 
would make investments in 
public transportation and the 
electrical grid to invigorate the 
region and address carbon emis-
sions.

He says it is time for change 
in the riding and sees his plat-
form of helping everyone in 
the district in terms of reaching 
their potential as different from 
the incumbent’s.
MAIN ISSUES

Gomm says the main issues in 
the riding hover around addic-
tion, mental health and afford-
able housing.

“The opioid epidemic is se-
verely affecting communities 
in the riding and putting high 
pressure on fi rst responders and 
police services. Given the low 
availability of high paying jobs, 
the cost of housing is dispro-
portionately high compared to 
the average income. Access to 
health care services and quality 
of long term care for the elderly 
is also very important,” noted 
Gomm. 

He is also concerned with ed-
ucation and believes that is the 
domain of the province.

“I feel the cost of post second-
ary education is a major issue 
affecting youth.”

If elected, his fi rst priority is 
to address the mental health and 
addiction crisis in the riding. As 
per his party’s platform on the 
environment, he will bring the 
voice of the riding to Ottawa 
with solutions that recognize the 
party’s responsibility to its citi-
zens and the rest of the world.

“The climate crisis is very real 
and the threat of the collapse of 
life systems in our planet is real. 
My conscience would not allow 
me to represent any other par-
ty.”

ALEXANDER GOMM

Gomm running Green in Nipissing-Timiskaming
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TIMISKAMING
HOME SUPPORT / SOUTIEN À DOMICILE

Services at Home for Seniors & Physically 
Disabled Adults

Services pour les personnes âgées et  
handicapées dans leur maison

1-800-361-5820
“Living at home, your choice, our goal

Vivre à la maison, votre choix, notre but”

FINDLAY’S
DRUG STORE

Awareness is your best partner!
247 Whitewood Ave., N.L.
705-647-8186

1-800-461-0974

1 in 9
women in Canada are expected 
to develop breast cancer in their 
lifetime.

26%
of cancers diagnosed are breast 
cancer in Canadian women.

51%
of breast cancers will be 
diagnosed in women aged 50 to 
69.

Since 1987 the mortality rate of 
breast cancer has decreased by 
44%.

Source: http://www.cbcf.org/ontario/
AboutBreastCancerMain/FactsStats

breast cancer...

know 
your risk

   teamshan.ca 

Shanna (Shan) Larsen was only 24
when she lost her life to breast cancer

teamshan.ca

Continued from 2a
interest of the First Nations of 
Matachewan and Beaverhouse. 
Other Native dialects were spo-
ken during the event.

The gathering was held close 
to the old settlement of Mill 
Creek, which has historic ties to 
First Nations. This is the second 
language event hosted by the 
TNWSG with the first held in 
July near Kirkland Lake.

“Our goal with these language 
events is to invite language 
speakers to spend time with 
others on the land, surround-
ed by nature and to speak and 
share stories around a camp-
fire. This is how our ancestors 
learned to speak their language 
and shared their knowledge. 
We were very pleased that a 
long time supporter of our ef-
forts, Dani Grenier-Ducharme, 
joined us to share our time de-
voted to language, tradition and 
culture,” commented Anne Ba-
tisse, executive director of the 
support group.

Batisse, together with Arlene 
Hache, Keepers Of The Cir-
cle program developer, led the 
proposal effort to access fund-
ing through health and wellness 
programs by the Ontario pro-
vincial government. The plan-
ning process was also led by an 
Elders Circle.

The TNWSG works closely 
with the District of Timiskaming 
Social Services Administration 
Board (DTSSAB) to develop 
programs and projects that pro-
mote culture and language for 
communities in Northeastern 
Ontario. Grenier-Ducharme 
(children’s services manager of 
the District of Timiskaming So-
cial Services Board) explained 
that his board has been working 
with the support group under the 
provincial government’s pro-
gram Journey Together: Ontar-
io’s Commitment to Reconcili-
ation with Indigenous Peoples 
which was announced in 2016.
ONGOING PROCESS

The program was created 
in response to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada which provided their 
final report in June 2015 as an 
ongoing process aimed at ad-
dressing the historic legacy of 

the Indian residential school 
system in Canada.

“The work that has been done 
by everyone involved to make 
projects like this happen has 
been amazing. I am thrilled at 
the level of commitment that 
everyone has provided to make 
these projects in culture and 
language so successful,” said 
Grenier-Ducharme.

“It has been a long journey 
and I am proud of what we 
have all accomplished so far. I 
am proud to say that I am from 
Temiskaming because projects 
such as this show who we are 
and what we represent as peo-
ples and our capacity to orga-
nize such beneficial traditional 
and cultural events,” he said.

The energy, efforts and skills 
of staff and volunteers from 
Beaverhouse and Matachewan 
First Nations and the TNWSG 
combined to provide a venue 
where Indigenous language was 
front and centre. The gather-
ing’s lead organizer was Melis-
sa Gill, TNWSG. 

“This is a very emotional and 
powerful event for many of us 
here. Our communities have so 
much trauma and difficult histo-
ry to deal with and many of our 
elders share those stories here 
as a form a healing for every-
one,” said Gill. 

Guidance and leadership was 
provided by First Nation elders 
as well as traditional drummers 
and teachers including Elder Ro-
berta Oshkabewisens, TNWSG; 
Elder Marilyn Chevrier-Wills, 
Temiskaming FN and Elder Ma-
rie Liliane Ethier of the Temiska-
ming Metis Council.

Elder Oshkabewisens, TN-
WSG Wisdom Keepers, who is 
originally from Wikwemikong 
First Nation on Manitoulin 
Island, shared her traditional 
knowledge and cultural teach-
ings during the gathering. She 
is a fluent Indigenous speaker 
of the Wikwemikong FN dialect 
and led various ceremonies us-
ing her original language.

“I feel like I am walking on 
air to be here among our elders 
and community members. I feel 
fulfilled and proud to see every-
one here wanting to learn more

Continued on 7a

Connecting with 
language and land

Continued on 6a
Continued from 2a

Continued from 6a
Continued on 7a
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$306,745

$522,000

$306,745$306,745

We are over 
half way 
to our 

target for 
the 

splash park!!

It will be 
located at the
New Liskeard

WaterFront and 
Have 24 different 
water features!!

Thanks to 
our sponsors

we couldn't 
do it 

without you

Sponsors:
- Temiskaming Shores and 

 Area Rotary Club
$100,000

- City of 
Temiskaming Shores 

In Kind
$100,000

- Gord and Greyson Zubyck 
 Memorial Fund

$50,000

- Frog's Breath Foundation
$25,000

- Smart and Caring Fund
$4,082

- George Taylor Fund
$718

- Les Chevalier de Columbs 
 #8619
$700

- Club Lions D'Earlton
$500

- Temiskaming Shores 
 Lionness Club

$500

- Earlton TimberMart BBQ
$10,000

- Images Salon BBQ and
Silent Auction

$3,760 

- Willow Beach, 
Alivia Try 

 and Lincoln Try
$1,000

- Municipality of Elk Lake
$500

- Fountain Tire 
$339

- TransCanada PipeLines 
Limited   $10,000

- Waterfront Inn 
$700

- Joe Marsh 
$25

-Katherine Hughes In Memory 
of Mary Grant 

$20

Continued from 6a 
about their language and their 
culture. Language is only part 
of our culture. We also share 
stories, teachings and lessons 
among one another,” said Elder 
Oshkabewisens.
STORYTELLING

The event included storytelling 
by elders, traditional teachings 
for adults and children, daily tra-
ditional ceremonies, teepee rais-
ing and teachings, trapper tent 
setup and teachings, tea boiling, 
children’s painting, nature walks 
and scavenger hunts. A language 
bingo that used traditional lan-
guage and teachings drew many 
participants and the making of 
traditional crafts including shak-
ers and dream catchers provided 
hands-on knowledge. The event 
also featured many opportuni-
ties for sharing circles, story-
telling and fi reside gatherings, 
as well as traditional drumming 
and singing and modern singing 
and guitar performances by Da-
vid Batisse of Matachewan FN 
and Sally Susan Mathias Martel 
(Marcia Brown-Martel) of Bea-
verhouse FN.

Elder Vina Hendrix of Matach-
ewan FN made a great effort to 
attend the event on a fast fl ight 
from a cultural and language 
gathering in Fort Albany FN 
on the James Bay Coast. She is 
renowned for her knowledge of 
the Ojibway language, traditions 
and culture.

“Life is so different up north 
compared to what we have here 
in the south. Hearing the Cree 
speak and use the language 
while on the land reminded me 
of what life was like when I was 
a child and it felt good. They are 
more connected to language and 
the land up there and that is what 
I would like to see our people 
move towards here. The gath-
ering we have here is making 
that happen and I hope it keeps 
going on. Meegwetch to all the 
organizers and funders for mak-
ing this possible,” commented 
Hendrix.

The organizers are hopeful 
that they can turn this into a reg-
ular gathering with events that 
take place during the four sea-
sons and give elders an opportu-
nity to share stories and activi-
ties that go with every part of the 
year.

Connecting
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USTART BATTERY 
PROMOTION

MARINE, CRANK & 
DEEP CYCLE BATTERY
US24RV  550 amp.  $11495

US27RV  750 amp.  $12995

US31RV  840 amp.  $17695

RV BATTERY 6 VOLTS DEEP CYCLE
USV2300  232 AH (20 hrs)  $18195

LAWN TRACTOR 
BATTERY
USBU1  290 amp.  
$5995

NEW LISKEARD 705-647-6731

For more information:            goustart.com

95 Craven Drive, New Liskeard  |  705-647-2079
vjtrailers@hotmail.com  |  www.vjtrailers.com

SEVERAL AVAILABLE FROM GREAT 
CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS

LARGE SELECTION OF DUMP 
TRAILERS AVAILABLE

Learn more  from those      who have the answers!

8:00 AM TO NOON!

Pumpkins!
Fall décor!
Apples!
Watch our blacksmith!!

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HU R R Y  I N !   

The K o hltec h W in d o w  &  D o o r  E v en t.  
O N  N O W  u n til S ep t.  7 ,  2 0 1 9  

7 0 5 - 5 6 3 - 2 6 7 1   6 9  1 0 th A v e. ,  E ar lto n  

705-563-2671

Now’s The Time To

BUY $250
of

OWENS CORNING 
ECOTOUCH PINK 
FIBERGLAS AND/

OR ATTICAT
and RECEIVE a

 INSULATE

*Promotion 
on September 11 to
October 24, 2019

TI M B E R  M A R T  
G I FT C A R D *

*Up to $500.  
See in-store for 

details

$50
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Ask the  experts 

www.earltontimbermart.ca 
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E ar lto n  
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Bu il d on Serv ice – Bu il d on Val u e 
E ar lto n  TI M B E R  M A R T help s  yo u  d o  it all!  

www.earltontimbermart.ca 
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Stations in North Cobalt, Haileybury & Englehart

Your favourite 

COMFORT FOODS 
served fresh at our 
Englehart location!

7 05 - 6 47 - 0010
43 7 099 Haw n Driv e, Dy mond Indu s trial  Park

•  Boat Repairs

•  Parts

•  Acces s ories
YOUR

ON-THE-WATER
HEADQUARTERS

336 WHITEWOOD AVE, W • NEW LISKEARD, ON • 705-647-7600 • carpetone.ca

WE DO SHOWERS.
Come in to our showroom 
and discover 100’s of tile 
options for your home.

336 WHITEWOOD AVE, W • NEW LISKEARD, ON • 705-647-7600 • carpetone.ca336 WHITEWOOD AVE, W • NEW LISKEARD, ON • 705-647-7600 • carpetone.ca

THE NEW

Low mileage, local trade, 
leather heated seats, etc.

Drive away Price All In
$237 bi weekly.
STK # N19-03A 

north-waychrysler.com
705-647-7361

“PICK OF THE WEEK”

2015 Jeep Cherokee 
Limited 4x4

998063 Highway 11 N,  
New Liskeard
705-648-1384

www.leislandscapingyard.ca www.facebook.com/LeisLandscapingYard

Personalized 
MugsMugs

74 Scott Street, 
New Liskeard, ON  

705-647-4412
discount@breaultsdiscountwarehouse.com  

• High quality, non-porous acrylic surface is easy to clean, 
 germ and residue free
• Available with moulded le�  seat, right seat or no seat
• Front ledge with drip lip
• Reinforced shower base provides added strength to unit
• Quality 2"/51 mm ABS drain with stainless steel strainer
• Self draining soap dishes/shelves
• Can be customized with a wide range of accessories and options

“Temiskaming Shores Best Bathroom Selection! Hands Down...”

From Moen or Delta

“Names you know,

Brands you can 

trust”

“Temiskaming Shores Best Bathroom Selection! Hands Down...”

From Moen or Delta

Pair it Perfectly 
with faucetry

Learn more  from those      who have the answers!
Ask the  experts 

www.earltontimbermart.ca 
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MARK MANNERS Owner

PH. 705-647-8266
FAX 705-647-3946

email: precisionautobody@ntl.sympatico.ca

10 MAY ST, SOUTH • BOX 2736 NEW LISKEARD ON P0J 1P0

“DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE”

A U T O  P A R T S
Monday - Saturday

P.O. Box 1170, Ferguson Ave.
     Haileybury, Ont P0J 1K0

Phone: (705) 672-2300
Fax: (705) 672-2326

Greg Cote, owner

The Parts You Want, The Value You Expect

Have 
a great  
Long  

Weekend!!
MAKE IT TO THE TABLE THIS 

THANKSGIVING
DON’T DRIVE IMPAIRED

• TAKE A TAXI • TAKE PUBLIC TRANSIT • 
• ARRANGE A DESIGNATED DRIVER • PLAN TO SPEND THE NIGHT •

Happy �anksgiving!
PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY
Helping kids learn  
about road safety this fall
“Road safety is important at any time of year.”
“But in the fall, when days are getting shorter and excitement for Halloween is 
gearing up, it’s an excellent time to remind both kids and parents of the importance of 
pedestrian safety.”
• Teach children the di�erent tra�c signals and the meanings of “medians,” 
“intersections” and “pedestrians”. It will help demystify the world of tra�c around 
them.
• Help young ones recognize when it is safe to cross the street. For example, when at a 
tra�c light, teach them to look for the walk signal, but also look both ways (le�, right 
and le� again) to make sure all cars have stopped before crossing.
• Warn children about the dangers of crossing a street in between parked cars.
• Flashing lights and sirens on emergency vehicles can be exciting for kids.
Use this natural enthusiasm to teach them how the lights and sounds help warn drivers 
and pedestrians to proceed with caution and not to cross the street if a police car, 
ambulance or �re truck is approaching.
• Show children the red �ashing lights on school buses. Explain how drivers must stop 
when the lights �ash, and teach them when it is safe to get on and o� the bus. Always 
go to the bus stop with younger children and don’t let older kids arrive at the stop too 
early to avoid the temptation to wander.
• Don’t forget: a good example is the best teacher! Always obey all tra�c signals and 
don’t jaywalk.

 Specializing in General Freight
 • Particleboard • Seed • Feed • Farm Equipment

 Truck Line Ltd.
 Denis Desjardins

 President

 Golf Course Road, Box 1573, New Liskeard, ON  P0J 1P0
 Bus: (705) 647-5019  Fax: (705) 647-3811
 1-800-461-5059  Res: (705) 647-4669

 Police and Community
 Working Together for a

 SAFER COMMUNITY

 1-888-310-1122
 Temiskaming Detachment

 ON THE STRIP
 NEW LISKEARD

 647-4373

 647-5995
 www.davidramsay.onmpp.ca

 DAVID RAMSAY, M.P.P./Député
 TIMISKAMING-COCHRANE

Canada

 Serving the Tri-Town and Area Since October 1995

 59 Hwy. 11B, P.O. Box 5168, New Liskeard, ON  P0J 1P0
 Tel: (705) 647-5414  Fax: (705) 647-3822 

 32 Armstrong St., New Liskeard  647-6471
 23 RORKE AVE., HAILEYBURY

 705- 672-2929
 A UTHORIZED  & C ERTIFIED  D EALER

 Motor Vehicle Inspection

 Starters  Brakes

 Alternators

 Suspension

 Electronic Diagnostic

 Rustproofing

 Fuel Injection Service

 Exhaust  Tune Ups

 Oil Change & Lube

MARTY’S   AUTO TECH

 G&W 
     Jell y ’ s   LTD.

 towing body shop
 SPECIALIZING IN 

 VEHICLE REPAIRS 24 
 HOUR LIGHT AND 
 HEAVY TOWING & 

 RECOVERY 
 (Local and Long 

 Distance)

 Garage: .    (705) 647-5751
 Wayne: .  .   (705) 647-5980
 Tom: . . . . .   (705) 647-9895
 Cell: . . . . . .   (705) 648-5897
 Fax: . . . . . . .   (705) 647-5980

 AFTER 
 HOURS >

 L OAC H   A SPHAL T   L TD .

 Have your driveway 
 paved or repaired 

 this Spring.

 WE SPECIALIZE IN
 Driveway Paving 

 & Repairs
 • Asphalt Paving
 • Crack Sealing Repairs
 • Free Estimates

 No Job Too Big or Too Small
 Quality Work Guaranteed!

 437100 Hawn Drive, New Liskeard 

 Tel.  647-4700  Fax 647-4712

 L OAC H   A SPHAL T   L TD .

(Canada) Ltd.

McALPINE MILL SITE

 Con. 4 Coleman, Cobalt, Ontario  679-5600

 Have Fun 

 Be Safe
 Don’t Drink 

 And Drive

 “Drive Safely” “Drive Safely”

 �    Call for a FREE Info Package
 �    Accommodations Available
 �    HRSDC Funding May Be Available
 �    Certified Programs

 1-888-647-7202
 www.5thwheeltraining.com

 Class AZ & DZ

 Grader

 Excavator

 Bulldozer

 Backhoe/Loader

 Dump Truck

 Skid Steer

 Fork Lift

 T
 R
 A
 I
 N
 I
 N
 G

O
W

N
ED

& OPERATED BY

YOUR NEIGHBO
U

R
SCHARTRAND'S

 55 Scott St., New Liskeard, Ontario

 STORE HOURS
 Mon. - Fri.

 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
 Saturday

 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
 Sunday

 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

 DRILLING SERVICES

 Proudly supporting 
 our community!

 Happy   Thanksgiving
 PLEASE  DRIVE SAFELY PLEASE  DRIVE SAFELY

 Helping kids learn about road 
 safety this fall

 “Road safety is important at any time of year.”
 “But in the fall, when days are getting shorter and excitement for Halloween 

 is gearing up, it’s an excellent time to remind both kids and parents of the 
 importance of pedestrian safety.”

 •  Teach children the different traffic signals and the meanings of “medians,” 
 “intersections” and “pedestrians”. It will help demystify the world of traffic 
 around them.

 •  Help young ones recognize when it is safe to cross the street. For example, 
 when at a traffic light, teach them to look for the walk signal, but also look 
 both ways (left, right and left again) to make sure all cars have stopped before 
 crossing.

 •  Warn children about the dangers of crossing a street in between parked 
 cars.

 •  Flashing lights and sirens on emergency vehicles can be exciting for kids. 
 Use this natural enthusiasm to teach them how the lights and sounds help 
 warn drivers and pedestrians to proceed with caution and not to cross the 
 street if a police car, ambulance or fire truck is approaching.

 •  Show children the red flashing lights on school buses. Explain how drivers 
 must stop when the lights flash, and teach them when it is safe to get on 
 and off the bus. Always go to the bus stop with younger children and don’t 
 let older kids arrive at the stop too early to avoid the temptation to wander.

 •  Don’t forget: a good example is the best teacher! Always obey all traffic 
 signals and don’t jaywalk.

the problem is with criminals getting their hands on illegal guns.
Angus believes Canada has “good gun laws. There is such a 

thing as good gun ownership. Let’s get the AR-15s off the streets 
and let’s look to the police to find out how they feel. Northerners 
are reasonable people. Let’s get the military style weapons off 
the streets.”

Kennedy referred to the 1989 Ecole Polytechnique shooting 
and said it was done with illegal firearms. He proposes restric-
tions on automatic weapons and favours greater restrictions on 
gun ownership.

Roy said it was important to protect the public from crimi-
nals and he would replace the firearms act with new legislation 
aimed at improved public safety. He feels parliament should be 
the only place to change gun laws.
UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE

The issue of universal health care drew a positive discussion 
from the candidates.

As for incumbent Angus, he said a poor example of health 
care was when Doug Ford cut funding for autistic children in the 
province and he said the Liberals have been promising universal 
health care since 1993.

Kennedy said he felt adults were not being responsible enough 
and they were destroying the future for children.

He proposed his party would protect the environment thus 
ensuring better health outcomes for northerners.

Roy said he has seen better health care in Europe when he 
lived there and says the provinces and the federal government 
must work together on the issue. 

“We must not give the provinces full responsibility for health 
care.”

Boileau said, “The Liberal party believes everyone should have 
access to health care” and her party invested $6 billion in health-
care.

She wants to see seniors having more access to doctors and 
that it is important they stay in their own homes.

Kennedy said it’s not right that people, “give up food because 
they have to pay the rent and hydro bills. We have a poverty re-
duction strategy. Poverty is the single biggest determinant of 
health care in Canada.”

Grenke said he felt the Liberals had dropped the ball on uni-
versal health care and made too many promises with no con-
crete action.

Timmins-James Bay 
candidates showcased  

in Englehart
Continued from 3a

www.northernontario.ca

MISSED us at the OFFICE? 
Book your classified ad 

ONLINE!
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COBALT (Staff) — It’s back better than 
ever.

The Pied Piper Kidshows (PPKS) 
2019-20 lineup of children’s entertain-
ment kicks off in a big way with the 
show called Ripopée, a theatrical fa-
ble involving a story of friendship and 
adaption on Thursday, October 17, at 
the Classic Theatre in Cobalt.

Show times are 6:45 p.m.
PPKS is a not-for-profit volunteer run 

group presenting children’s entertain-
ment since 1979.

The aim of Pied Piper is to present 
the performing arts to area communities 
at a reasonable cost through low ticket 
prices.

This is one performance the entire 

PPKS offers new season  
of children’s entertainment

family will want to take in.
According to the group’s website, the performance is a clownish 

fable on the theme of travel.
Like a box of surprises, Ripopée stands as a tribute to the un-

known, which can forge new paths from light-hearted, out-of-the-
ordinary experiences.

Tickets can be purchased for individual shows or as a package at 
Chat Noir Books, BNS Corner Gas in Haileybury and Laura’s Art 
Shoppe in Cobalt or from Barbara Treen at 705-672-2281.

ROYAL VISIT
The 2019-20 Harvest Queen, Darby Durrant, holds a pumpkin 
as she toured the Craig Haven Farm and Gardens displays on 
Sunday, October 6, with friends. (Staff photo by Sue Nielsen)

VERNER (Special) – Good 
weather and good crowds 
marked the 2019 International 
Plowing Match in Verner.

On October 9, organizers of 
the mammoth rural showcase 
announced that the event drew 
more than 81,000 visitors.

“The community of West 
Nipissing pulled out all the 
stops to ensure our visitors felt 
welcome and enjoyed their 
stay in our community,” said 
Neil Fox, chair of International 
Plowing Match (IPM) 2019, in 
a news release.

Among the 81,517 attendees 
were some 7,400 school stu-
dents.

The IPM featured the BMO 
Plowing Competition.

But it also offered live music, 
West Coast lumberjack shows, 
the Dodge RAM Rodeo Tour, 
Canadian Cowgirls precision 
riding drill team, chainsaw 
carving demos, and perfor-
mances by the Canadian Sky-
hawks parachute team.

There were hundreds of ex-
hibitors and vendors and three 
stages featuring live music.

“The IPM was jam-packed 

with great entertainment and 
non-stop things to do for people 
of all ages,” said Sheila Mar-
shall, president of the Ontario 
Plowmen’s Association which 
oversees the IPM.

“There’s a reason we say you 
can do it all in one day,” she 
continued.

“It was great to see so many 
people come out for IPM 2019 
and have a blast while learning 
about the importance of agri-
culture and Northern Ontario’s 
many contributions to it.”

Organizers thanked the 1,200 
local and provincial volunteers 
for their work.

They said the IPM would also 
not have been possible without 
support from the business com-
munity.

At the top of their list were 
presenting partners BMO Bank 
of Montreal, Hydro One and the 
Ontario Mutual Insurance Asso-
ciation.

The 2020 IPM, meanwhile, 
will head back south.

It’ll be hosted in Lindsay in 
Kawartha Lakes a little later 
than usual – October 14 through 
17.

Verner IPM welcomes 81,000-plus




